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wheo wiil douiht it ?-thien ail rninds, and licarts, and veices should unite in that
appeai te Coed, "'Wilt thou net revive us ntgain, that thy people ny rejoice in
thee ?" It is because of the low state of the Chutrchi in vita.l godliness that there
i1< not a deeper, more solemn, and more heart-afl'ecting sense of this need. WVerc
the chutrclîes (if Christ in a vigorous anid lîealtliful state there wotold hi, one per-
valing COnlvictionl of the urgent want of a reviving p<iwer of God tire Ioly Spirit.

Ti( rl ei ato t/he r'ai siaie qi t/e (hurc/.-It is perfectly true that a parai' qinoe
weridliness is mnoving, sido b'y side in our chur-ches -%ith Christi-an ftctivity. fiîns
is spen in the eagerness after wealthi and the îînscrnpuluus means of obtaining it;
in the growing taqte aînong professors of religion for fashionable amnuseme(ýnts

ethi kit homne and abroad ; ini the propensity fur shiow, extravagance, and -t.eiility;
in their lusurious and self-indlg(ent habits ;in the bornage paid te talent, and
and dliininished estiniate cf'solid and holy excellence ; ie the lcov state of l)rayer.
Is it not a general confession and coiriplaint, that prayer is sa(lly low, as
denionstrated hy the bad attendance at our prayer-rneetings, and thc ccld, stiff,
frset p and wilarc presentcd there, too frc(focntiy little cise than a round

ofstphî'aýrs adstereotypcd forms of expression ? I)îes thc religion cfa great
part of the inembers of our churelhes appear- like a reality ? Do they bear the
stam1 'p of tic Saviour's image, cf heaven's bliss, of eternity's drcad scenînitv?
Are thêy a people that have erne out ami scparated theinselves from an tingodlly
werld ? foes their light s/e before mari, or is it scarccly visible? Do mn
take knowledgie of them that they have been with Jesuis, by seein- in theni s0
mueli of Ilus Spirit? Are they fliy and îwkolly consecrated to Ilis service, se
thitt, like the Apoqtie, for thcmi " te live is Cliriî' ? " Aies, alas 1 it is aimost
usele,;s te a'ýzk these questions. Is not the ncgative ) palpable te bo denicd ? If
se, tue churches notwithstandingy theur actîvity in supporting rcligious- secieties,
their publie spirit, their liberality, nced reviving. Vie muîst rut estiniate the
spùifiua? condition cf Uic chutrchues by tic funids of our variouis institutions, and
qay, " Look at these and judgc if thec is noit life ameongst us.> lu rcply 1 say,
if tlînre irere, indecd, truc spiritual lifle in full vigouir, there ivould bo ten tinies
the anotnt of wlîat tlîere is. Fulhl spiritual vitality, if it did net repeat the scenes
of the primîitive Chutircli, wlîca ne uian called auglît he posscssed luis own, but
share(l it witli lus bretthren, wveuld bring up the Macedonian benevoleiîce whi-zh
abatinded aunidst deep peverty in a cheerfol and ahunost excessive liberality. Can
any one who really undcrstands the New Testament standard cf picty say tliat
our churches are in a state te satisfy us-,? Arc tluey possesscd of such resphexîdent
piety as shahl attract the attentio>n, excite the admiration, conciliate the esteeni of
the %verld areuind thîemi? Arp tlîey clothcd wvith suclu power, instinct witlî such
life, as shahl fit tîem, te be God's instruments la bringing back a revelted Worhd
te Mlin ? A dispensatien is cerne up(>n tlin, but arc tlîe y ready for it ? Be it
sû they are net worse than at ether tirnes, ouglut they net te bo mucli botter ? Did
net their advantages, their epportunities, titeir responsibihities, require tlîem te ho
better? The churches need revival, t'len, flot enly as regards thcrnselkes, butas
regards the great werk they have te do for (led and tue wcrld. Tlîe conversion
(if tlue world is the Churclîs commission, and it is a, -vork te be donc, net in its
tèeblcîîess, hut in its power.

Boit w/wl is a revival of religjion ?-I approachi this subjeet w;li intense anxiety
te m«akt it plain. It is net, then, a, tahk about thc natter n, a ustling activity in
Puruing certain mensures, cithier ori inal or imitations ;a setting up of pro-
tracted uneetingi ; a se ries of wild, extravagant oxcitenients te raise the affections
anil emiotiens t>) foyer hecat, if net te boiling point. It is sornctling nmore solier,
solemin, and sulent thian this ; sornetlîing more deep and scund, and more lyruly

r 1iiis do net know that I can set tItis in a chearer liglît titan by quoting an
ereio f the Apostie Patul. In %vriting te the Roman Ciurch hec says, " And

1 ain stire that wvhen 1 cerne unte yen I shail corne ln the fziness cf thte blessing
of the Giospel cf Chit"-on xv. 39. This, is a revival uf religion ; net mnly
the h/eesxiny, bvt tliefuness of t , oiessing cif tic Gospel cf Christ, peured out hy
tht' hhîîly Spirit upen a cliurcit or- country. Attend to tlîat iver,-tlîc FuiNEss.
We înay ha.ve, rnost cf us itare in fact, tîe bhessing, hîut how few cf us have tlîe

uie,-.e., the blessing in groat abutîda.ce! Iere a question arises. Ia
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