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sketch, but one that in its substantial outline perative duty, If' our National Policy puit a
is true to life too ma-ny-foid. 0f course the totally prohibitory tax on words of fouir '.yl-
pastor in purpose should not look to such lables (we have just used one; we might have
thinga, but unfortunately he is a man, and said pr)iohibitive), and a pretty hieavy one on
really needs very much what othier rwen need words of three syllableà, it would not be cause
to keep the wolf from. the door. " Money," for a change in the ministry. By ail means
said an indignant deacon to bis pastor, who let us speak in plain, bomely Saxon. But are
had gently hinted that bis promised stipend preachers to degrade thought, ou courage the
wvas fearfully in arrears, ',Money!1 Why, sir, skiinmingr over of things, level thcinselves to
1 thought you preached for souis." " I (I0," ignorant narrowness, and talk milk and xvater
replied the pastor, whose wife's piano was a goodyisin, because sorne eall it unction and
spoon scraping the bottom of the flour barrel, spirituality? M.Li]k for babes indeed; but is
"'but 1 can't live on souls." And may he be the pulpit to encourage persis'tent babyhood?2
pardoned for rather indignantly adding, " and IPlainly, Christ taugbt over the heads of the
if I could it would take more than one such peuple, hiowever simple to us bis teaehiiigs
as yours to make a meal." Now friends, a may seem. Note their persistent ruisunder-
few plain truths. Ministers do not make. standings of Huim, ani His own distinct state-
money. They do not; the exceptions prove ment, Matt. xiii. 11-12; and Paul's episties-
the rule. They are not at a premium w'hen l Ephesians notably, and Romans confessedfly-
old; indeed they are not. They have a f ashion are not skimmed milk. We may just as well
like other people, if they live, of growing hear the other side oftfhis question of bringing
old. Wbat is to be done witb themn? Starve one's self down to the masses. There is such-
themn off ? That's iiot exactlv Christian, and a tbing, as catering to a taste which is not
killing even "an old fool " wvould really in heaithy, and perpetnating i't; and it is not a
Canada endanger one's neck. Perhaps, after healthy taste wF~ich shuns ai thiougbtful, earn-
,ail, belping thein to make some provision f'or est pulpit for one where rneaningless> plati-
their old age niay not be sncb a biard thing to tudes are put off with bold open moutb and
do, and seriously we tbink that about the best. energetie action. Men who are conscious of the
Then the sad reflection of our esteemed young utter meaningtlessfwess of mucb that passes for
brother as to what the old men of sixty and gospel preaching may yet remember that the
iipwards were to do might be biigbt inbtead persecution of the cross bas not yet etased,
ýof dark, and we are persuaded that the gloomy andJ that their plain privilegTe is to, qpeak to a
prospect we have noted is at least one of the few in an upper rooma, whilst the pulpit dema-
,elements in keeping many frcm entering the gogue has the crow(l to gape at him. The
office of the Chiistian ministry as society upper room at Jerusalem, eighteen centuries
exists to-day. We have a Retired Miinisters' past, moved the world. The Ephesian Crowd
Fund, beggarly small. Will our churches bas melted " into the infinite azure of the
read, mark, learn, and gencrusl9y bedow ? past." Christianity, in a world whose friend-

ship is described as being enmity to God, must
SPEAICING of the apparent failure of an ac lot suppose its mission to, be floating with

knowledged earnest and good man, our bro- the stream, and they who are its true dis-
ther, whose visit bas led to our already re- ciples and teachers must be content to be
corded thougbts, said: ««I was speaking to Mr. elassed with those

,and he accounted for it by the fact that "1Whio, rowing liard aeain st the stream,
the pastor's teacbing could not be apprecia.ted See distant gates of Eden gleam
by the paople; be was above them." On And do not dreamn it is a dreara."
wbich fact,-for, even if not applicable to the We need ever, and thanlc God in manv cases
relation which. was the then-subject, of our con- we bave, a pulpit truly Independélnt, free
verstion,- it bas its application manifolld-we enough to speak as God givetb utterance, de-
offer the following thouigbth: If a mixih>uer spite the temptation to lower the standard to
teaches above bis people, is it bis duty to come the vulgarity and shallowneý3s of a popilar
*down ? We are not discussing the subject of applause. Courage, brother, persevere; and
speaking plainly, and in language level to the though men may hiss failure, God says, " Well
understanding of the hearers ; that is an im- 1done."
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