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THE VALLEY LAND.
Silent Island
1n the valley land,
Where the moming mist is reclining.
But abave the mist,
‘The hill-tops bold
Are touched with gold,
‘I'heir brows are kissed,
By thc radiant sunlight shining.
Sadly 1 stand,
In the valley land
Of my grief, of Doubt’s desipning s
Yet 1 fain would say,
“Look up, and away
Oh! comfortless soul, repining !
Thy clouds of sorrow
Some light may borrow,
Fer beyond £y weak divining,
Far, far above
In the sky of His love,
God's bountitul sun is shining.”
Arres D. Grav.
Laverpool. N. S., Nov. 15850.
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Fopics of the Jkcek

—Mr. Benjamin Whitworth states that
drunkenness on the Sabbath has de
creased 70 per cent. in Ireland since the
adoption of the measure compelling pub-
licans to close ther houses on that day.

—AtWhithy, England, where ten years
or so ago 2 sad lifcboat fatality occured
through the crew being excited with in-
toxicants injudiciously given, during the
recént siorm the lifeboat crew were sup-
plied with unintoxicating beverages only.
1o their general satisfaction.

~ The Christian Register tells of a
church having no pastor where a visitor
heard for sermons, “an unustal number
of essavs on cosmos and chaos, on doubt
and evolution.™  idule was said about
God as a Saviour It is nat difficult to
measure the results of such preaching.

The withdrawal of the proposed
Passton Pl by Manager Abbey of New
York illustzates the puser of the press,
and, sult more. the reverence fur Chns-
tramty whuh cuonbody, cven those who
seuin most fezardios ol it teeds insting
tnely. Some of the mustamphaticprotests
Attt ey have come from ruch.

——Messrs. Moody and Sankey have
been holding mectings at San Francisco
and Ozakland, Cal, with large and inter-
ested congregations. This work 1s to be
followed up by aconvent 01 of Chrstian
workers of the Pacific coast, which is
calied to meet in San Franscisco, Dec
13.

—A Currus Ak Clike, we are
told. berame convested 1o Christianity
some cight years ago and at once made
up his mind that no drink should besold
w his town, as he wished torule over a
sober people.  The laws were strict. but
cunming white traders managed to clude
them,  The Bechuana chief instead of
quictly submitting tosechispeople ruined
Iy strong deink, as is the custom in
awilized countrics, determined on vigor
ous mcasures, which left no further room
for deucit oringenuity.

—-The Atlanta Unnversity was onc of
the first iastitutions in this country to
adopt asa  test-book, Dr. Richardson’s
Temperance Lossun Book.  All of the
300 students wre it at some ime  during
the co.rse. At the last commencement
a thorough caxmination was made on
this buuk. The students have sent, from

! . .
then small earnings, $70 tu the National

Temperance Society in New York, for
pamphlets and books on this subject
which they will distribute.

—Tuk Witness says: ‘The beauty of
the American system of “clevating” the
red man is well exemplified in the case of
the Caddoes and Delawares, who have
been raising vegetables, breadstuffs and
fruits as lonyg as the “oldest inhabitant”
can remember, but are still drawing
Government rations in food as regularly
asif not farmers.  Some of them have a
hundred acres under cultivation.  Under
i such circumstances it is very difficult for
! the noble red man to become cither an
intelligent citizen or a selfrespecting man
—he is kept a pauper in spite of himself.

—There is a new danger to civil and
religious liberty in Spain.  The new
penal code among the * Crimes of In-
fraction of the Censtitutional law in
Reference to Public Worship and Re-
ligion,” has this anticle: ** He who prac-
tices ceremonies or public manifestations
of worship which are not those of the
Catholic Apostolic Romish religion shall
be punished with imprisonment”  There
is little question that this is aimed at
the Protestant Christians who are trying
to give the pure Gospel to that priest-
ridden country, or that the Jesuits, who
have been expelled from France, are
busily plotting to regain their power in
Spain.

—Dr. Fuszy thinks that Mr. Pelham
Dale, so far from being censured for vio-
lating the vows which he had solemnly
taken, ough: rather to be commended.
Churchmen had *good reason not only
to thank him, but, if eavy were not
wrong. to envy him for his privilege of
suffering for the truth’s sake.” As for
Archdeacon Denison, he s literally burn-
ing with desite to go and share Mr

10 be quite determined to break the law,
just in order to be sent to pri-on. What

would the magistmate say to a2 pvvr | mnster Confession of Fawds as 1o bring , churches,

wretch who thruat his hand th-ough a

that he might spend a month in 2l

to the Buand of l-'urcisn Miwiuns of the
Prestvterian Church,  the  Ameriean
Rible Sociciy, the Amcerican Board of
Commissioners for Forcign Missions, and
the Sodtety for the Relief of the Crippled.
In addition to these, among ather con

tnbutions, he gives” 0 a minister of
Boston $10.000. It i~ not often a min

ister s made the object of geavsosity on
so large a sales thowgh the mre case is
pieasant o wee. 11 the pastor is known
to have gmcee to make use of such acon-
tribution, why should he not be eadowed
by the man who wishes his money to he
expended in henevolence?

—A\ CcORREsPOMDEMNT Of the London
“Record,” writing from Jerusalem under
date of Ocutober 3 3th, says with respect
to the new activitics of the Roman Cath-
olic Church in that ity and vicinity :
“At Jaffa a splendid new hospital is in
course of crection; at Ramleh a branch
nuanery has been estanlished ; at Bethle-
hem a new nunnery and schools for boys
and girls are in active opertion.  Even
the Franciscans are extending the sphere
of their labounand influence. asindicated
by the new establishment at Emmaus (so
called), and the immense Ca@ Nuovn, or
new hospice fortravellers at Jerusalem,

which furms a by no means uning..ciant : months, and nu doubt will visit Canada
medium of communication between  the | before leaving.  In his fist address in
monks and European Protestants, many | New York, he said :

of whom are diawn by the gentle kind- | “We are getting bravely on in this
ness snd affability of the brethren into a@work. There is no longer any effort
certaia sympathy with them and their | made to crush us out.  “The masses hear
system.  On the Mount of Olives agrand 1 us gladly. It is only a few fanatics, and
sanctuary’ and an extensive nunnery | now and then a priest in some distant
have been erected and endowed by the | province who attempt to interfere with
Princess de ia ‘Tour d’Auvergne, who, {us. We are as much under Govern-
with great devotion, spent several years ) ment protection as the Church of Rome
on the spot in order personally to super- * itself.  One may read the Bible in the

—THE cditor of the *“Accrington
Guardian” relates the followingancedote,
told him by an Accnngton gentleman,
who had 1t direct from a member off the
Cabinct.  In Mr. Gladstone’s houschold
at Hawarden was an old woman servant
who had a son inclined to go wrong. The
mother remonstrated, and advised her
boy, but all to no  purpase : he seemed
determined on a headlong course to ruin.
At last the mother in her  desperation
caught the idea that if she could per-
suade the Premier to take him in hand,
perhaps the prodigal might be reclaimed.
“Screwing her courage to the sticking
point”—for what will a mother not do for
her child ?--she approached her master,
and in trembling tones preferred her
request.  Mr. Gladstone responded at
once, and though the affairs of the great-
est kingdom in the world pressed heavily
upon him, with genuine simplicity of
characier he had the lad sent to his
study, when he spoke tender words of ad-
vice and remonstrance, and eventually

intend the work.”
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“half Independent.

Laelt down and praved a higher power
to help in the work of redemption.  ‘This
kindly action was effectual, and the lad
became arcformed chamceter.  Fortunate
is the country whose affairs are guided !
by aman like Withiam Ewart Giadstone. !

i

---Principal Tulloch, in opening the

thurouchaess in the study o theology,
Cdended the wdea of so revisimg the West

it 1ato avord with the ninctanth cen

formulated “the same old diffic u]!ic.\,"'

mutanent of spantaal hoa it e s
than any other mode of thought. Uni-!
formity of beliet was a chimera, which
existed nowhere but in the dogmatic
imagination.  Set out with whatever
creed they might, and make what ties
they could to bind its adherams, in the
course of time change scts in. The in
terpretation of the creed itsel?, and of the s
meaning of it, become insensibly e
modelled with the changing current of
ideas. What man. if he were a thought.
ful man at all - and if he was not a
thoughtful man he was out of the ques
tion did not feel how his ideas changed
with the decpening course of experience,
and the deeper, langer, and truer know
ledge that came to him in life as he
passes from the mwncss of youth, and !
the scif-confident dogmatism that <o!
often chamacterized youth. to the dim!
light of middlc age, towards that final

datkness which is only lifted to the im

mortal vision.”

—Father Gavaza has amived in Amer-
ica.  He comes to raise money for the
Free Church of Jtaly, which has increas-
¢d nearly fivefold since 1S70, having
about 1,Sc0 communicants.  He expects
to be on this cuntinent for about six

§ falsely  designated irec thought.”

strects of Rome to-day, or sing or speak,
without molestation. The constitution
of our Church is half Presbyterian and
We have our Gen-
er  Assembly, which is composed of
deputics from the united churches At
the same time, cach church is independ-
ent of all others in its local affaurs. We
1.>-= 15 ordained ministers, 15 evange-
list , 49 elders, 67 deacons, 11 deacon-
¢sses, more than 1,800 communicants,
724 Sabbath schoo! scholars, 1,328
pupils in our day and nigint schouls, 21
teachers in the day schouls, and 36
churches, large and small, and 335 out-
stattons, which are more or less fre-
quently visited. Italy gives even promise
of yet being numbered among the Pro-
testant nationalities of the globe.

—THE DEFIANT ADVICE of the English
Church Union to the Ritualistic clergy
is d=scribed by a layman, as an “organiz-
¢d conspiracy toincite men tobreaktheir
contracts, to defy the law, and to form a
concerted resistance to the execution of
the law.” The Bishop ot Manchester
deseribes the policy of the E. (L UL as

- *the same as that which 1~ now creaung

disaficetion and social anarchy and well-
nigh rebellionin Ircland.

—The Wyeclute semt-mullenial celebma-
tion was held in New York on the 2nd
of 1 zcember, under the auspices of the
Amernican Bible Society, when the com-

Dale’s lot. ‘.\l:u.l) of the dc_m_al mem- |scs>i0n at St Man's College, St Andrew’s, |, pletien of - Wydifie's transtation of the
bers of the English Church Union swem | apzer pointing out the mnportanie of ) English Bible 500 years ago was com-

memonated. It was a brilan: assembly of
distinuished men, clerical and lay, of all
T'here were religions services

h wi - o the . and a number of apprupriate addresses,
baker's window, and stole a beal mered " 1un. And @uan if a freh cread were ) but the prinapal featute 10 tae Cateran-

ment was an vrtion by the Kew. Dbr

A ;,'_Lmluu.-.n 12 N Vork has made , he said, N “mlld. lk}:;"_ in a awe funm. y Storts, whose aareful and waptaating
hberal gifts to the Churdh $50,000 c..dx|lt was simply ampuoiblc to stup the | discussion of Widliffe's works heid  the

vast audience spell-bound tor snicans: two
hours.

~—The carnest words of the distin-
gwished phulosopher, Dr. Noah Porter,

‘b!’ Yale College, deserve to be thought-

fully pondered by all who are imjauent
of what they think the tmmmicls ot revela-

j tion and the authoniy 1t claims, and de-

lusively think to find liberty 1n what is
He
says *So far as man denies God or denies
that God may be known, he abaudons
hope of cvery kind --hope for hus own

| moral progress, hope for guidancs and

comfort in his personal hte, for which the.

{ present is a prepamtion. As he leis then
1 8o onc by one his lise loses 125 hight and

dignity, morality ivses 1ts enthustesm and
cnergy, and scence has no promise of
success, sin gams a relentless hold, somrow
and darkness have no comfon, and hfe
becomes a worthless farce or asad tragedy,
ncither of which is worth the playing, be-
causc both end in nothing.” ~ ~
————
He did not give a dollar tothe church.
¢ rarely ever attended one of its social
meetings. But he could tell you ali about
tho prophecics, especially those which are
difficult to other men, and was alwaysready
to expose the ignurance of hus preacher.



