
CONVERSION OF CHILDREN.

THE CONSECRATED OFFERINO.

64We have become a consecrated offering to God for Clîrist's sake, we
are the chosen generation, thie royal 1)riesthood, the holy nation, the
peculiar people, who once wvere uîot a people, but are now the people of*
God, who, according to Johin, are not of those who are beneath, but
have Iearned ail from Huan wh-lo carne frorn above, who hiave corne to
un(Ierstand the dispensation of God, who have learncd to 'v-alk li new-
ncess of life." K. M. F.

CONVERS10N 0F CIIILDREN.

BY REV. ANDREW A. BONÂR.

There is a practical error very common arnong God's people. Ail of
tliem profess to believe that the Holy Spirit rnay convert souls at any
age, and that conversions cannot be too soon ; while yet they do flot look
for the conversion of chidren witli the same lively faitli that tliey main-
Lest in expecting the Hioly Spirit to, change those w-ho are of riper years.
The same warm-liearted believers who labor for older souls, and are, ini
the case of sucb, satisfied with nothing buit conversion without deiay, (Io
not practically so feel anu act in dealing with the young. Tliey are satis-
tied if the yoiung give attention to the truth, and if they seern not unwil-
ling to retain what they learu in. their tlioughts ; thcy do not press home
the immediae present accep)tazce of Christ, on childreni, as they would do,
on grown-upl persons. Thuts they leave their Sabbath class or their fani-
ily circle without alarrn and witliout anxiety, thougli there be therein no
symaptom of real awakening. and no evidence of, these youug souls find-
ing the Saviour.

One reason for the difference thus made iii the caso of the young is,
with xnany, the misunderstanding of certain texts of Seripture-at least
no we are strongly inclined to thik.

1. One person quotes iProv. xxii. 6 "Train up a child hi the way lie
should go, and when lie is old lie wiuI not depart front it." The person
with whorn this text is a favorite probabi:' apiplies it thuis: IlOnly teacli
the plani of salvation to a child, and show w-sdonî's hiappy ways to a child,
and thoughi at the tirne the child be not converted, yet, when he is old,
he wîil no (loubt take the way you have tauglit hirn." But is this the
sense of the text 1 Very far frorn it. The Holy Spirit nicans to teacli
us quite another lesson by these words, viz. : IlOnly be sure that you get
the child in the way while still1 a chuld, and you need neyer fear i regard
to that child's after-perseverance." It is" Initiate achuld in the way" (sece
the Hebrew,) or, at the beginning of the way : get the truthl introduced into)

ii soul while lie is a chilà, and rest assured that lie shall go on as lie lias
begun. It is a blessed text to encourage us to seek the present aiud imi-
mnediats conversion of cliildren.

2. Another person uses a figure, and soothes bis conscience under a
lack of succesa, IlWell, at any rate 1 amn filling the waterpot with water
<John ii. 7,) so that there shall be the greater amount of wine at a future
day, 'w'len at length the water la turned ito wine by the Lord's nîirac-
ulous power in the hour of conversion." Now this is oniy a figurative
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