
326.MORE TIIINGS NVANTED.

We renwcniber liaving seani, some year-q ago, a homily of the Chureh OP~
England, upon tha duty of"I cleaning and repairing churches," which, alwa,,ys
cxceptiing its oût.hrehm f course, we have often thougbt nîight bc cir.
culated to advantage in this country. Tiiere is a vcry prevalent notion, in
nîan)y coemïuunities, that any sort of a building, id any sort of condition, wili
do fur a cliapel ; and it is eften this laissez faire feeling, more than actual
inubility, that proverits thc people from building. Conîfort and cheert'ulness
raigu ut hioue. ilicir own Il eiled bouses " are dlean, painted, and carpeted
pQrhaps, but the ch;ipl,-tbe wind whiistias through the chattering, window
S&ash, arnd undar the floor, tili the worshippers shiver on their seats, and the
flow of holy eloquance is frozen upen the praacher's lips ; or, the rmin bas
found its ivay in through the lotig-ncglacetcd roof, and the plastering bas talzen
lave of the ceiig, never to b,, repaired again ; or the congregation try ta
sinog by the aid of a solitarv tallow-candlc, as we once saw them ludicrously
attenlipting to siîig-

"Sli.a ive, whose souls are liçdded, &c"

Ail- is c(>ifurt'&ss and repulsive, and it is not much to be wondered at if
thoso iho have no vcry -,trong drawings to the sanctuary, shouid find in this
condition of things a reason for spanding the Sabbath arolind their own blaz.

igfiresides, or those of their neigbbours. The chapel is altogether too inean
in their eyes t.e ba regarded as the "fl ouse of God; " it is only the in eet-
ing bouse, aind t.bey lose the reverence thatoughit te be felt for it as the place
where, however huviblc, the Lord bas promised to meet with those who gaLber
to-ether inIi Ls naine. Our Puritan furefatixers were wont teo declare that a

.gYood sruiSholu]d be suflicient te keep any one warmn; and, our Baptist
brethiren with a sitihtir strength cf faith, iere accustomed formerly te sing a
-tdiair inid-wintar itiiiicrsions,

"Brethran, if your hearts ba warii,
Ice and snow caîi do no harm."

B-ut niany of our Ixearers bave no such spiritual preventives against taking
ceid, and for their sak-es, if net for our own, ire ought te sce that the Lord's
bouse is attractive and conmfortable.

We are far froin iuxagining, howevcr, tixat the faults are ail on one sida of
the bouse. An uncomfortable building and un unsouiable people wili thin a con-
gregation, but se aise wili peor preaching, or pastoral negleot. That there
should be rogular visitation, more or Iess frequently, of every fanxily in the
congregation, there can be ne deubt, and that it should be more frequent
and more faitbfui than it i3, there can be as little doubt, although ne ene eau
judge of the anieut of tinie that should be devoted te, it as wcll as the miù-
ister hituself. But equatly important is it that there should be an intelligent
and faithful presen taLion of the gospel in public, and that there cannet be
long together irithout careful study and preparation. Some preachers possesa
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