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equipping atnew its armnies; and recoustructing its fleots. The budgets of a tinie
of' pence bave been burdened witb expenses only natural in a time of %var.
Govoruments and people alike have been forccasting tho future, and cacli in its
own way, clumsily or efficiently, bias beon preparing for it. Tbo crisie is now
visibly nppprncbiing. TVie armamients wvhicli have arisen during tbc past five
years of apprehiension, constitute, in one point of view, tbo beet bulvark for the
miaintenance of peice. No state can now be assailed defenceless and surprised.
Its own blunders may lay it open to tbe bluw of an adversary, but it cannot be taken
unavares. This, in truth, constitutes tbc chief obstacle te thc outbrcak of a Con-
tinental war. But if we look nt the other sido of tbe sbield, the insufficiency of the
protection niay be well doubted. Nations now feel that tlîcy can do no more; and
tbat since thc difficulties of the position only continue to niultiply, it is as well te
face themn nt once as scek te postpone thcm by a continuance of irksoaxc sacrifice.
ibey arc growing weary of a pence whicbi seems to bc only a truce-of a pence
that is fratigbt with the burdeas and poisoned witli the a pprebiensions of wvar.
We believe we only state a f.act wbea we say that the perio d of alarm bias passed,
and that the intermittent panics, in most countries of Europe, which, conmcenccd
with the outbreak of the Italian war, bave given place to a doggred and sornewhat
angry feeling of defiance. Mca have beon forccd to couat the costs and contcmn-
plate tbe contingencies of a %var; the p)rospect has been growiag faniiliar to
them ; and, se far as regards tbc Continental States, it is tho Governments, more
than the peoplet3, which sbriak fr,)m the crisis tbat soems daily drawing nearer."1

The apprehension of war, together with warlike expenditure in time of
peace, white operatinag to preveut hostilities between nations, will iii another
point of view rather hastea on bloody strife. Familiariziag the wind with
its accompaniments, and incrcasing the muniments of war, must give to many
an imupetus towards it. WXe fait te sce the force of a popular idea that des-
tructive weapons will render it impossible to engage in the work of mutual
extermination,, for war as it is, 18 notbing cisc aiready, a barbarism, and a
curse. Tlie main-spring of the cvii lies beyond the facihities of destruction-
Whience corne wars ard flglitings among you, couic tbcy not hence even of
your lusts ? We look for the reigu of pence ia the regeneration of nman, and
the widc.sprcad prevalence of ilhe 0principles of Christianity. Meanwbile, we
work and pray to liasten forward the happy titne, when

"No longer hoats, encount'ring heosts,
Shahl crowds of slii deplore :

Tbey hang the trumpet in tbe hall,
And study war ne more."

TiE 'TWO EDENS.-No. 2.

"The former paper closed Nvith the two remarks that IlWithout the Eden of
thec Bible we should be in the midst of'conitradictions;" and that IlThe sacred
narrative is viadicatcd by our own consciousncss and expericace." Thioy are
the key te the simple discussion which preceded theici.

There is one other thouglît as to the teaching of the Eden of the Bible:
it vindicates'God from any suspicion of bcing the author of Luiinan guilt.
lad man been at first placed in the world as it now is, though with a pure
nature--had he found iL fullof thorns and briers, thick-eý,own with secds of
suffering and death, darkz thoughts would more boldly conaect our evil with
God. 'We might blame circunistances for our sin. But the Lon points to
Edun, saying: "Therc is my work-there is the image of iuy thougli t--that
is ihe dwëlling place which I prov"ided for mian ia his uprightness and inno-


