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ever, iliest pioneers wcre ovcrjoyed to learn on the authority of an expert thiat thie
inieraI wvas xiot apatite, but corundum.

Eleven years ago Professor Colemnan. niow of the Sctool of Practical Science
at Toronto, picked ul) sontie houlders of ncphlinie-ýfeiîe iii the vicinity of
Cobour,-- con thesoeo Lake Ontario, whichi. hield erystals of corundum. A
iortniglbt ago I sliowed Dr. Colemnan several speciiincns of neplieline. rieli in cor-
undusi. whichi 1 had taken froin a large deposit recently discov'ered in the townl-
.hip of Dungannon, and lie at once pronomnced tlieni to be iclentical with hiis own.

1 feel suire no%%," lie said. * tliat 1 knlo,.% %vlere iny fioaî-boulders came froin."
Twelve years ago, in i 886 Nesbitt T. Arnmstrong, a fariner and miill-owner in

Carlow. discovered cortinduni on lot 14, ini the 14ti11 concession of that township,
but hie clid flot kiîow~ its naine, and did not suspect thiat il possessed aniy value. A
sample was shown to a student of Toronto University. wlio tliouglit it miiglit be
cinry; and inqu:ry stopped ilîcre. But ini 183 MrN1. WV F. rrtier lithloOgist Of
thie Geological Survey, acquired by purcliase a nînniibcr of specinens collected by
Mr. Johnt Stewart, Ïoriiierly of Ottawa. aînong Nvhiclh was a package labelîcci

Pyroxene crystals, soutli part of Carlow." On exaînining thiese speciiens sonie
time afterwards. presuinîably in 1896. Mr. Ferrier recognized îlîem as coruinduni.
and inmetliately took, steps to ascertazini the precise locality froini %vliie tlbey caine.
In October. iSç>6. lie wvas sent upon rhis mission by' Dr. Dawson. thie hicad of the
Geolopical Suirvcy, and. guided by 'INr. Arinstrong. lie foind the coruniduin iii
place 1îpon thie loi ont ivlicli :\riiîstroiîg-,s discoverv hlad been ina(lc ten vears
before. Then fur mue first time thie fact wvas establishetd. on the best authority,
that ibis mineraI had been 4loind to exist in Canada iii commercial quantity. and
tît it was valuable as an abrasive naterial on account of its great hiardness. But
as. it wvas toc, line iii the season for field-work. i.Ferrier did otxedls
explorations beyond tliat onc locality.

lie first geo!ogical reconnaissance of ibie dlistrict lin whicbi cortindum lias beeni
iotund. %vas inade by thîe late Alexander Murray. of thîe Geological Survey. iii 185.3:
but biis notes (of il are very nîeagre. ?vlr. NIlurr.y nuadc two traverses of the coîu-
try lyIiig Ihetweenl Georgianl Bay and Ottava river-the first fromn %ve-t to east.
hy wav of tie Muskoka and Petewawaw iivers. and thle second î>y way of thue
l3onncblerc and Maaak.to thîe lîeadwatcrs of the Trent. The source of thue
13onniecliert. is wifini a, mile of Kaininiskeg 1:1ke. on the Madawaska, îîear to
wlitre Barry's, Bav station, on the Ottawa anîd Parry Sound Railway. now stands.
M r. M.\,urray lescesi(led thec 2tladawaska to the mlotiîl o ils principal tril)utiry. the
York brancli. or 'York river- kniownl. also. at Iiat tinie. by ils significanit Iildan
nine of Sliawaisll-onz, or Misha.washIkong. thc river of thue marsbies. The course
of tlîis s'treaml. îvilîi Mr. Mîrray ascendcd. lies for more tban forty miles within
tîme coruindiimn be'î: and along its batiks arc ninerouis exposuires of syenite. witbi
occiurrences of nepbelllinie-sveiie. But no rcference is mnade in thîe report 10 the
rock formiations: and thie record of levels for the first ten miles is of very doubtfll
-!:ctiraey. 1)

Forty years elaps-ed before aniieir aîtelmnpt Nvas iniade to îvork out thie geology
of th;s iiîtere.;tinig area. and thîe task ivas then entrusted to the very capable biaudsl
of Dr. Frank D. M<ains. Thîe arca under exainination is comiprised iii slbeet ii'
Of thme Ontario series of geoiogicati lmps. and thue four- corners of it lie iii tlîc îowiî-
ýIbips of Digby. Finlanysonl. I-Iagarty and Grilliorpe re-,pectivcly. enibracing an
;;rca oi about 3.50 squre miles hi b]is flrst report. mnade for thîe season of 189.
Dr. .Adanms sketelîed briefly thie geological features of thie district. thie nortiler-.i
ponion of wbicli lie found 10 lic occupied exclusively ii thIe ancient crystalline
r)cks- of the Laurentian svstcmi. and thc southcril and castern portions iil thme

(î) Thea rock formiations alomic the York River. liowvvr. arc carefully notcd on the rmmps wliich accamn-
pamied thec report. as arc also thme waicrflllsand rapids of the river froiii its iiîomuh to lis soumrce.


