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superior to the Roman Law, wvhicb, after the lapse of many ages stili
continues to guide legisiators and jurists of nations that have arisen andl
fiourishied since the Roman powver lias passed awvay.

One of the institutions that Justiniani considered peculiar to the
Romans, thougbi iii this lie appears to have been mîstaken, as the
Galatians seem also to, have possessed it, w~as thc Patria Potestas, the
exclusive, absolute, and perpetual dominion of the father over bis
children by a lawful miarriage. Ic is said to have biad its origin in the
barbarous customs of the earliest Romans, and froin themn to have
passed into their lawvs, and to have been sanctiotieci by the laws of thieir
kings long, anterior to the XII tables. AndI this Royal lawv (f the
P.aternal authority ivas transferred by the Decernvirsi',k t'e 4th 1Of th1e
,XII tables, as Dionysius relates, wlio sums up the particuars of this
authiority as permitting fathers to beat their clîildren \vitl, ivhips, to
confine tbeni in prison, to makze themn work in chiains in the fi. :lds, to sel]
thiem, and in fine to kili tbemn. The Romnans %vere not alloîved to
disown or deny thicir children, but only to order thie!i out of theji
priesence, and thus disnisscd fromi home they did ;îot lose thecir righlt to,
thecir fiather's I)roh)erty, unless they were disinhceritcd. Armcd with
thiese righlts the paternal authority ivas cleservedly cleemred pLz:uliar to
die Romans, anci a part of tic civil lawv, sinc,ý elsewb-ere it liad neyer
attainied sncbi a bieigbit. Thc father vias appointed as it ivere a family
Inlagistrate with the power of the sword. Only Roman citizens could
exer-cise it ; and if the citizenship wvere lost so ivas this authority, as il
die case of those to wvhoni fire anci water were interdicted. Livy ternis
it Pa/,'-ia .ilfajestas. For the father could treat bis sons as lie did bis
slaves; îvho iii this respeCct \vere better off than sons that by one sale
anid niianiuiision) they attaineci thecir liberty, wvhile sons ivere only
libcrated by a third mnanumission. Sons liad this advantage howvever
tuat wvhile by manumnission slaves only acquired tic condition of
.fn'cdînei (stili owing certain duties to tlheir former master anc2. patron)
sons reachied the condition of their original free birtli ; wvhicli ivas so
ighlly esteemned that it ivas not lost by the sale, but rather covered; andi

%vlien manurnitted this innate condition wvas recovered as if by bu;stiig; ' ts
bonds. Hence it wvas said that fathers could not takze liberty from their
sonis. And by fictitious sales and mnanumissions a mode of Iiberating
thie son from the operation of the paternal -,thority xvas devised, and
thuls acquiring irrevocable liberty. A father could not sell bis soni if lie
niarried wvitl hý ; fatber's consent. The Romans began to modify the
atrocity of the paternal power after acqua-initance wvith bumaner studies,
and intercourse wvith more polislied nations bad rubbed off Uic original
rust of their manners. In later times the supreme autbority wvas rarely
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