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FIRE LOSSES IN CANADA FOR NOVEMBER, 1894%. !
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Nov. 2 I;achute ......... Paper Mills...... $2800  $3d0
3 Preston..... ..... Fnst Mill & store!  18,0c0 15,0¢0
3|lroquois .... ..... Hoiel..oooiaae! 2,000 1,600
st ontreal .... .... Paper Bon Fac.., 4,400 4,400
5 £ .oelIcchouses, ...l 2,500 2,200 !
4{Tp. Whitley....... Farm Barus.. .." 3,000 2,700
giSpencer Cove......Store. ... .ueeee 2,500 :,Eo.x
7ICookshire......... Sash Fuctory.... 4,600 3,000
giBuckivgham ...... Pulp Mills...... 30,000 25,020
S|Three Rivers, ... Saw Mills. ...... 13,c0¢ 12,300
0\ Nauvaiuo, B.C..... SUOTE e veesaean. 2,000 1300
5iTp. Biddulph.....[Farm Buildings..: 1,500 1.300
29|Tp. Sunnidale. .... : “ .l 2,00 1,1co
10iPortaye la Prairie. Grain Elevator...  Gou. 357C0
12|Hastings. . oo v .02 SIO1ES €lC e aeens | 3,000 31400
IHJarvis.ceees oennn AFlour Mill......I  6,5c0 5,400
15 Quebec.... ... oo |Stores, dwellings,  2,0c0 1,500
14Petrolia. ... ... {agitators. ... 3,500 3,0 v
2 Victoria, B.C. ....{Dwellings......., 1,700 1,500
16 Winnipeg.... ... Hotel, stures,ele, 125,000 113,200
2 Thessalon......... SLOTCS . eve vavean s 7,500 34200
18 Sault St. Marie. .. |Electric Lit. $ta.l 10,000 0,000
20 Markdale ...... ..'School&St'rehse., 12,000 7.900
198t. Hyacinthe,.... Store.... ....... 1 30500
20 Midland. ... coeeee Stores & Dwel'gs. 20,000 10,0C0
20lAlexander, Man... Hotel...ooo oor 300¢ 2,.700
205t Mary's........ SIORES. ... ... Lo22000 0 G500
24.Norwich...... .... Apple Evaporatr.  $,00¢ 4.300
25 Niagara Falls..... Stores...... eses 20,000 10000
20 Tilbury Centre....-Barns.... ...... 4,200 1,550
26 Collingwood... .... Stables coeeee oo 15,000 7:'00
29, TOronto «vee ov oo Stores.... ...... 2,000 1 (a)oo
2Q:Slratford ..... .. Dwelling& Barus 9,00 2"90
28iSt. Cunegonde....,\Wood Workers..  3,co0 z'eoo
28iFallowficld . .....:Farn Buildings.. 4,500 31900
13iTp. Gloucester.. . I 4 ceee 2,000 f'éoo
20;Mount Carmel....\Saw Mill. ...... :.,.ooc ';'.ooo
3u|Colbornu.... . «..[Store & Dwel'gs. 28,000 17,800
i Totals.e.oouereniaennnnn ..., $4235,400, £318,300
SUMMARY FOR LLEVEN MoNTHS.
1S93. 1894.
. SSSid S
i Total Lus«, | Insurance  Total los< | Jawseance
: $5. lose.
Tor Januasy «..... £302,000 $301,900 391300 £269,600
“ xebruar.v- cees  722,800] 449,100 595,Scc 27%,350
. Inrch coeoen.. 671.030, 533,930 352,000 1g3.000
“ Qpn.l vee e 601,000, 301,700 740,400 370,600
. May...oeeeeat 310,500 197:400  375,2 373,100
fJune. e nes 1060800 382,500, 326,200 348,200
" Julyeecencanns ‘ 79,500 167,00 293,400 210,700
" August ... 678,300 490,300 442,700 293,000
. September.... 335,300  203,500] 311,300 202,300
. O-ctobcr....... 363,000 20¢,C00 224,900 175,300
November.... 437,000 317, 3ool 325,400 318,300

Tolals..vvieee e £5:935,330 $3,754,23o| £4,591.500 §3,132,450

WINNIPEG'S LESSON.

e have ot heard it argued that shutting the stable
door after the horse is stolen proved any great amount
of wisdom or foresight,—in fact, that procceding is gen-
erally admitted to denote an absence of those two quali-
ties on the partof the owner of the horse.  But, on the
other hand, we do not remember, until recently, that the
question was ever raised as to the moral or legal right
of the man who has lost the steed to close the stable
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door, should he Le so minded. The merchants of
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Winnipeg and the Provincial Government of Manitoba,
however, appear to think otherwise. The recent
serious fire in the capital of the Northwest clearly
demonstrated that the fire appliances of that city were
wofully deficient. “I'he insurance companies, if aware
of it, are blameable for not sooner taking the necessary
steps to remedy the evil. Certainty the companies are
now moving vigorcusly - one horse, 1o continue our
metaphor, has gonc beyond recall. but there are others
which it is simply common sense to secure.  Itis evi-
dent that at present Winnipeg is not in a position to
cope with a large conflagration, and so iong as this
state continues, companies cannot be blamed for char-
ging such rates as they consider proportionate to the
risk they run. The alternative is, of course, with-
drawal from Winnipeg. In the Iater event, if half the
compauies only withdrew, the remainder would not
certainly, as things are, increase their lines, and then
the citizens would have to carry a large proportion of
their risk themselves. As to inducing new fire offices
10 come on the scene, as is mooted. it would mean that
these would be willing to enter Canada. and make the
usual deposit of $30,000 apiece at Ottawa, and all with
theobject of taking up business in Wimnipeg at dis-
carded rates ;—we do not expect Winnipeg merchants
will get relief from such a source.

It remains for them to see that their city gets the
necessary fire protection—to compiy with the require-
ments in this direction of the fire offices. if they want
their properties insured. Until this is done, things
being as they are, insurance companies caunot be ex-
pected to sell their insurance at rates they counsider
madequste.

Theattitude of the Manitoba Legislature, as shadow-
ed in some of the papers, if correct. is, to our way of
thinking. not a wise one. We are told by the insurance
companies themselves that whatever \Vinnipeg may
have been in che past, for the last three or four years
(exclusive of this last fire), no wouey has been made
in it by them. Now, what will be thought of the Mani-
toba Legislature if under these circumstances they pro-
ceed to place on cach Company a tax. and impose
other onerous conditions for the privilege of operating
in their field?> Such impositions only come out of the
people after all, and by somuch add to the costof their
jnsurance. ‘That is the way it works in the Province
of Quebee.

We wish well to enterprising \Winnipeg—we wish
well to the Fire Insurance compauies, and believe that
the interests of both lic in this direction, viz., at the
carlicst possible date let Winnipeg havea first class
firc ecquipment, aud meanwhile let both parties, by con-
ference if necessary, arrange such interim terms as on
a basis of reasonableness and mutual conciliation may
be found possible.

The Fire Insurance Companics of France during
the past ten yearshave paid alarger sumtothe Govern-
ment for taxes than to their stockholders for dividends.
Losses last year were 6o.53 per ceul., and  expenses
and commissions 33.90 per cent.




