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AMERICUS VESPUCIUS;

Praperly, Amerigo Vespucer; born Maureh 9,
“51, at Florence, of an anctent family. Ile
tly mado groat progress in natural philosaphy,
tronomy and gengraphy, at that time the three
incipal brunches of science studied at Florence,
account of thewr importance 1n relation to
mmerce. In 1490, he weant to Spain for the
wpose of truding, and wes at Sewile when
.olumbus was sking preparations for his
cond voyage. The success of Columbus’s
-derialing excited Vespucer 1o give up trede,
id explore these newly-discovered countres.
ccording to s own account, in one of hus let-
ts, he entered on lus first voyage, under the
.misond of admral Ojeda, May 20th, 1497,
lio 4 Mt the harbor of Cadwz with 4 ships, and,
ter & voyage of ST days, reachcd the main
nd of America, explored the bay of Paria, and
. coast for several hundred miles, and, after
. months, returned to Sgain, and was received
ith distinction by the coutt at Seville. In
ay, 1499, he began his second voyage, the
uit of which was the discovery of a multitude
“amall islands  This ishis own account. But
is fully proved, that no euch voyege asthe
_e firat mentioncd was made, and that his first
_pedition to the new continznt was made in
-499, ynder the command of Ojeda, = year afier
n discovery and examination of that part of the
.astby Columbus  Gther gccounts of Vespue-
. are, also, incongsistent with the statement
-ove given. After this, he entered the service
~king Emanuel of Partugal, and made 2 voy-
.es 1n Portuguese ships; the first, May 10,
501; the second, May 10, 1503. The object
{this laat voyage was to¥ind a westerly passage
- Malocea.  Amerigo armived at Brazil, and
iscovered the bay of All Saints, n 1305, he
sain entered the service of the king of Spainy
ut made no more voyages, as appears from
emorands, showing that he was at Saviile till
-08, at which lime he was appeinted principal
dot. i duties wera ta prepare charts, and
resceibe Toules for vessels in their voyages to)

seoen

the continent by thv furmer 13 not to be ques-
tinned. Vo have a chart of America lnid down
by Amerigo; a Journa! of 1 of his vy nges, print
ed at Pacs, 1532, 1 the Latn language, m 92
pages, dto ; aml Amerigo’s Letters, wluch ap-
peared at Flurrace after his death, pubhshed

jby John Stephen di Carlo da Pavi. Yespucc
dred at Seville, m 1512

Bmanuel, kg ol

ortugal, caused the remains of the ship Victo-
rn, in which he Lad ninde lus last voyage to
America, t3 be bung vp i the cathedral at Lus.
bon, and Florence conferred marks of distinetion
an his femily.  ‘Lhe accounts of his life are full
of cootradictions and perplexities.

Encyclopedia Jmericara.
AMES FISHER,

One of the most eluguent of American states-
men and writers, was born at Dedham, in Mas-
sachusetts, Apnl 9, 1733, of very respectabio
patents  Soon after the campletion of s 12th
year, ho was admitted to llarvard college, with
the reputation of uncommon talents aud attain-
ments.  Diligence, regularity aud success mark-
ed his colleginto course of four years, Aftes
receiving hig degree, in 1774, the nurrow cir-
cumstances of hig widowed mother compelled
him to postpane, for scveral ycars, the accom-
plishment of his original purpose of studying the
law. In the interval, ho scted as an assis.ant
teacher in a public school, and continued to cul-
tivate classical lieruture, to the signat improve-
ment of his taste and faucy. At leugth, in 1781,
he commenced the practico of the law, with the
stock of knowledge which he hiad acquired i
the office of a member of the profession, in Bos-
ton. Opportunity snon occurred for the display
of his superior qualifications, both as a speaker
and essay writer. The fame which followed
his carly efforts conducea to place hum in the
Massachuselis convention for ratifying tho con-
stitution, in 1788. From this sphere, ia which
he made a deep imprassion by some ofkis speech-
es, particularly that on bienuial elections, he
passed to the house of representatives i the
state legislature. Here, lio soon became so
eminent as an orator and man of business, that
the voters of the Suffulk district elected hm
their first representative in the congress of the
United States. e had not heen long in that
assembly beforo his friends and ndmirers were
satisfied that they had aot overrated his abilites,
He won there the paln of eloquence, besides
proving himself cquul to the discussion of the
deepest subjects of politics and {inance, and the
execution of the most arduous committee labors.
He remained in congress during cight years,
tho whole of Washington’s adm!nistration, which
pho constantly and zealously defended. ¢ His
speech on the British treaty,” says his distin-
guished brographer, doctor Kirkland, ¢ swas the
wra of lus political kfe.  For maany months, he
had been ainking under weokness, and, though
be had aitended the'long and interesting debate

~mew world, which soon received his .mmnz]c

on the question which involved tho coustitution
aud the peace of the Uaited States, it was feared
ho woul& bo unablo to spenk. But shen the
titne cumo for taking n vote sn big with consc-
quences, h 8 emotions would nat suffer him 1o
be silent. llis appearance, his situation, tho
magattude of his subject, the force znd the pas
thos of his eloquence, gave this speech an extra-
ordinary power over the feehings of the digmfied
ond numerous ussembly who heard it.  VWhen
he kad finshed, a member in opposition moved
to postpone the decisivn of the question, that
they might uat vote under the influsnce of a
sensibibity which their culm judgment might con-
demn. ’— Oun tha retirement of Waslungton, Mr.
Ames returned tu his residence at Dedhom,
whera lie accupied himself with the management
of his farm and the practice of the law. The
ilatter ho relinqnished in a few years, owing to
the decline of is health; but he felt too deep an
nterest in tho welfare of his country to withdraw
his mind und pen from politics. 1Io published
a considerablo number of essays, relating chicfly
to the contest beiween Greatl Brilain aud revo-
lotionary France, ns it might affeet American
liberty and prosperity. No writer evinced more
ardor for the success of Britain, or wore horror
of the character and tendencies of the French
despotism. In 1304, Mr. Ames was chosen
prosident of Harvard college,—an honor which
he dechned. W hen Washington died Mr. Ames,
then a member of the council of the common-
w2alth, was sppuinted to pronounce his funeral
eulegy beforo the legislature of Massachuseits,
—The injury which his coustitution sustmined
! 1795 was never fully repuired. Frowm that
period his health declined, untily at Jength, alter
an extreme debility for two years, death cnded
lus sufferings.  tle expired July 4, 1808; and,
when the intelligence of this event wag received
a public meeting of cilizens was Leld, ia order
to testify the general respect for his character,
this remains were carried to Boston, wharo they
werg interred with honors such as had not been
before paid to those of any private citizen.—In
1809, his waiks were issucd in a large octavo
volume, with prefatory notices of lus life and
character, (rum the pen of the reverend doctor
Kirkland, president of Harvard college, whao had
enjoyed his personal fricadship aund intimacy.
Tie volumo 1s fraught with profound remarks,
various historical Jore, and cloguent declama-
tion  Although the political interest of most of
the topics is gone, there remains much to copti-

vale and reward attention in the richness of
fancy, warmth of feeling, Leauty of language,

and felicity of capious illustration, which distin-

guish elmost every page —Fisher Ames left

seven children and a wife, to whom ho was ten-

derly sttached. In person, he excecded a little

the middle stature, was well-proportioned and

perfectly erect.  Ilis features and countenance

werc fine, and his manners easy and afable.

OF his delivety as an orator, his biographer

states, that he did not systematically study the

exterior graces of speaking, but his attitude was




