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kt a strong obligation Vo contri-
ete for the Goeýpel's sake. iReli-
Pous privilege cheaply enjoyed cau
carcely be said Vo be enjoyed at
àl: that which cost us littie is con-
idered little worth. The rule of
Mir Lord to His disciples is, "Freely
re have received, freely give." If
bc freegiving be withheld, the
re-reelving is absolutely of littie
Tofit. There is also that blessed
aving of Christ, "It is more bless-
.1 to give than to receive." Certain
i is, that there cannot be a selffsh
njoyinent of Gospel bles.-ings.
lhe grace of God in the heart is
ýSelf-devoting power, prompting
ri love and good works.

COMU'ORT IN SORROW.

Tlii day of death is a day of sorrow,
srting, and desolation ; and the world
full of' su eh sorrow, and has been ever

ùice sin entered and death commencedl
~reign. There aro mourners going

bout the streets ; and there are child-
tu who sigh in the sadness of their or-
àinare: there are mothers weeping for
heir clilidren and refusing to be corn-
ýrted because they are not ; yet in al
hi, world-wide sorrow, there are con-
*)«itons, foi' in the bitter cup God bath
eiled love, and mercy and bles.a-

Wh len we are called to part with t.hose
rt!oe we must not tbink merely of the
ryliilless of our own desolate hearts,
ni we rnust consider their condition,
&I flnd comf'ort in Christian hope.

finour friends are taken from us
Lýy are taken from the many burdens
lat tliey bore; froni the world of bitter-

~and anxiety, and distress. Some -
its the night that brings to us a gref
L~t breaks our lieart, brings to themn the
6~t calin, sweet repose they have known
ýmaiiy years. At luet tbey have rest

from their labor, no more tortured by
disease, no more racked by pain, no
more pantirig for the vital breath, no
more burdi'ned with anxieties4 and op-
pressed willi woe,-adl is flOw peace,
and there ii only rest and joy in store
for theni.

Sémetinies our littie ones are taken
from us, and we rnourn. But we must
flot forget that they are takea from a
world of' sorrow, froni the many evils to,
corne, froin pains, bereavements, and
disa-Ppointnients, fromn temptation, and
sin, and shaîme. How many there are,
who, haviîg lived long years, on earth,
bave in the days of their anguizb and
their sin, Iooked baek and 'wished that
ja early lilè they had been laid te rest
in ai s'lent grave!1 Then Job, the man
Of God, said : Why dîed I net from the.
womb ? and Iamnented that he had liv-
ed to suifer the ilis that encompaseed,
him, and that, he had not rather been
carried in infancy te the quiet grave,
where the wicked cease from troublinge
and thejweary are at i est. But God
had blessings in store for Job, se rich
and full as to, maire birn forget the sorrowo
that were past. He aise has blessings
for us, and the life he gives us ini our
opportunity to receive them.

Not only are oir littie ones, when eut
do"n by death. saved from. much afflic-
tion, and firom. zany griefs which we
would willingly escape, but ur hope
concerning them ia good. '0f sucb. is
the kingdom of beaven.' They are, as
they were Wben Jesu us ork eartb, the
objects of his special care and tender
love. And as by Adamn ail die so, by
Christ sheil ail be made aive. The
children long held in deatb's captivity
'shail corne again from the land of the en-
emy,' they 'shall co're again to, their own
border,' and enter with joy the kingdora
of our God. The patient toil of the
wearied inother is flot in vairr. *l'er an-
xiety and-travail ber' <ays of weârines
and her nights of wathing, n& «gfnieé,
and tears, .and pr'%ymr are ne~ in. ai1.


