THR CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

sot the same, however, in every particu-
lar caze : because it is & conscious and
not an unconscious life.  Whenever you
want to organize the church, there is
always & cluss that raise an outery in
favour of the superior importance of re-
ligious lif2; just as there are others who,
when you insist upon life, ery out in
favour of organization. Buv in this
matter wixlom is justified of her chil-
dren.  Life i« the first essential, organi-
gation i8 the next. ‘These two things
are so far from beine incompatable that,
wherever there is life, it must develope
itself in an orderly form.  We must
have system, aud it is every man's duty
in e churcir to lend his energies te
this end. It should be thoroughly un-
derstood that a Church without system
is a Courch without lite.

The next effect of Church life is an
impulse in the dircetion of foreign mis-
sions; but then it must be spontaneous.
The natural plant grows and spreads its
seed spontancously throughout the land.
There onght to be no artificial excite.
ment, no claborate combinations, to pro-
duce foreizn missions. Laborious at-
tempts to create a foreign mission, for
its name and glory or its reflex influ-
ence upon the home field, are sure ‘o
end in disappointment. We oursclves
have been enabled to pursue a ;ight
course in this matter. We waited for
years; and the fact that we had to wait
smply showed that the time had not
come.  Siuce we entered upon cur mis-
sion, we have sent a brother that we
could ill spare, to the farthest verge of
thisgreat Empire of' the West, an accom-
plished young minister to India, a most
weful Caclic minister to the islands of
the sea, and we are about to send ano-
ther to the same interesting field. But
such results are significant only when
tln:iy come from the impulses of life
onder the guiding providence of Him
who controls the hearts of men, and can
provide labourers for His work when He
pleases,

Another effect of life is a growing spi-
rit of catholicity. Life is Jove. The
Christian Church in its foundation, its
principles, its precepts, its institution,
tts membership, and its consummation, is
an embodiment of love.

It is & common belief that separations
are evidences of life, and so, in one
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sense, they are. They are an evidence
of the vigour and activity of the old
man with his affections and lusts, bus,
that they arc an evidence of true Church
life, would be difficult to prove, cither
from the New Testament or from the
nature and facts of the case.  Schisms
have developed an unnatural excite-
ment—an unhealthy kind of life: but a
lite which has overrun society with a
flood of bitterness and unhappiness.
While church extension has heen am
unforseen effuct, they have produced no
good effect upon that charity which is
the greatest of all the graces, and endu-
reth forever. They have generally re-
sulted from disputes and discussions on
ecclesiastical polity and details of aulmin-
istration. An extreme sensitiveness on
such matters is no sign of life, but the
contrary. Life is love, and these sepa-
rations have resulted not from love, but
from hatred, variance and emulation.

Hence [ observe, that with returnin
life, love is again in the ascendant, an
the fountains of tenderness besin to
overflow. For the divicions of Reuben
there are searchings of heart.  The true
Christian loves every other true Chris-
tian. He sees in him the image and
superscription of his Gol. He loves
him not as an Episcopalian or a Presby-
terian, but as a brother. Hence any-
thing in the shape of a desire to acquire,
through union, Preshyterian power and
ascendancy, stands self-condemned. A
union movenent of that kind sinka into
a contemptible maneuvre. A union
movement should result from a reviving
piety in the Churcl, and should breathe
a friendly spirit towards all Christian
denominations. A union agitation,
which is the result of an artful, azores-
sive policy on the part of keen Presby-
terian propagandists, who v.ithdraw
their affections from the Catholic Church
of Christ. covers feelings and passions
that condémn it, and deserves neither
encouragement nor success.

It is very reasonable, however, that
Presbyterians, owing to their couimon
origin, principles and interests. and the
opportunity of easy incorporation which
their great similarity affords, should
regard one another with a pecaliarly
friendly eye. And when this regard
springs from a teoly Catholic spirit—
from love and mutual respect—it is a



