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mittee on the Law School appointed this
terni.

Mr. Pollard's letter as to the allegc.d
unpîofessional' conduct of an attorney
was read.

The plans of increased accommnodation
in the'library, were laid on the table and
referred to the Finance and Iibrary Com-
inittees.

Ordered, Tliat the subject of law
stamps, and of ail contracts between the
Governmnent and the Law Society be
referrpd to a comimittee composed of the
followîng Benchers, namely :Messrs.
Hodginis, Macleninan, Bethune, M . C.
Carneron, and Meredith, to report to con-
vocation on the last Tuesday of the yu.ar.

Tuesday, 26th Deccemher, 1876.

MIr. Crîckmore in the chair.
The report of the Exaniiners on the

Scholarship Examinations was received,
read and adopted, the scho]ars being:

4th year, Mr. Fullerton.
3rd year, Mr. T. IRidout.
2nd year, Mr. Sheppard.
let year, Mr. Hodgiins.
The Special Comimittee on ýStamps and

Contracts between the Governiment and
the Law Society, was re-appointed.

A letter from Mr. Arniiour, refusiug to
reconsider his resignation, was read.

Ordered, That Mr. Armour's resigna-
tion be accepted, and that a caîl of tbe
Bench be made for the first Iuesday of
next terni to elect a Bencher in bis place.

Mr. Osler gave notice that hie wonjd
inove on the tirét Tiuesday of next terni
for the appoiiitmeiit of a Comiumttee on
Disciplin'e, under the Act of ]ast session.

Mr. Casey's petition to have bis inter-
inediate exarnination was granted.

MECHANIOd~ LIEN LEGISLA-

TIOZV

The manifest injustice to which our
present mode of tinkering statutes some-

times leads is well illustrated by the case
of Walker v. Walton. In that case the
plaintiff acquired a lien under the Me-
chanics' Lien Acttof 1873, and duly reg-
istered his lien as required by that Act ;
the plaintiff, however, had given the de-
fendant credit whîch did not expire until
after the passing of the Mechanies' Lien
Act of 1874, he consequently had not
commrenced a suit before that Act camne
into operation.

Under the Act of 1873, section 4, it
would have been sufficient to keep the
plaintiff's dlaimi alive if lie had coni-
menced his suit and registered a H8s pen-
dens within 90 days after the period of
credit expired. The 1 4th section of the
Act of 1874, however, provides " that

every lien shall absolutely cease to, exist
after the expiration of thirty days afler
the icork sh ail have beem cumipleted * *
unless in the meantîme proceediîîgs shali
have been instituted to realize the dlaim
under th(, 1provisýions of this Act, and a cer-
tificate thereof is duly registered, &c."
And the 20th section cornes in with the
usual, aithougli uninecessary declaration
'«that ail Acts incousistent with the pro-
visions of this Act are hereby repealed.7

IJnder this legisiation, the Court of
Chancery bas been driven to hold that
althougrh the plaintiff up to the tume of
the passing of the Act of 1874, had a per-
fectly good lien equivalent in point of
fact to a mortgage on the property for the
arnount of his debt, yet the moment that

Act camne into operation, that lien wae
blotted out, because lie did not fulfil the
condition which the legisiature bad im-
posed by the Act of 1874, of taking pro-
ceedings under a statute, which, at the
time fixed for taking the proceedings had
not even been passed 1

We commend this instance of ex post

facto) legisiation, and the taking away of
vested righits by Act of IParliarnent, to
the attention of the Huse at it8 present
session.
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