
THZ -MOTHER'S LESS0ON1

He had done bravely ; hie had. fouglit his first fight witli
ai dash, an utter conternpt for life, a skill, nioreover, and
a coolness, rarely seen even in the ranks of France. Ail
tougues rang 'with his praises - praises whohiy witliout jea-
lousy, but mixed with sorrow, for hie hied ber.n left for dead
upon the battie-field. He woke up among a heap of dead
,and gave himself up for lost, and sent homie froin that terri-
bie death-bed a loving '' Good-nighit," which lie thouglit
iiideed to be his, last. And the Churcli of Our Lady of Vic-
tories came back to hiuîn, withi his mother's; lesson and the
long-loved Tabernacle, the great happiness of cliildhiood's
<lays ; .and his thonglits were very full of ali that mnakes
iian's hleart the graildest of gifts that cati be given to Cod.
W-ould it have been better if the searchi-party thoi, camle cut
to look for others had iiot founld imi, and if lie hiad died,
stili flinging pure kisses to the Taberniacle at home?

Trîey bore hinm - so, carefull - - to the hospital, and thev
tcook care of him, and those noble Sisters of Chiaritv of
course were thiere - whiere are they not ? -- to nurse and
w'atch and keep the flickeriug life f vciii going out. And
then, as hie grew better, tliey praised irn, anîd the praise
,extered into himi, and the nioiher' s lesson began to lose its ,

power, and tlie " Good-nligiits " ilew withi weighit upon
tlieir wixxgs. Thé wounds of the first battie hiad passed iiîto
his soul.

Ali officer wlio had riseil fromn the ranks, iii higli conîmiiaid,
of far and wide fame for courage and skill iii leading, still
iii the prime of life, but dyiug ini part fromn exposure in pe-
i, but in part also, from carelessness and iuxury of life.
A -,allant soldier, a skilful chieftain, and no more. Climb-

iug uipwards iii the world - this is bis one thouglit. By
and by to be a rnarslial of France, xvho knows? Is then
the mother forgotten, a 'nd lier lesson Iost ? Nay; she lias
said the 'Good-nigyht" for hiim always: and lie !-lie lias


