
GENERAL INTENTION FOR
SEPTEMBER.

Xîzned by /he Car-dintal Pro/c/or anzd biessed by the
'Pope/or- ail /he Associa/es.

Tihe Interests of the Church in Italy.

-HF Holy Father, anxd with hlmu ail men of souud
-1 judgment, to Nvhatsoever country they mav be-

)jI~ long, loudly proclaini that tire Popes temporal
J~sovereignty is necessary for tire proper govern-

i5nent of the Churcli. It is ail very well to ex-
patiate on thc so-called interests of the natiun-hc:ttersay
t.he ruthless tyraurîy of a party,-but,%we cannot blind our-
selves to the interests of an illiinritable societv like the
Church, Nlîich are nranifestly paraînount.

A situation %vhich is vexatious to a bociety of uigli on
to three millions of inen, who go to iake up ail or at
lea-st thec vast bulk of civiiized nations, is, to put it nidly,
one of violent strain, aud doonred to change in the no
very remote future.

But are ilot tire truc interests oFthe Italîan nation, so to,
say, ideuticai iii this case with those of Hly Church ?
',It is not easv to comniprehend," observes Leo XIII, I' how
the iufatuated sedariesç have gone so far as to boldly pre-
tend that thze temporal power of the Pope lias proved a
curse to thre Italian race, since, on tU'e contrary, the his-
tory of every age bears out the assertion that the Papacy
lias beexi at ail tiares fur tire peoples of the Italian penin-
sula a sure guarantee of prosp2ritýy and eudless blessingsl»


