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A RAINV DAN.

XViII it neyer i)e weary of raining,
The whole of the live-I<>nr day?

I heard a youing voice conipdaining,
At the hours I)assed sl0owIy away.

For the patter, pattcr, patter,
XVas heard on the i'înclow pane,

And liercely the Nwind kept hloning,
And hcavily feUi the rain.

My chil-i a,~ the wori(1 roIIN onwair.
In dfarkness and sunshine and shade,

The clouds wilI often o'er shadow
Thelives %with which sunhine hasplayed.

EDNVARr> N. -1%II.1ii.
Chappaqua, N.Y., i nio., 1888.

10W SHALL, WE BEST RETAIN
OUR VOUNGER MNEMBERS

1N T1H E SOCIETY.

For me, who have attended Friends'
Meetings from my earliest childhood it
seems int possible to. realize that anyonv
t;--y educated and ingrafted in the
principles of Friends can ever be any-
thing else, and the tact that SQ nmany,
young memibers are joining other de-
nominations I think is large'ý due to

the lack of right influence at homne. The
ýFirst-day Sehools are doing a great

'ork in the righlt direction, but few
zhdrnare induced to attend if there

'is a lack of interest on the part of
pareiits. FEriends are also too negli-
"ent in looking after their absent mcm-
bes, there is where the chturches have
be advantage of us. While we sit quiet-
y wvaiting for thein to corne to, us, the

_alaried minister is groing into the l-'igh-
'a-s arid 1ývays and gDathering thern

i.Are ive doing ail we can in a social
avfor our voung members ?
Look at the chui.ch fairs and church

éia les. Yoling pleI fllust be kept
It 'vas once nty3 J)rivilege to be-

ýng, to a First-day School where once a
»I~h the aduit class hiad a sociable,
UIs the y*oung p)eople becamne naturally
îttrested in the saine things. n i t
~ding mncetings -w'here they i'ould sec

each other, for I believe w~e often derive
as much benefit from the social ming-
Iing together as frorn the sermon. A
kindly shake of the hand, and an in-
terest in each others' welfare often bas
more influence than we are aware.

What the world nceds to. day is prac-
tical Christianity, and the First-day
Sclhools and the Society for Philanthro-
pic lal)or are opening such ivide fields
of tisufulness that ail young and earnest
workers cani easily find as mnuch emiploy-
ment as the churches offer in any of
their good works.

I think I"riends have been apt to Iay
too much stress on pi.einncss of speech
and apparei, and have lived too much
wrapt up in the times of George Fox
and Williamn Penn. Now the whole
civilized world is begi..a-ing to realize
thai it is the present we are living for.

F'or my part I am thankful that I arn
living, just now, in the close of the fine-
teenth cenury, in this age of progres-
sion and reform, and I hope rny life
mnay be sparcd to sec the opening of'
the twentieth, that I rnay s-e more of its
trood accomplislied.

Perhaps 1 ýýi one referred tco in your
article of second month,that the Society
of l"'riends bias donc its work. I believe
it has donc a great and good work, that
the Friends of olden times in their be-
licf werc far in advance of their age,
and the reason it has done a great work
is hecause its l)rincipies are so rational.
But do not let me be understood that I
do not appreciate the beautics of
Friends' meeting, and right here I would
like to urge our memibers to, more regu-
lar attendance. Oni First days there are
few but what have the opportunity to
attend if rhcy choose, and if they would
attend in the middle of the w'eek I think
thev would find it time weIl spent, on
returning home th-e every-day cares and
burdens of life would seeni s0 much

"4There îq nmany a rest on the road of life
If the wevary liart would mnake it."

ANNA. WýAS-HBURN.
Chappaqua, N. Y.


