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flot fixed upon tlicir Upro~ets V
do tiot love God. Till it is elaîîgel thie
carnil mmid is cnimity agaiîîst God, for
it is udît subjeet f0 the laîv ot* Cod, nei-
ther inîieed cani lic. Ail our desires and
afIrections are carthward-set uipon tic
worlci, or tipaîî sin. We are useleFs fbr
good. IVe do not glorifie God-tlîe
,nrau d object l'or wbieh ive wcr ececd.

Or, ivo, are like the vouuicr son in
the parable, îvbo demanîîded of bis fatiier
flic goods fliat M'Il ta hlmii, and on ]lis re-
cciving bis portion, wvent inrto a far eoîn.
try and wvasteîl his substance ivitîx riot-
ous living. Wlien hoe had spent ail, th lere
arlose ci înighty faiinne in flic land, and
lie bogan tn hola'ant. Ile theiî ver.t
and hiired himscif' to a citizen of that;
counîirv, ivho sent hlmi into the field to
feed swvinc. Au'! so abject vras lio, so
poor, so rniserabie, that lie vwoulà fhiin
hlave partakecn of thec very bulsks îvich
the sivine did cat. Sueh. is no exzaggora-
tell description of oui' state, as sinneî's.
Did not our lirst parents demianil of God
the Portion or gonds IvIlich f(11 to tbiemn?
Did tliey n(.. exhibit a similar spirit to
the vouuger sou i n the parabie ? They
<elaimcd a' righlt to lise the facuiltics vhicl
God had giî'en theiîn, in tîxcir oivn way,
for ilicir owu purposos. for thecir owvn
pleasure. Tiîoy i'ouid bc as godso, know-
ing grond and cr11. Tlicy would bic in-
dependctut. Tlicy wauild. take wliat
woul<l administer to tlîcir gratification.
Thcy tlîought nat of' God ait flic trnie, or
their oiwn wli ivas parainounit to, lis:
tlîoy set their own wiill above lis. "lAnd
ivlien thec tcoian saiL' flîqi Mie Irc îca.ý
*qaod for 'voîl, and Miai il icas pl<'csant
ta flic eye, and a il-ce .0 btc élsired to
make one icisc', site look of'hiw fruit tlîe>e-
of and did ('at; and gaver also linto lier
lîîîsband iifliber, and lie did cat"-
There 'vas tlic <ieuand :<' Giv-e me the
portion aI' goads wvhich faiieth tome.
The ivili of'the cïcature rising st-perior
to flhc creatoî'-thlt son îvishin- t0 bce
ludependout of' th,;' fatlîer-striking ont
a Jyatli of ]lis owvr,, goiing after bis own
objects, seeking bis own pleasure. Did
tlic prtion of goods actually fail to hlm,
or uidti i t not d perid upon luis fathier's
ivili %rbetlhr it fell ta lii or not ? Iu
one sense the portionîdid, ftltolhim : thbc
g-onds wre bis own. rI another sense
tlic portion did not fadl to hini: thegod
wvere nat his ovwn. ŽNaw, exactly so is it
Ivifh those faculties and. cidowmients
vvlîicli God lias conferred upon lus zrea-
turcs. Iu one sense they arc thecirs, lu
anotlicr tliey arc Uod's. They ara ob-

viotîsli' uaL tlîoir.s, Io lue nllyd
they please. Tlicy nmust bo CliiOVd(
for the purposes for i'hicu tlici ivero
besfowcd, anà tnt lu d]irect onnosition to
f lic bestower. 'Man had noa rig..c ta sai',
lierause lic ias crcatcd vitli suelu and
sticli flîculi es: 1 eau employ thoern ai 1
pîcase: I eau caret what 1 oîcase: 1
eau ivili irbat I plcase: I can thiik and
aet as I please. 'fie nmoiment that «i
fiiongh lit fercd Adai's lioart wirîel lie
knew ta bc eontrary fo (God's iviil, it
slîould hlave licou discaî'ded. lie shild
have entertainod li0 dosire ivlich ivas
contrarY to thic mli or cininîand of' God.
The~ moment fliat lie dîd sa lie bla sinî-
ed, lic liad thilen. Then lie iont ini a
farc conîîfry-a farV country iudeed!l-
estrauged 1'u'on God-away fromn hlm
-as l'ih fromi God as evil i5 fromn
goad, as alienation is froni fiendsliip,
as liatred is froin love. lc mwent
into a lii country, wlîciro lie liaJ na
master, wliere lie wýas ]lis own nmasfer,
wliero lie iniglit dlo as lic liked, irr lic
nîliglit foIlDiv ]lis oîvu iii, î%vbec lie
niit ai, tifify bis owvn pîcasure, plursile
lus own laies, live for hiimseif, and by'
bimseit', "lwithlit God ini tlu îvork'. Ah*
tlîis is whiat manî did. Il Give nie flic
portion flunt fallefli ta me". Let me use
uîy faculties as I please. Let nie have
my owivil i, niy own pleastire. Lot no
resti'aint houone thc.ughts, my pas.
sions, miy actiolns-no parental resTi'aint
-no conr'oi, mvbef ler of a faitlier's love
or of a faflier*'s atliorit3. Anud ho veut
hiq uvay. Hie left bis f'atber's , r -- ýc
luis fluher's linuse, a, fafher's teui'iie-,ss,
and a fathier's afflectiou-and setfled at a,
distance froni lus home-at; a distanre
fî'om God, and froiî lîcaven, aid frorn
the endoa-rients of tic Divine love, and
the advanfages of the divine intercourso
and counsco nd protection. And whlat
did ho do there ? Wliat <lacs mani now
do as a sinnior ? fle speuds bis sub-
stance lu riotous living-not; in a literaI
sense, but lu a spiritua<il sense-wasiug
bis fitoultiee, mispcnding bis powvers,
casting aivay on tlie nost 1mortbless oh-
jeets the tî'easui'os of lus afl'cfions-cM-
pioying tlîem ail on lus oivn selfusli or sin-
flui gratificationî. Is lu not so ? To wliat
-%vaste arc ail aur poivers put ? To wliat
abjects arc aur affections devoted? Is uaL
seif', is iuot sin ln tbeni ail ? Sornie mai'
go fauthler titan otiiers lu sin, ini inteni-
perance, la sensuality, luidn snes
lbut ail are awa'y ç1rom Godi, anid Pursu.î
iîug tlîcir amui abjects, gratifying their
owuîi debires, wabting their poweis, thelir


