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of a living tree is no longer a tree in whole or ini part and caib
neither have Ilsupernatural life " nor "continuity."

In immediate connexion wvith the above stands Ilthe main-
taining the necessity of a valid ordination to the Holy Ministry
and the celebration in a befltting nianner of the rite of ordin-
ation." Here it would have been instructive and iit have.
hi-en thoughit necessary to explain wvhat is a <'valid ordination,"
whebher it hais amy connexion with the " historie continuity of
the Church," and whether the word IlHoly," as applied to the
xninistry, the sacrament, niarriage, etc., teaches anything more.
than the word generally does in the New Testamnent, where it.
is applie1 to everything and everybody in corinection with the
church, and means not "' Holy " in thie oki Testament sense,
when applied to persons but siînply rcnewed natures and gener-
ally, character. As applied speciallaj to innisters, it revives a
distinction out of wvhich a host of evils have sprung. "lThe
efficacy of the Sacrainent " being expressly taughit ira the Con-
fessions and Catechisms, its reaffirmiation here witholit explain-
ation, raitqes the inquiry wvhether the Ileftlcacy," ai .,,itioned,
aneans soanething more than they ineait by the word. IlTlie
promotion of education on the basis of Holy Baptism " suggests;
that religious education should proceed on the assumption of
baptism having planted a holy seed of £egeeration-which the
church seeks and symbolises but canno&. guaramtee-according
to the confession. Undoubtedly baptised chidren should lie
educated as meanhers of the church, thougli their education is
often entrusted to those who are witnout fitne-s or authority
and is consequently devoid of a religious character.

"'The restoration of the Holy Communi>qn ta its right place"-
suggests once more the inquiry : Whiat is the Ilright" place ?
The word «restoration" suggests that this sacramnent does not
occupy its right place now. It would have saved much misap-
prehension if the Society had told what the right place is. Thie
revival of "9Daily service" and the IlChristian year"' might (Io
much good but mot mearly so inuch as is expected. If churches
amid crowded populations stand empty now on Sundays, what
hope is there .niat the saine claurches will be resorted ta on thie
other busy days of tire week ? The daily services of a former
age resulted from an idea, now exploded, of a superior virtue


