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SOHOOL OCCUPATIONS.

BY EVELYN S. POSTER.

We have ail heard'of the the Freuchman's three rutes for'
happiness, each rude consisting of the the one word IlOccupation."
We are equally famillar with the old saying about the mischief
supplied for idie hands. If men and women need something to
do to, make them liappy and to keep them rnt of evil ways,
surely we demand too mucli of little childrcx- iilen we tell thom
to, ho quiet and good and yet give them nothing to do. In the
first years of sehool-life, the pupils cannot gain much profit fromn
a study-bour, or even a study-haif-hour. A Boston teacher,
whose suecess in his profession gives woight to lis opinion, once
said to me: IlNever ask your littie pupils to, study longer than
ton minutes at a timo." In xnany sehools the older pupils would
be neglected if the prilnary children received the teacher's
attention at the end of overy ten minutes. It becomes thon
quite important to find somothing for the littie one to do that
wiIl not ho play, and yet wiIl not bo study, but -will ho as in-
teresting to them, as pla~y and perhaps as helpful as study. Hap-
puly the child is easily pleascd.

We have sometimes given our primary pupils large piecos of -
priuted paper and asked thom t-o prick holes lu each word they P
knew. To hunt for theso words, seemed to them like a game of
hide-and-seek, and it kopt them quiet for a longi timo. Que
needs to ho careful to find pieces of paper on which the print is
not too fine before giving this task to the chidren. Many of the
advt-rtising cards are quite pretty, and mnay hcocut iute pioces,
thrs:torming dissected pictures. If the pieces of each card are
kzept in an onvelope, it will not ho mucli trouble te distribute the
pictires to the chitdren. Anj idea, of form xnay ho giveu by
thesto cards, as some may bcecut into squares, somo jute triangles,
etc. A box of wooden tooth-picks may bc purchased for a few
cents. These are eas'Ily broken and bended, and so eau ho formed
into letters, words, and figures.

WVe il-ne-% a teacher once who allowed lier youngest pupils to
write letters to lier, which, after school, they placed in a Jrawer
of her desk called the Il post office." flere, too, in the morning
they foxind answer-s. ît was a delightful. occupation to the
children to write and roceive lettere. As the terni advanced,


