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there wer a ùewish communities., and where, there being those large and, ina-
portant Jlewish communities, a considerable portion of the heathen popula-
tion had been led to attend the synagogues, and there, whetther they were
actuaily proselytes or not, had lieard the Holy Seriptures read Sabbath after
Sabbath, and so, had their own minds and souls and spirits prepared for the

Ievangelization which was carried on by the apostles of our Lordt Jesus Christ.
If you just look at it for one moment in detail, yon, wifl recail to your minas
the instances; you will remember that the first heathen convert, the Ethi-
opian travelling in his chariot on his way back to Ethiopia, wvhen overtakenI
by Philip the Evangelist, vas doing-what ? Reaffing the Proph.ýt Isaiali.
H 1e did, not understand it, aud hie did not know what it moant, but still there
were his hzart and mind prepared by reading those HoIy Seriptures, &c., &c.

* * It seems to me, therefore, that one of the most importan&t works
that this great Bible Society has to, effeot la this: By P- wholesale distribution

jand dissemination of the 'Word of God among différent populations and differ-
ent people, sowing the WVord bore and there, not knowing exactly 'why, theyI
are preparing the way for the tinie when the mîssionary shall go forth with
hie feet shodl with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, and there, upon
prepared grtund, deliver the full message of God's grace. »

* * *~ * * * *

~The Rev. W. S. Sw.AN.SON,, ia seconding the resolution, said:-" Mly lord
and dear Christian friende, 1 rise to second the resolution that lias just been

1 put to this meeting, and I do so with feelings of the very deepest pleasure;
jbecause I know fuil well the immense beniefits that thie noble Society has
jconferred upon the land wliere I have spenz the lest twenty-three years of My
jlife. 1 feel that this Society ie one of the racet substantial, one of the truest,

ansd one of the most real missionary institutions we have in this or any other
jland; and 1 feel a deep debt of gratitude to this noble Society wben I think
of the niagnificent work which, it has been privileged by Godl to do ini the land
that, lies very near in ail its highest interests to my own heart--I mean the
immense empire of China. And I second this resolution not oniy with a
feeling of gratitude for what thie Society has already done in China, but with

ja lively expectation of benefits to corne in the sanme great land from this
jBritish and rioreigi Bible Society. 1 feel, xny lord, in supportin- reso-
jlution, and with a special view to the interests and wants of China, that 1 have
to speakî on one of the miost important questions that can occupy the attentionI

jof Christian people in this or umy other land. I sometimes think that therej
is no subj.ect ini ail the world so inucli mieuinderetood, or so littie un derstood

jas this great question of China, and the 'work for Christ in that empire; and v
I ama perfectly certain that in the ineasure in which a knowlIedge of the im-
portance of this great question is brouglit home to the hearts of Christian
Ipeople in this land of ours, and to the hearte of those who have the rulingj
jand the guiding, of this Society-in that mneasure wili tlais Society lend itsalf
to our help ini the immense empire of China, nd with double the vigour andIIforce that it lias ever doue ini the past. There is no empire in ail -the world
hke Chn;if yuthink of iti t xet ntemultitudeofisppl;f
3 o0u tnink of it in ite grand o]d history, stretehing back over 3,OOOyezzrs, with
l he wonderfui civilization which %va find imbedded in that history, with a 1
literature ail aiong the lino of that civilivition-a literature existing at a tinie
when there vas no literature in any ot.her part of the world. And 'when 1
think of.China to-day I corne te the same conclusion. 1 go Est, and pamss
down the ]Red Sea; 1 go out into the Indian Ocean; I pass the Bay of Bengal,
aud 1 go up thrutigh the Straits of Malacca, and 't corne to, China, and i can

jfearlessly say that there le no country or people that [puss on rny way exert-
ing the saie influence in the world to-day as the empire of China, and as this
Chiinese people. I miade a voyage the other day fiom China. 1 went dean
to the Straits of Malacca, and I' fouuid wlnt sixty years, ago vas a wild, uncul-

itivated jungle, undeveiuped by its aboriginal populatiop, a perfect gardon-
one of the most wealth-producing parts of the worid. A'nd 'whoai di ia wlî


