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We do not forg,,et that the Word of God, considered as a letter, is unable
to impart life to the scîul-unaýble ixxdeed to work any good result. Trie

letter " can only "kI; it is the Spirit who 1' giveth life.>' Regardin g
this great trutx tixere la iio room, surely, for dispute. The Fatxer lias life iii
fliniseif, and Re hath given to the Son tu have life in Rixusoîf end to quicken
whonx Be wvill. Tis life the glorified Saviciur iinparts by Ria Spirit to al
thern wIio believe upon Wxnli. The huixian soul rnust, in order to possess life,
cOrne into immnediate and vital contact with Him wvho is the fountain of life.
~Not.hing but the breath (if the Lord eiîtering into the dIry bonus ca-il cause
tIivin to live. In vain were ordinances bestuwod, andl tho ternis of the Lord
proclairnd, and tixe invitations of the gospel souixded in thxe ears, lunless di-
vine pow>ler should acconipany the word and give it an efflcacy whîicli it lias
not in itself. WVure tixis trutx igTxored, the utînost activity in the application
of the wvord would not resu1L iii fie salvation of aux'.

But the Lawv of God-the S.'criptures-God's truth. made knowix to us-is
the instrumient which the Spirit eixjIloýys in the impartation (.if the inew life,
and. in the developuxeiit of Christian character and graces ; and in this sense,
fixe- Law " couverts tixe so-ul." Ili ail ordinary cases -the Spirit -workS by
nieans-uses an appropriate instrumient ; and the Law is the instrument w]xlich
EHe desi gus to, enipl oy. " Tue S word of the Spirit is the word of God. " Axxd,
tixougix tue philosophy of, this niatter rnay be above uls there is (loubtless a
special appropriateness in Lue instrument, wifix reference t.0 the end xn view.
lie who miade txe huinan soul and knoivs it altogether, has ordainied His truth
to bo uised in the work of spiritual. ren.7vation. The Law declares fixe un-
cixaxîgeable hiolixxess of God and the guilt and mnisery into w hich inan lias fal-
len, axxd thxese triithis tixe Spirit uses for convincing us (>f sin. Thib perfect
Law discloses tixe redeaniiug love (if God, wlxo lias sent His Son tû die for our
deliveraxce, and slews tixe office of faith in receiving the gîf t freely offured to,
uis lîy Gî'od1 thuse trutlis, applied. by the Spirit who works faitx -witin uis,
inspires us with liope, and -ie pasa frorn a coixdeinned to a jixstified condition.i
froin the domnion (of the caimai niiuid, -which is deatli, to, that of tixe spirit-
ual mnax, wIxiclx is life and peace.

Thxus, b)rethren, we sec fixe exceeding, value cf God's Lawv. The greatest and
nxost blessed tratnsforuxation wlxich the lriran mmnd can undei-o is effectud
througfl its instrunxentalit.y. INor let it be said that we exaggerate the im-
portance of Seripture, seeixxg tixat the sotil mxa- bucnvertedh nasc o'
truth read iii any (if the thousaxxds (if pions book-s or tracts ivhich uxay corne
into our hiands, axxd esîîecially by iiaxs cf the tmutx dehi-vered to us by
preaching. For this were to forýgut tlxat the Bible is fixe one fouixtaixi of
revealed trutx, ai.d tîxat al the streaiiis of a îiious literature are fed hy it, and
that the voice of the preacher, t!.9qugli lie lie Clxrist's servant, can ]lave ixo
authority except as ]lis utterauices ag-ree with fixe inepired w îrd -" tù tho
Law and to the Testinioxy ; if thxey siîeak noV according to tîxeni, it is becr.u:e
tixure, is no hglxti txern. "

Let me corachide by exhxortixxg ail lxenring me to prize tixis great. boon
-%lich Gad lxatix ciSîferred upoîx us--the pos~session (if B-Jis perfect law-, and
nu every way te, shiew the value tluey attacli te it. Let us testify our appre-
ciatiox of the Scriptuves (,i) By thxe diligent use of 'lienu for our personal
benefit. Let uis say with tixe PsalnXit, "O0 hoiv love 1 t.ly law ; it is zny
nieditation ail thxe day :" lut our " dehiglxt" bu in the law of the Lord. Lut
us not think his lanîguag,,e tîoà intense when ]xe says tîxat God's precepts and
Statutes are " inore ti , lie de2.iredl than gold, yea thxan nucl fine gold :sweeter
aise thxai lxoxejy and the lxiniey-coxxxb." Most interestixg it, is to sec the
anxiou)is exuquirer after tixe truth, searchxing that word which -%vill ixot fail to
lcad himi, if sincere and humble, juttr l iglt ; or toi sec the reverexît and
diligenmt love wvith whicli the true and earnest Christian seelis in God's word
asR for hiid treasure.

Would that tîxure were far mxore sttxdy-thor ingl and prayerful-rif tU
SeriptturiL-. la thxere noV danger, even fromn fixe abundance of excellent inid
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