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SHEEP AND SWINE.
FEEDING YOUNG PIGS.

A correspondent, writing to tho Breeder's Gaz-
ette, says : In tho problom of foeding thore are so
many unknown quantities that the majority of
foeders of pigs go by guoss. In the absence of a
thorough knowledge of the feeding valuos of the
artioles used for foed, it 18 .ot strango that we
find many amusing projudicos among rasers. It
is a faot, however, that many of our most succeas-
ful feoders and brecders know little about the
chemical constituents of the feed they usse, or of
the formulas arrived at by science 1 arranging a
porfect ration for pig, horse or steer.

Not one housewife in a thoussnd of the many
good bread-makers can give any reason for the
action of the yeast on the duagh, and, perhaps,
nover heard of carbonic ncid gns, and, surely,
pever thought of the purt it plays in making the
bread light. Like Widow Bedotte, these fecders of
pigs and makors of bread go by their judgment,
and nono caun be successful at feeding pigs or
making bread who have not what an oldlady calls
“ good judginatical sense.”

An Irish neighbour, speaking of his success at
pig feeding, said, * A man must lock at his pig

“frequently. Yes, no pig will do well unless you
look at him frequently.” A rushing, busy neigh-
bour, who never took time even to count hLis
pigs, but pitched them their corn and hastened
away to his work, was always complaining of his
bad luck with his pigs. His nextneighbour, how-
over, had fine success. When he went to feed he
first saw that the trough and feeding-floor were
olean, and then looked over his pigs to see if they
were all there, If one or more were miesing, he
spared no time in secing what the matter was and
where they were. The laggards found, and his
pigs all at the table, he put in the slop, always
careful that it was not too sour or that it varied
little froma what he usually fed ; and he then en-
joyed seeing how every pig pitched in for its
share. When they were called for the corn he
had time o get in among them and spread the
corn out so all could get it readily, without
crowding and fighting for 1. He even had
time to rub the backs of a few favourites, and
to stand and look &t them eat. His neiglibour,
commenting on his laziuess, said, *B. would
hang on the fence a half-hour looking at his pigs
ont; and he did this threo times a day, yet he
always has good luck with his pigs, and I know
ho don't feed so much as I do.”

This circumstance illustrates about the same
principle in the Irishman’s plan of *looking at
them frequently,” The successful feeder likes to
foed, likes to seo them eat, and likes to keep
things in order about the pens and feeding-floor,
that the pigs may enjoy what thoy cat; and whea
that is eaten he loves to sce them find comfort in
cool shade, or to bathe in a clean stream, if he can
haveit so. Liko a great hog raiser, who is most
successful in raising, fecding and selling pigs, and
has a choice boar’s quarters in the corner of a nice
ton-acre meadow. ‘* Well,” said tho writer to him,
“Won’t that hog damage o great deal of grassi”
Hereplied, “Oh, yes, ho may muss it up a little; but
there is nothing too good for a hog.” He wanted
that hog to do without grain ; yat he wanted him to
keep up in flesh, as his customers saw him when-
ever they cama to the form to look at his fine
pigs. The old farmer felt the hog would pay him
for ali the grass he damaged. Hig pigs would be
the botter the next season, and bis fine glossy coat
would commend his get to every bayer.

In this case the successful man was securing
somfort and abundance of the very best feed for
that much-prized boar. Good care and good feed
arc essential to best success in handling pigs.

Gonorous feedors aro not always wise in the ra-
tions furnighed. Some overdo the business, and
by lavishly feoding young things with only fat-
forming feed, as if fattoning for the butcher, got
the pigs out of condition, and fit subjects for dis-
case. Unloss the pigs thus fod are disposod of at
an early age, they will likely go back or get out of
condition when thoy arc exposed to somo unavoid-
able extreme of heat or cold, or drouth or rain.
Once set baok, it is almost impossible to bring
such pigs or onlves back to profitable growth.
Had tho young things beon fod more than mere
fat forming food, and bone and fibre had de-
veloped in kooping with tho fat pul on, vigour
and health had boon estzllished so that they
would have passed through the tax impeged by
ohango of weather and rallied at once, or not have
shown any cheok in growth.

SHROPSHIREDOWN SHEED.

Qomparatively little is known in America of the
Bhropshiredown sheep. They have been justly
styled tho * sturdy champions of the medium
class.” Thoe old favourite, Southdown, has had the
monopoly as & mutton sheep, but must divide the
honour with the Shropshires, They are not so
large as the Oxforddowns, but carry a finer fleeos,
and are superior as s mutton sheep: indeed, it is
asserted that the quality of their mutton is equal
to that of the Southdown. Tho Shropshiredowns
are now the popular sheep in England and Soot-
land, and are becoming quite popular in Canada.
They are hardy and prolific, and we find them to be
extra good nurses. The average weight of a flock
of breeding ewes will be from 140 to 160 pounds,
and in good coundition should weigh 200 pounds,
moro or'less, Aged rams will weigh 250 to 800
pounds in good condition. A flock of store and
bresding ewes will shear from six to eight pounds
of wool. Tho flesce is close and the wool fine,
and from five to six inches long. Some say that
the fleeces are heavier, but wo seldom obtain over
eight pounds, except it is from a well-fed dey ewe,
or a ram.

The true Shropshire should have prominent
hazel ayes, rathar thiok, short faces, hollow in the
forehead, and broad betweon the cars. Dark
brown faces and legs are preferred as a matter of
fanoy, though black or even mottled faces do not
indicate impurity of blood. We added to our
flock this season & pair of shearling ewes, which
took first prize at Norwalk, Iingland, last fall,
and their faces are very dark, almost black, and
they have blaul logs. Longevity is a marked
characteristic of the breed. We find them much
hardier than the long-woolled shesp which we have
bred for many years, aud the crop of lambs has
been at least forty per cent. better, all having the
same feed and care. This breed of sheep has
spread throughout Great Britain very zapidly
within tho last ten years. They prove valuable
to cross on the white-faced ewes, improving the
quality of both wool and mutton,

THE CHEAPEST TIME T0 MAKE PORK,

R. I\ agkes if o full diet of grass in summer
and a full diet of grain in the wintor is not the
choapest plan for making pork. This, he thinks,
would cost very little in sammer, and the chief
expense would come in winter.

The ohief mistake in this ides which is very
prevalent 1s, that it gives a period of compara.
tively slow growth, at the very time when the
growth should be the mostrapid. Grassisa very
important food for pigs, and should alwiys be
given thom in the season ; but to let the pig live
wholly upon grass is to put it back to the
old slow-going condition of nature in the most
favourable scason for rapid growth. The skilful

fooder should make the best use of his opportuni.
ties, and when tho temperature is mild it takes so
muoh less food to gonorato animal heat, and the
oxtra food will produco so muoh more gain than
in cold wenthior, that overy considoration of econ-
omy xoquires that some concontrated food should
be given in addition to tho grass. Tho only really
profitable pig-feeding roquires judicious full-feed-
ing from birth till timo of siaughter. Ono hun.
drod pounds of grain, fod in summer on grass,
will produce as much gain as two hundred pounds
fod in winter. All this differonco is made up in
tomperature. Pigs do not require heavy leeding
in summer to produce & larger gain than they can
nake in cold woeather. A half ration of grain is
quite suflioient 1 summer, and this smaller grain
ration will pay twice the profit, according to quan-
tity of that fed in winter.

It would thus appear that with a full ration
of grass should be given grain enough to produce
rapid gain through the summer, and this will re-
quire much iiss feeding in winter to reach the
same weight. Tho cheapest way to make pork is
to feed full every day of the pig's life until sold.
It is very expensive holding pigs with slow growth
in the most favourable scason—the summer—
and then making it up in the most expoensive sea-
son—the winter.—National Live Stock Jeurnal,
Chicago.

TAGGING SHEEP.

The attention that sheep get when their pro-
duots are high is thought by many to be labour
thrown away when such products are low. This
is wrong. The lower the price, ihe greater the
necessity for placing & gooa articlo before the
market. I have found tagging the sheap at this
time of the year a paying operation. I tag all
of thom. Tags taken in February and March
sell for more than half price. Taken aiter the
sheep have been on grass, they won't sell for any-
thing. Taken off now thero will bs quite an equal
clip ag if left on, as the sheep will do enough
better to add that much to the weight of the
wool. Two hands can make light work of it.
My plan is to turn a box, or make a platform,
about two and one-half inches high, and large
onough for one sheop to lie on. Lay the sheop
on its back, and let one hand hold the hind legs,
while the other shears where the manure would
sollect, and the bags of the ewes, and a little
from the belly of the wethers. Ewes with lamb
must be handled carefully; and all sheep onght
to be. In a full-blood Merino flock I find it some-
times necessary to shear around the eyes of the
ewes to enable them to eoe their lambs. Negleat-
ing this tagging job often leads to serious results.
Worms will get on to many of them befors shear-
ing time, and in large fiocks I have known many
lost.—Rural World.

A WIRE FENCE FOR SHEEP.

The difficulty of making a barbed-wire fence to
confine sheep is well known, They will crowd
through small openings, if they have to leave
their wool on the barbs. The following succossful
experiment was porformed on a large sheep and
cettle farm:  ‘The fence was first made of three
barbed wires placed about tho usual distance, with
a ridge of earth banked up a foot high or more’as
& vigible barrier. But the sheep wero not deterred
by this insufficient fence, and they crowded
through between the two lower wires. Two com-
mon, smooth and cheap wires were then added,
by placing one on each side of the lower barbed
wire., These smooth wires, although insufficient
of themselves to chack the animals, operated by
crowding their heads against the neighbouring
barbs, and tho attempt to pass became fruitless,



