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Tk'tes of the Mteeho
Sunday is a legal holiday in Japan, authorii.eà

by the government on the theory that ail men necd
a day af rest, and cqually out af respect to the
Chuistian religion. The gavernimcnt offices and
courts arc ail closed and official business is univers-
aIly suspended, although rnany of the shops arc
kcept open and some of the Lactories continuc in
operation seven days in thc wvcek. But under the
newv law those wvho wvork seven days receive extra
vages.

In vieiv of ail that is bcing said just now about
the conduct af the Chinese in persecuting Christian
mis'%ionaties, Arnerican and English, wve may men-
tion an incident related by Mr. D. L. Maody. In
ivriting of a visit to San Francisco hie says: -l saw a
Chinaman in San Francisco walking alang as quiet-
lv as any mancouid, but a hoodlum,catching hoid af
hiîs queue, threw him to the graund. When 1
atternpted to remaonstratc against sucli brutality,
the ruffian drew a knife, and I ncarly lost my lifé.
I %vonder that the Chinese do not risc up in their
wrath andi drive every American out of Uhina, be-
cause of the heliish things donc in this counotry."

Mýr. Asquith, one of the abiest mnen in the late
governiment is returning ta bis practice at the bar,
whiichi in England, is considereti rather infrez diS.
Commenting upon this an English journal says :
" Mr. Asquith, riotwithstanding a general belief to
the contrary, bias in no real sense 'marricd an
heircss ,' for though bis father-in-lawv, Sir Char-les
Tennant, is credited with £70.000 a year, and may
possibly possess it, hie is a baronet îvith eleven
children, and so bas ta pravide for the dignity of
an lîercditary title and to divide the remainder af
bis estate into ten portions. Ilence none of his
younger children can be considercd very rich for
their position.

The question of sectarian schools came un for
carncst discussion at the Weslyan Conicrence helti
latciy in England. There wvas very general fear
lest the Conservative victory meant encroachmet
on religiaus liberty, and a series of resolutions, pro-
posed by Mr. I-ugh Price H1ughecs, and secondeti
by Dr Rigg, was unanimously adoptcd, avowing :
" That the principal object of Methodist policy in
the nauer of elementary education, is theestablish-
mient of Scbool Boards everywhcrc, acting in dis-
tricts of sufficient: area, and the placing af a Chris-
tian, unsectarian school witbin reasonable distance
of every family. This is of special importance in
thr rural districts, where Methodists have no alter-
native to the campulsory attendance of their chl-
dien at Anglican schools."

lt would appear as if in the case of Turkey
there was to be another illustration added ta the
many which history already furnishes of tic aid
provcîb, '«Whom tlic gotis wish to destroy they
first drive mnad." The Armenian outrages, which
bave shacked the wvhole civilized wvorld, it was
hoped, bad, fur the present, at least, bcen broughit
toal ause. Frcsh outrages, similar ta those alrcady
rtliorted,bave again b2en pcrpetrated,which. if thcy
do flot show coin plicity af the Turkishi officiais, at
Itast demonstrate the wveakncss af thc governiment,
and sucli a spirit of irrcconcileab'c hiatred an the
Part of AMohammedans against Christians. which if
it cannot bc btayed fromn bloodshied by diplomacy
mnuet bc by force and that, vcry speedily. The
Toast recent reports are that by ai) attack ai 1'ooo
Tutrkish traaps five villages werc pillagcd. Five
thousand persans were rendered hioneless. Men
were tortured and wamcn and cbildrcn ravishced.
Four nianasterics were satkcd. It is rcportcd that
the Tur-isb niinar officiais have formed an Anti-
Christian Society ta slaughter Christians if the
Porte accecpts the scbeme af reiorms the powcrs in-
Sst upon.

lThe Special Cammissianer of the %vcll-knavn
1-'nplish magazine, The Quivt-r, has a contribution
in the September issue in which Ncwcastle-on-
Tyne, wbere this year the Iinglish Presbyterian
Synod met, is described as a great centre ai reli-
giaus activity. The religiaus renaissance oi New-
castie, the writer says, dates frant the establish-
ment of the bishapric in 1883, but wvhile claiming
that the initiative came from the Establishment,
hie frecly cancedes that Noncaniarmity is also wvel
abrcast af the times. Methodismn, representeti in
the article in the persan of Rev. S. H. Hallam, is
stated ta be by far the strongest forre of Dissent in
Newvcastle. The wvork af the R'ev. J. 1-. Joviett is
also gcnerausly recagnized, as wvell as that of Rev.
F. Larabe areongst the United Mcthodists, of Rcv.
R Lcitch amongst the Presbyterians, and af Rcv.

WValsh amongst the Baptists.

)3y a break in the conduit for supplying
Torornto witlî water frorn Lake Ontario, the city
has been thrown inta a state, if not of panic, inta
anc at least af great and general anxiety for, its
safety and health. This break wvas wvholly unex-
pected, although it wvas known that the means ai
water supply for the city wvas far from being the
bcst possible. The mast prompt rmeasures were taken
ta avaid the evils andi danger which wvould bc
certain ta arise tram the use af impure wvater It
niay be hoped that by the immediate wvarning given
af the danger and thc mneans tak-en ta avert it there
may be no outbreak of disease. There has becc
braught home ta the city, however, the impera-
tive necessîty for taking instant and effective
precautions, %Yhatever these may eventually be
found ta be, ta avern what inay very easily prove
ta be nathing short of a calamit. ta the city and
iii part ta the country.

The 13c/fast Witzcss, whose testimany ma y be
rcgarded as possibly partial ta the incaming Eng-
lish goverfiment, says, in a late issue. -No flrst
speech oi a Chief Secretary for Ireland ever creat-
cd a mare pleasing impression than that ai Mr.
Gerald B3alfour in reply ta the extravagant de-
mands ai Mr- J. Redrnond and the lugubrions
mixture ai entreaties and threats relieti upon by
Mr. Dillon Studiously cool from flrst ta last, Mr-.
Balfour seemed ta weigh every sentence as it wvas
uttered, and ta give out his opinions with the ire-
pressiveness whicli camtes af anxîous thought and
deliberate conviction. Mr. A. J. B3alfour wvas s0
impressed Nvith the success ai the effort, andi %vith
the hecarty appreciatian of it shown by the Assemb-
ly, that hie buried bis chie in his shirt front and
refused ta show his face fuily ta the House. It
wvas easy tasee, hawever, that hie wvas dceply
fluslhed with pride that an bis first big trial in de-
bate bis brother hiat acquittcd himseli right bril-
liarstly. ________

Welshme the wvorid over have a prafaund re-
spect far Sab'oath observance. IIalf-a-dozen yauing
Welsh colonistcinla South Anserican Calony, under-
poing the annual militai-y service, refused ta drill on
Sunday, the only day ixed by the Spanish author-
hties. They %verc promptly irnprisoeed for twventy-
four bouirs. Tbe ncxt Sunday thcy agaiis reptateti
the offence, and werc sentenced ta twice the fa1 rner
perioti af iniphisonmient. Ilapular feeling wvas
aroused! an thecir behaîf. A petition ta the author-
ihies wvas signed by ncarly every resident in the
colony, andi presenteti ta the local Spanisb gaver-
cor. I-le rnaintaincd that the s-uIc of the Argentine
Gavcrnmntt wvas ta drill on Sunday, so that the
men necd not lose their day's work. The calonists
retorteti that they wvoulid prefer losing work for a
wvcek ta wvorking at drill or anything cisc for a
single Sunday. Impressed by this general opposi-.
tion, the Governor relerreti the whole case ta the
president ai the Republic ai Buenos Ayres, the in-
subordinate youths being meanwhile excused drill,
and there thc matter nowv rests.

Mr.Graves,an English consul itiur-ey,forwards
ta the DukcofArgyie a private dispatch describing the
deplorable condition ai the fugitive and starvicg Ar-
menians in the Sassoun District, thescene of the late
massacre af Christians, Their condition is pitiable
indcd, It says therc are about 86o ai these
Ilouscless wandcrcrs, noiv living in the wvoods and
mouintains, in caves andi holloiv trees, hait nakied,
and some, indeeti, entirely without covering for
their nikcdness. Breadi they have not tasted for
montbs, andi curdled milk they anly dreain ao, liv-
ing as tbey do upon greens andi the Icaves ai trees.
There are two varietiesaf greens which are preferreti,
but these are disappearing, as tbey wither at this
season. Living on sucb foodi, tbey bave became
sickly ; their skin has turneti yellow, their streegth
is gone, their bodies are swollen, and fever is rife
among there. Vice-Consul Shipley reports from
Moush that there is great distress, amounting in a
great number ai cases ta abject destitution> among
the fugitives from Sassoun, of wbich lie and bis
co Ileagues have bati rany opportunities ai convinc-
ing themnselvcs from personal observation. Vice-
Consul Hallward wvrites frore Van that the neeti
for relief is unquestionable;- that there is an enar-
mous amounit af destitution, andi that there xviIi
certainly bc more before next wicter.

The Trades and Labor Congc£ss ai Canada is
a very important body of its kinti, and its delibera-
tians anti resolutions are weil deserving ai the
serions attention anti cansideration ai ail classes ai
society ; perbaps wc might addt specially ai Chris-
tian ministers who are aiten cliargeti, we do not now
say justly or unjustiy, witb want ai sympathy
with the working classes. The follasving are
some ai the decisions arriveti at, at the Congress
wvhich bas just cioseti in London : Itvas decitied
ta ask ail memnbers ai tratie unions ta pletige themn-
selves nat ta deal with Chinese, wvbere the latter
enter into campetition wvith labor ; ta cail for the
abolition ai the offices ai Governor-General anti
Lieutenant- Governors , ta rcquest the Presbyterian
General Assembly ta witbtiraw its efforts ta secure
the repeal of the Chinese polI tax ; ta petition
the Fetieral Governmcnt ta pass an alien labor iaw
similar ta that af the Unitedi States ;ta ask that
ail prison-matie gootis bc starnped ;andi ta ask
Traties Councils ta unite ivitb the National
Counicil ai XVoinen in securing sharter bours andi
better hygienic protection for workingwomen. The
Congress declared inf favor of the single tax. A
letter will be sent ta Eugene V. Debs cxpressing
admiration for bis stand, andi denounicing his con-
finement as an atterept ta strangle liberty.

Two mcn have just ente-ad upon important
educational positions in the Dominion wvhose course
andi the character af whose influence anti work wiil
ba watched by aIl intelligent anti. truc]y patriotic
Canadians with much mare then ordinary interest.
These are Dr. Petersen, the neiv Principal ai Mc-
Gi Coilege, anti Dr. Parkin, the neiv Principal of
iJpper Canada Collage. Bath ai these positions
are amnong the most important in thea country, andi
iiboth gentlemen are found upan trial ta be fully
qualified, anti ar-e spareti ta occupy themn for a nure-
ber ai years, the country in the stutients wvbo will
pass tliraugh their hands, andi tbrougb the inistitu-
tions ai wvhiclî they are ta be the lcading spirits,
sviil feel and maniiest the character af their in-
fluence, for good or iii, it nsay bc for generatians ta,
came. Nat parents oilly, but every citizen ought
ta be intcrested, as lic will nndoubtetily be affect-
cd, although nnconsciausiy it rnay bc, by the in-
fluences wvbicli, as fi-arn a founitain, flow framn these
aîid such like institutions aver aIl thse land. blec
for the mast part littie think anti little heeti hoiv
rnuch the Dominion owes, ta speak only ai those
wvho have finishiet their public work, ta men of the
high moral chiaracterandipowerful personal influence
for gondi exerteti upon those wvho came uinde- it of
the late Sir Daniel Wilson, anti Dr. Pctcrscn's stl-
surviving prcdecessar, Sur William Dawson.
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