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ASSEMBL V.

BY KNOXONIAN.

The Gi'neral Asseinbiy did well to ai)-
point Brantford a.s the place o! its ncxt
meeting. If the Suprenie Court lias not ai
pleaeant time there the place wvi1l not be
to blame. Brantford is a beautiful littie
city, ln the very gard-en of Ontario, and
easlly accessible by rail frorin every part
o! the Dominion. The citizens are progres-
sIve, public-splrlted, enterprising, hiospit-ý
abie people, who neyer take a back seat
lu any company. You neyer hear a typi-
cal Brantford man make an apology be-
cause ho does not ]ive in Toronto 'or soine
othler place.

Brantfoyrd is the home o! the telephione.
It lm als3o the home of Dr. Cochrane, the
Hon. Arthîur 8turgis Hlardy, Mr. Williani
Patersoni, M. P., and s,ýveral other dIlstin-
gulslied people. It used to be the horte of
the Hon. E. B. Wood, bite Chie! Just.ice of
Manitoba, one o! the ablest men ever raised
in Ontario..IProf. Bryce, of Winnipeg, also
started lu Ille f romi that fertile region. In
fact the Counlty of Brant lias tturn.<d -out
'qulte a number of nien whio have givýen a
gcod aceount o! tliemiselves in various
liftes.
* Brantford Is one o! the numerous homes
of oratory. t would bo liard to find in
amy community three better speakers tlian
Mésurs. 'Cochrane, Hardy and Paterson.
Wl-th thec late Hon. E. B. Wood a(lded the

*quartette would b-csimiply invincible. Our
friend, Principal Grant, no doubt btolieves
that Nova Scotia Is the homeofo Canadian
oratory; and Brother Murray, o! the Wit-
ness, socms to incline to that vicw. No

ïIutNova Seotia lias turned out siomei
great crators ; but we doubt vcry iiueli
If any place ln Nova Scotia, with lests tban
ten thown(nd o! a population, ever lîad
four wnoreýeffect1ve speakers tlia>n the four
Brautt ord gentlemen just named, and they
were ail, at their best wlien the population
of Brantford wa.s consldera.bly under t2ýn
thousand.

One of the cliaracteristies of Brantford
oratory la volume. The Hon. E. B. Wood
baal a great voice. For a man o! bis av-
ffirdupois, Dr. Cochrane lias a great voice,
thougli o! late yeors it. lias become a littie
worn by overwork. Mr. Hardy lias a
isplendid voice wluicli lie uses ln a peciiliar
way. lu wlnding up a sentence lie otten
strikei,; the last !ew words with tin expflos-
Ive force that Mnakes lis sentences very ef-
fective. Durig the laet ses-sion o!flthe
D>mliloii Parliament soinebody called the
attenltio of the Minister o! Militia to the

fact that part o! the roof was off theBrant-
ford drIll shed. The irniser asked if it w-as;
pot a !act tbLat hfis lion. friend, Mr. Ilat-
erson, had spoken blere lately. So the
stery goos. We do not vouci for the
facts; but we kniow Mr. Paterson lias -a
great v<pke, ls a magnificent speaker ; and
lis splendid plat! ormw~ork adds6 one miore

*to the long llst of Illustrations that f irst
class speakers are born, not made.

If Brantford oratory lias volume, so
maucli the better for the ora tory, for Brant-
ferd and for all Canada. Thero ie a mine-
1u* Miss Nancy 8tyle o! speaking, fast
gi'owinig Up In'thlg Province 1>-at is a nuis-

be on~ the programme of every commi8ssion-
er Who' wanta to sec the Perfection in On-
tarie farming..

Wlien tlie members of As6embly go liome
their frie-nd-s wi]àl no doubt a-sk tlicm iwlat
tiîey thaughit of Braantford. Knowinig
sýometliug o! the dangers of propliesying,
w-e venture to prcdict thînt in mo-t Cases
the reply will be favourable. Tiere lu,
however, anotmer question wliicli will be
asked and answ-ered, and tiat is,-Wlîat
did Brtntfordl thîink o! the Assembly ?
Brantford is not a largc city, and the im-
pression madeo by the Supreme Court will
bie mucli môre -eivid itad lastiug tlîan the
imipression made on a City like Montreal.
la a large city very fewv people, except
Presbytc-rian2s, attend meetings o-fthe Su-
p)remne Court. la Brantford the galleries

wiibe crow-ded every evening by repre-
sentative3 people from every denomination
ln the city. It Is, a matter o! prime impor-
tance, therefore, that the Assemubly shotild
be ýseea rit its best. Its best is very good;
b.ut its, middliig is only middling ; and its
î>oor, véry poor. TheIlresbyterians o!
Branmtford wvill not feel partieulurly proud
o! the Sauproîe Court of thelr Clurdli if tlie
mnembers break down in singing, " From
Greiland's lcy mountains,"~ on Foreign
Mision niglit. If notliing better ean. bt
done in the way o! popular evening ineet-
ings than wau &one in Montreal las-t Jun,
the Assembly iiho'uld do ordiary busiwss,
or take a sali on the Grand Rivùr or
a drive t-o Paris.

TH-iE A UTHORITY 0F TUE CI-RIS-
-TIA N MIA'ZS TRY. *

BY RRV. PROF. ROSS, MA., B.D., MONTREAL.

E-very s- it mst-lhave some pers-oas
to look afhcr its iiuterests and performn its
work, andi tus neces6ity the Churcli
shares. I1-hrestime tihe(questioni before us
is w-iether the officers of the Christian So-
ciety ow4e tIitir origin ho tlhe natural re-
qiuirenients of theý- case, or whetmer tliey
exisi. by the apI)oinhluient o! the Divine
wisdun. t nay s-cen strange to many
readerm o! thc Newv Testament that sudh
a question siould b)0 raecd, as it s3eems
to thien-i tîat it was deflnltely settled long
ugo. But t !S eVidont to mos-t Studentb4
of the th-es-, tha.t e are to-day la an ai-
týogetlierý different position from tint ot'Cu-
piled by ounr fathers ; and wve are clialleng-
e(l by -many cirl*o-us circunîstancos, au(l
nw- currents of thouglît, to investigate
afresli the grouind upon wiich we a.3i
,itcention ho our message as tlie ministers
o! -God.a

The fo-undlations o! mninisterial autîmor-
ity have been affected, flot so mucli by thc
appearance o-f seets tlîat deny thie tradi-
ti(>ual vicw, ait iough tiese have produced
some influence on the popular mind, ais by
the changed conditions o! religions ife and
work among ourselves. Many o! us re-
niember a hime when no one attempted
any religl-ous hcaching exceph the minlis-
her. No one besides him nnd one or two
o! the eiders ever led in public b)rayer. No
o-ne not a minister puhlicly expounded the
Seriptures, an<l if any other person ever
affected anything tlîat miight be called
prenching, people far and near discnssed
the sacrilege with bated breath. Under
tl(-"% c:reunstances it w-a.ls not
difficult ho bcalive in thIe special
authority %o! the mninistry to teacli
nien tlieir~ duty i!D ail departients
o! life. Thoir absoînte riglit Vo do so wae

plc's Society o! Christiana Endeavour, offi-
cers of the SaI-çatiou' Army, and lay

* Papei. rend before the Synod of Montrent and Ottawa,
and published by requîest.

prea-diers of ma.ny different types o!
thought and mevliois o! working
are stormlng thie citadel o! sin
on every side. Many o! these scein
to be more sncces-sful than s-ore o!
the regular minIstry, in lendlng men to
Christ. A na-tural question in view o! ahl
thLs lu, What is- tic (lfforence between tie
authority o! thc minister lnborionsly cdu-
cated. reguuarly called anad ordained ; and
the laynman, wlio knows lis Bible eqnually
w-eh, and w-lins the sign of equal or
even greater success in bis work ?

Lna ttempting to answ-er t-lis question,
w-e shah] keep lu vie--not so muci the
objections o! t-le bretîren and the friends,
wbosc testimony lias been borne and whos-e
aggreissive influence lu at an end, as tIc
notions o! many among ourselves who
lave come to regard the miaistry as an
exp)edient institution !oundcd oni custoni
zdnd o sefaînefsu, anilaot-lîing more.

Te~e tleory o! development lias affected
opinion in tic reglon o!eccclesiology, as
w-el! ns olse-e-ire. Some leaders o! Chiris-
tian timonghît regard Churci organizahion
as a gronti from the almost structure-
less Church o! the Aposties to the conhpiex
orga-nIsms o! modemn times; and they
would no more th!-nk o! looking to tic. New
Testanient for the perfect f orm of Churcli
goverameiit, than tiey w-ould think o!
looking to tic Saxon Hoparciy for tie
îer!ect forni o! tire Enghluli constitution.
iSomu' miaint-;ntataIalheicelements of tic
Ciristian aissc-mbly are t-o ho found lu the
sciakll conditions o! early times, ani tiat
tlie foreces whielh produccd ail the great
Churches- o! lis-tory lave no claini to ho
callcd supernat-ural. But, while wc w-îll-
ingly grant, tîtît, in the traditional vicu-
o! tie Churcli, superna-turalis-mi was s-orne-
'vint -overdone, and too littie attention
givýen to theic xolifyiug power o! influences
ainAdst which Clirlistianitybgrew up, we
stiil believe that it could not have been
evolved from tic elements o! Jndais-m or
leatheuismu. We regard the Churcli as
the produet o! a special revelation, ani
lier rninistry as exlstIng by tic appoint-
ment o! Christ.-

Tic substance of tie truti w-hicli w-e
liold conceraing theauthority o!the Chris-
tian iministry îaay ho ,tateul thmus :The
iSriphures der-lare hha-t Christ instituted

aaorder o! mcen ho tend liumnaityT-Ils
Gospel hud dispense the ordinnces of IIls-
lons-e, and tiat these persons appointed
otiers with speiied gifte to perpetuate
the office o! paehor to ticead o! tume. TIc
Hioly Spirit ha" callcd mca to tie work
la a-h ages. The Churelhbas lmumologated
tuis ca-l by ordination, ana tierefore tuie
men thus calied and recognized, have an
authority ho preadl a-nd dispense ordin-
ances- not poss-ossedl by any otier memnbers
o! thc Churcli, no matter wvlat their
kaow-ledge or theLrgifts may be. We s-hall
examine some o! these positions a littue
more f ully.

1. "Chris5t in fonndiag His Churci
foiundcd ais-o a i<nluhtry luthe Churchi, ln
the pers-en o! His Apostues. Tiese Apos-
hIes lad a tempora-ry f unction in their
capecity am foUWers under Christ, and as
wit-nesses o! His resurrection ; but under-
lying thus tcmpora-ry f nuction was another
-a pashomate o! souls a-ad a stewardship
o! Divine mysteries, whiici ias in teaded
to hocome perpetual." (Gore : Tic Churchi

tie rest, o! the Aposties. Ail througlthie
early days the Apnotles-' heaching and
fellowship were the bond o! union lnuthe

Churci. Tlcy werc tIc agenUî o! judg-
menmt in the case o! hypocrites, a-nd the
objeets of a-tâck oui the part o! tic Jew-
isli mulers-. lYlen 12 c x*.-encies- o! tic
Cîmurch dc-ra-nded deacoas, the ApostheS
s-uggested tîmeir electionand ordalned tien3
when tlmey w-cre elected. Wliea the Samiar-
ita-ns rcceived the Gospel w-ith great re-
joicing. Peter and Johin w-cre sent fort],
by thle Apo-sholic band ho con! inn thon)
lai the faiti, and confer upon tieni' the
specilal gifts o!fItie Spirit. Tlîus, thcir
position w-ns "one o! governiiment, o! anti-
ority, oi super-vi-sion, o! penil;" but -a-s
flot incompatible With the voluntnry
a-gency o-fthie rest o!the membership, or
wilithe !permannent officiai ministry
w-hidi tîmeir appointment la several wa-yS
sugges-ts, anad for whicl it prepared the'
-%ay -

lu lime commission, "Go ye ticrefore
and make diNcipleýs o! aIl tîme nations, ba-
tizing themniluhe name o! the Fatier
and o! tic Son a-nd o! tie, Holy Spirit;
thc-cmng tien- t-o observe ail l hixis w-hat-
so-2ver I coxnma-udcd yon ; and Io, I arn
w'itl you alwa-ys, even unto tIc end o!
the word ": whihîw-a-s given ah Christ'S
interview witihIe Apouties a-ad the f ive
hundred bretîren on the al)poinhed molin-
tain lu Galilce, the ternis nised make 1h
cîcar, tint Its duties could not be fly
dischargcd, nor itspromise f uîîy eajoyed
by tho-se to whoàn it w-as f lrst a-ddress-d.
They w-ould have requi-red the attribute
o! lubiquity ho J)reach in aithc w-orld,
and pers-nal iinmorvalihy ho enjoy tic
comiitinued presence o! Chriist till tice ed
of 111,' age. But if lt(e spezmks for al l ine,
if le s-pals thîrougli thc Apos-hies whom
11e Land cios-en ho hhemiais-.try of the~
Cliurchu which lie lind fonnidd, the di! i-
cully disa-îpe-ars.1H1s w-ordts are the
Dj%iine engin o!the officiai Vue, tie anti-
orit.tti%-e dorlaration of ils message,
a-ad hic nppoilment o! the sacrament o!
ini1tijati1on.

2. Tic Aposties lad other mea o! speci-
f led -gifts eleched by the pec>ple, anad timen
they ordai-ncd then a-s dca-cons and p)res--
byters, wl-tIi power ho perpetuate their
office unhtil the end o! time. 1h is not
naturai f0 suppose timat tic disciples o!
Chirigst -ould spend Iheir lives lu lercul-
en-mm labours- Îor the extension o! tic Chiris-
lia-n Cliurchi witlhout mnkiag a-ny effort ho
give pernaanucy ho Ileir w-ork. Tic cx-
aimple o-! their Lord aad the a-nal-ogy of
the Jewish pohity wonld teach tieni thc
nee8,sity o! somne organiza-hion. Thiey
certainly always spe,-ak a-ad a-ct as- tlowe
wlio feIt theïmseives commsloned by the
Master.- o.-perpetuiate a mi-nlstry ln the
Ch urcli. They speak o! pastors, hea-clers,
eva-ugell8ts, limlps andi governmeate, as
aniong God's :gUts ho the Cliurch. Tlhey
calhitlese off icers- by ma-ny other unes-,
w-hiel sep-ama-totîen f rom the rank a-ad
file o! tic inembersiip, sucl as eiders,-
biîulîups, ýnInIsters, de-a-ons, stewa-rds, ha--
bonrers. They de!lne the duhies wlmici
these o!fleers are called ho perfori, the
mental a-ad spiritual iîuall!ica-tions wlîidh
ticy mus-t poussOs, a-nd tic glorlo-us re-
w-ard ho wihtîey may look f orward.

We lave tic narrative o! their instliu-
hiomýi o! the office o! dca-con a.nd thir
muode o! proc-edure ini filliig ItL Tiere 15
no account o!the creation o! tic pres-by-
ternie. Lt 1lu gcaeraily bellcved tînt

Paul lu reclei any yeams laher, ou ilis
las-t vlsit ho Jeruoalem, and ho them Il
gîTes an account o! ils miessonary labours
and trlumpba." -
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