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Gladstone was eigbùy-three years of ago
last Thursday. 11e le young enough to
manage the affaire cf the greatest Empire
in the world, but, bad lie been a .Presby-
terian minister in Canada or the United
States, be would bave been superannuated
about.thirty years ago.

Our good friend, the Halifax Witness,
has this to say about the duty of our
Dominion rulers:

If our legisiatore are wise, tbey will use
ail diligence and faitbfulness in reducing
our taxes and increasing our trade facilities.
Our tariff has always been lewer than that
of the United States ; let us make it as
mucb lower as poesible.
Very well ; just imprese those lessons upon
the mmnd of your old neighbour, Sir John
Thompeon. Thougli be bas ne Presbyterian
in his Cabinet, no doubt be will give due
beed to tbe advice of a Preshyterian jour-
nal published in bis own city.

Mr. Justice Strong, lately appointed
Obief Justice of tbe Supreme Court of Can-
ada, is sixty-seven years of a&e. Tbere is
flot a Churcb court or committee in tbe
Presbyterian C1hurcb in Canada tbat would
dare to give a man a month's preacbing at
that age. Tbe Ilyoung people " in any
small congregation or bonused mission sta-
tion would rebel if a ripe old saint of sixty-
seven were sent to preacb to tbem. It
îîever seeme to occur to anybody tbat this
insane antipatby to age and experience
indicates deplorable mental sballowness and
seri ,ous spiritual declension. The Cburcb
makes a great mistake in pandering to it.
Presbyterianism can neyer be built up by
any sucb metbod.

Dr. Douglas bas been paying bis re-
spects to Sir John Tbompson again in bis
usual vigorous style. The veteran divine
does fot object to tbe Premier because be is
a Catbolic, or even because he le a pervert
from Metbodism. Hie tbinks Sir Jobn
shouldflot be Premier because lie is a
'<oleric.al creation." A Catbolic Bisbop
gives bima his seat in Parliament, and tbe
bierarcby brougbt about bis spe'edy promo-
tion. It certainly is true tbat Sir Jobn
Tbompson bas riseru faster, considering tbat

a Catboclic, but bie neyer bad the supportofcf
the bierarchy. Sandfield Macdonald was
a 0atholic, but bis cburcb connection neyert

brought bim many votes. Laurier is a
Catbolic, but Dr. Douglas tells us the
Bishepe crushed bim at the last election, and
let tbeir intentions be known even before
tbe crusbing teck place. Tbere seems te be
an inner circle in the Cburcb in which a
politican gets the support cf the beirarchy.
To be in tbe Cburcb and net in tbe inner
circle dees ne good. Dr. Douglas thinks
the Premier is strcngly entrcnched in the
inner circle, and bas the united support cf
the clerical battalions. If se, be bas preb-
ably corne te stay for seme time-provided
be keeps witbin the circle.

Tbere neyer was less excuse for
raising a bowl about beresy-bunting tban
there la in the Briggs, Smith cases. The
Cburcb bas net tbrown, ner dees it propose
te tbrow, any barrier in the way cf Biblical
criticism, higber or lower. Wbat the
*Cburch dees say, and wbat duty cempel@ iL
te say, le, that these professors should net
prepagate their views, nor teacb them te
students, until their theeries are fully sub-
stantiated. Very prcperly the Cburcb
proteste against unsettling the faitb cf stu-
dents, and allowing tbem te drift. In ten
years--yes, in baîf that length cf time--every
position taken by Briggs and Smith may
bave te, be given up. It will be quite time
enougb te teacb their theories in* divinity
balle wben tbey and tbeir German friends
corne te semething like substantial agree-
ment on the great question cf inspiration,
and have fortified their theories with a
reasonable ameunt cf evidence.

One cf the peculiar things about the
present financiai position cf Canada le the
large number cf pAopie wbo undertake te
speak fer the farmers. Open aimost any
ncwspaper and the editor can tell you haîf
a dozen timtts in as mâany paragraphs bew
the farmers are getting on. A Quebea
lawyer wbo knows as much about an aver-
age Ontario farm as he knows about tbe
canal system cf the pianet Mars, can tel
bis audience almost anytbing about the
Agricultural intereste cf Ontario. Hew
weuld iL do Le allow the farmers te speak
for themseives. Tbey sbould know some-
thing about their own affairs. They pro-
bably bave some idea cf wbat their farms
are wortb as ccmpared with their value
fifteen or twenty years ago. They perbape
know as much about tbe best market for
barley and herses and eggs and hay aR an
average lawyer or editor. Wby net ailew
tbem bave their say on such maLtera. Tbey
eugbt te know wbether tbey are making
money or net.

The fact that Sir John Thempeon bas
net a single Preebyterian in bis Cabinet,
prevekes some criticism. There is really
ne reason wby anybedy sheuld feel burt
about the maLter. No doubt the Premier
could give a satisfactory explanation-if

Caron. There is aise a remote possibility1
that the Premier may have intended the

omission for a compliment If se, a con-
siderable number cf Presbyterians wili ac-
cept IL as the highcst compliment he couid
pay them. Anyway, there is nothing te
complain about. If Sir John Thompeon
can do without Presbyterians, they must
just try and get on withcut him. Omission
from bis Cabinet wiii net be haîf so bard te
endure as the treatmenit their forefathers
used te geL semetimes from Sir John's ce-
religienists. Positively, there is ne barre
done. The Premier bas the undeubted
rigbt te form a Cabinet as be thinke
proper.

A FE w WOR DiWITH O UR
READERS-

T he Canada Preebyterian greets iLs
readers lu thie number asiL i begins the
twenty.second ycar cf iLs existence. IL bais
passed the years cf adolescence, and enters
on a rebuet manhood. It bas sezen the
Cburcb with wbich IL 18 identified advance
frem a congeries cf isclated deneminations
into a great harmonicus wbole. At present
the Presbyterianism cf the Dominion is,
witb siigbt exceptions, cemprebended witb-
in a communion that extends frem the
Atlantic te the Pacific. Gratifying as the
extent and resources cf the Churcli admit-
tediy are, iL ie net its cutward greatness
that le a subjeet fer scîf-complacent contem-
plation. The question which ehould really
interest its ministers, eiders, Christian
workers and adberents le, dees IL in any
adequate measure accomplisb the work
wbich ail branches cf Cbrist's Churcb were
instituted te perform 1IoleIL animated by
the spirit and purpose cf its Divine
Founder ?Iol it seeking steadfastiy te bear
witncss te, the efficacy cf Cbrist's saving
trutb 1Is eIL putting forth ail possible
effort for the conversioni cf sinners, for
enabiing iLs people te advance in the divine
life, in the knowledge cf God'e trutb, in
active usefuinees in bastening the ccming cf
Christ's kingdom i la IL mindful cf the
obligations iL le under te care for the multi-
tudes that ln these days are drif ting eutside
the range cf Christian influences 1 le IL an
influential witness bearer cf Christ's trutli
in this Dominioni Io iL aise mindf ul cf
the cry ef the great heathen werld, come
over and beip us ?

Though our Cburcb bas reom for earnest
beart-searcbing in regard te ail these ques-
tiens, there le yet clear evidence that it bas
been trying te realize its responsibilities.
In ail iLs pulpite the effer cf Cbri8t's salva-
tien, witb varying power according te di.
versities cf gif te, is fully, freely and ear-
nestly made. The charitable and loving
spirit cf Hlm whe came to seek and te save.
that which is lest is not absent from tb e
Churcli. Netwithstanding a grewing pepu-
lar aversion te doctrinal preaching, the
ministry as a wbele is endeavouring te de-
ciare the wboie council cf God. Experi.
mental religion forma the theme cf many

bath Schooi and Bible Clase, indispensable
adjuncts of Churcli work, have grown with
the grewth of the deneminatien.

In ail these departments cf Christian

[JANUARY 4tb, 1893.

work it bas been the uniformn purpose cf
The Canada Preshyterian te give ail tbe
aid and encouragement in its power. On
ail of them it bas spoken witb ne uncertain
sound. Every movement for tbe moral
and social elevation of tbe people bas found
in it an earnest, though not an indiscrimin-
ate, advocate.

The fleld cf party politics lies outside
its spbere, but wben religie-pelitical and
distinctly moral questions arise, it bas not
evaded tbeir discussion. It respects tbe

ipolitical convictions cf iLs leaders and aims
only at impartial cemments on sucb ques-
tions cencerning wbicb boneet men conscien-
tiously difler. IL desires to speak plainly,
directly and witbout fear or favour. Only
tbus, it appears to us, can an independent
journal, and especially a religious journal,
fulfil its functions, and exert the legitimate
influence wbicb properiy belongs to tbe
public press.

On entering the new year Tbe Canada
Preshyterian may, witb becoming modesty,
say tbat what it bas been in the past it will
promise to be in tbe future. Net tbat iL
will follow a stereotyped grec ve, from wbicb
tbere will be ne deviation. Cbange, wben
iL is imprevement, is a condition cf advance-
ment and increased efficiency. As in tbe
past, se in ime te corne, tbis journal will
endeaveur te keep abreast, if net in advance,
cf the age's requirements. Tbe new depart.
ment, the CbrisGian Endeavour column, May
be instanced as an illustration.

iReaders will observe a change in tbe
appearance cf tbis week's issue. Tbey will
notice thst it is net witbeut regard te exter-
nal effecte. The introduction cf the recent
invention, tbe type-setting macbine, bas
nece8sitated certain changes wbicb will scon
be recognized as decided improvements.
After tbe experimental stage is passed, it
will be observed tbat the clearnese and size
cf tbe type will be agreeable te the reader,
and will resuit in an appreciable increase
in the amount cf reading matter furnisbed.
Gratefully acknowledging past encourage-
ments, we hope te add largely te our
steadily-growing circle cf readers, te all cf
wbem, old and yeung, we cordially wisb A
Happy New Year.

DR. PARKHUR8T AND MORAL
REFO BM.

It was supposed that wben Dr. Crosby
died tbe demoralizing elements cf New York
seciety would bave matters pretty much
tbeir own way. Fortunately, tbey bave
some time since found eut their mistake.
Dr. Parkburst bas brougbt even greater
vigour and determination te bear on tbe
workers cf evil and tbeir abbetors, by
drawing attention te the variety and ýmag-
nitude cf the evils that afflict end menace
society in New York. Some cf tbe friends
cf moral purity have doubted the preprietyv

hie terrible indictments are vague and im-
aginary. His astound ing declaratiens rest
on a solid basis cf fact.

Nor le this practical Christian reformer
oontented witb partially lifting tbe veil
that but imperfectly conceals the festering


