
A tmber stooti by an opa aer,
IlThese now areta tIlta us*e."

And sht laid away, with a carteesaband,
A litle wrn pair aifas.

Then she toolc baby up in lier tender arn;
.She knew 'twu lber Tigbtft pla(;e.

Andi the mother imprinteti & loving kisa,
On the uptuet baby face.

Lttie »Ri golden rangs oi hait,
Andi bloc cytsopeni vide,

A sweet hlte mouth, andi a <ear little noe-
À baby who nevercried.

Butt ireti of laughing anti tosanti fun,
Andi tireti ai trying ta crerp,

The littie bead droopeti on the motbcr's atm
And baby vu as st asleep.

A lest rolleti on, and the aother's beau
WVas chasteaird beneatb the rod,

Tht bouse vas sill, wth no bab~ voace,
For the baby vas home with (.od.

Tht mother tiied ta forgtt ber grlef,
But she titi not attempt to pray:

IlShe coulti not love CGat," dit bittetly sali,
IlWhohad taken ber clilti away.'

Aliain t that driver the mother stooti,
%Vith a worldly anti carebess face,

Boa at something thc saw a tesrttoppetidavan
Andti bd in the foîds af lace.

Tht little woru shots ahe beld la ber hanti,
As .'be stood inlathe twlliRht shere.

1I must sce my baby *gai-.)" she cied,
Andi she fiîl on ber knecs in prayer.

lI a sobbing voice she sofly uaid,
Il 0 Go, Tby vay 1 eboose 1b

And she eatierly kissed, and she claspe t em close-
The littit wonn pair oi shots.

ON PREA CHERS AAD PREACHING.

Bli REV. J. A. R. DICiKSON, I.D.

IV-TUE M INISTER S tREPAIiATION- INTELLEC'I VAl..
As tht minister's work is tht highest ta whicb man is

called, so the titellectual preparation for it shoulti ho tht host
anti completest possible. It can neyer be too hagh. The
more thorough it is, tht more comprehensive it is, tht more
perfect it is, tht mare available wili it ho for him in the widt
range ai bis vork. Ho deals vatb a theme that is alI-incioLîve
And oue, too, that calîs for the exorcise ai evory paver at its
greatesi force anti in its host formn. Tht nobiest intellect,
having rtcoived tht highest culture, anti attaineti the ripest
schplarsbip, roalizes its utter inadequacy ta grapple vith tht
problemns the Bible presonts touching tht character of God,
tht destîny of men, tht unioltiaag ai tht scheme ai redemp-
doan, anti tht great things af God's lav. How smalal tht
greatest becomes in ibis presence 1 How unfit ta utter the
deep things of Gad 1 How unequal ta tht tas, ci rising ta
the hcigbt ai this groat argument, asserting eternal providence
anti justiiying the ways ai Godt t men.

Sir Walter Scott s rcported ta have sai, that hevas
crippleti in has literary vork al bis lii e hy bis ignorance.
Anti how many miaisters might testify ta tht same tffect ?
impertecti ntellectual training is a seriaus hintirance ta tht
expostor af God's Word. Being a book, whicb in ts com-
position sprcads tseii aver sixteen hundreti Yeats, it demantis
extensive knowltdge ta interpret it proporly, asti a thoroughly
cultivated nature ta enter into ail its situations. Tht hest
university coursc, and the widest postgraduate course ever
projected, is not tan much proparation for tht work ta vhich
the minister is calleti. With theso ht viii only finti the da£k
circle about im greateniag, anti bis thirst for knowledge
deepening, anti bis regrets that he vas not ai tht proper time
more diligent anti studiaus, iucreasing. Ht can look out anti
say : I"Ah b there is a province 1 vouir.. like ta travel through,
anti there, anti there, and there, hati 1 time, but calîs are so0
urgent 1 arn shut out tram them ail. I caunot do my duty
ta my people andt urn asitit ta look an this great sight 1 I

Tht Young man iooking forvard ta the ministry ollen
needs a counsoilor as ta tht course he shouiti takce. Anti he
as ne frienti ai bis vho ativises him ta tako the lightest, anti
tht onet tat opens the door ta him aon tht easiest conditions%
andi affords tht most zeady entrauco. Sometimes finaucial
considorations or family relations viii maire this a necossity,
but it ought ta be a strong reason that viii warrant the giving
4oany suchativice. Thz Yoaung man shouiti tako time for tht
fullest course an arts ant i dvinity availabîetot him. Ht
shouli dliiherateiy seek out tht best masters-mon vho shall
inspire him with an unqueuchable lave for tht branch ai
stutiy thcy eacb. Mon ikeiy ta avaken the dormant facul-
tics anti set thoin a-vork forever. Dr. Dryastiust maires a
po protessor in arts, and a wretched teacher ini diviaity. Ht
is qniy fit ta ho burneti. Tht Young man shouiti seoir mon
with sap enough in them ta mairo thern pliant, asti soul eaough
iu them ýta approcate the differeces of mental deveiopment,
or cf spiritual growtb ira those who st at their feer This is
.o the Young man a matter of unspeairable moment. It
touches is lu. Anti univerity anti collogo lifé aver hofintis
that ho as but begun. Ho bias jusi corne tatht caumence-
mnt ; he bas gaineti an eminence vhence ho cas lock out
aver tht fild, anti a preparation that ettabies hita use bis
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instruments, andi a love that draws hint on ta renowed inter-
course with the subjects whose acquaintance ho has tmade.
He cannt rest. Ho must go on. Cettainly, ho ought ta go
on, It bottes til for him if ho dots flot go on. lie has just
fittect himsellfefr study, for de*ling witb truth, andi now ho
must studv. But, study what? The best that bas been
thotaght, tit deepest that bas betn experienced, the groatest
that bas been known, and the highest that has been revealeti.
As joseph Cook, puts it : IlStudy only firstratts, leave out aiU
secondrates." Dr. W. G. T. Shedd lias a chapter on IlTht
intellertual character andi habits of tht clergyman " that s,,
liko iii ho writes, most excellent. Every minister shoulti read
that, and try ta carry out its wize recommendations. Wo know
nathing suptor ta it of its kund. In that, ho gives a list ai
authors which ho advises the minister ta study Al l is days.
In poetty ho mentions the gret creative mi, Homer, Var-
gill Dante, Shakcespeare and biton. In pbilosophy, I>I1ato
andi Aristott vhich represent all that is valuablo in tht philo.
sophy oi the anctnt world, Cicero, De Carte, Locke, flacon,
Kant and Leibnitz anako up tht eight authors wbicb, ho says,
contain potentially the entire department of philosopby. ln
thealoRy,he recomrntnds Augustine, Anselm,Thom as Aqu in as,
Bernard, Calvin, Turretiai, Owen, Hawe, Baxter. And adds,
IlLet hlm bogin anywhere in the stries, and with any singt
wvriter, andi ho will ho in Une, anad nay formi connections
with the front and rear. .. .... The clergyman should
intelloctually, as welI as morally, lay great bases for eternity."

Wni admire the aucient oratars, but z1'dom do wo tbink af
the covx. at which thoy vere made- It is well to listen ta
what Tacitus in bis Il Dialogue Concornirig Oratory » tells
us af the character af tht ancieut discipline " lTht un-
wearied diligence of the ancient orators, tlueir habits ofmed.
itation, and their daily exorcise in thé whole circle cf arts and
sciences, are aniply displayed in tht books they have trans.
mitted ta us.» Thet teatiseofa Cicorn, entitlei "Brutus,"
is in ail aur handi. In that work aller cammemarating tht
orators ai a former day ho dloses the account with tht partic.
ulars af bis awn progress in the science, and tht methati ho
took in educating himmelf ta tht profession ai aratory. He
studieti tht civil law under Mlucaus Scaevola; ho vas in-
structeti in the variaus systems of philosaphy by Philo, ai
the academnic school, andi hy Diodorus tht staic ; and thouth
Rame at that time aboundeti vith tht best praiessars,e
madea voyage ta Greece, and theuce ta Asia, ini order ta

enrich bis mind with overy branch ai learning. Hence that
store af knawledge vhxch appears an al his writings. Gea-
motry, music and grammar and every usetul art was familiar
ta him. He cmbraced the whole science ai logic and ethics.
He studieti tht oporations of nature. His diligence afieaîquîry
openeti ta bam tht long chain cf causes and effects, and, in
short. the vhole system aif physiology was bis own. From a
mind thus replenisheti it is on vonder, my good fric nds, that
vo sec in the campisitions uf that extraordinary man that af-
fluence ai ideas, anti that pradiglous flow ai eloquence.
In tact, it is flot with aratory as it is with other arts, which
are confineti ta certain abjects, and circumscribed within
their awn poculiar limits. Ht atone descrves the name af
an arator whG can speak ini a capiaus style, with tase or dig-
nity, as the subject requires ; %ho can flnd language ta decor-
att is argument ; who through tht passions can command
tht understauding ; and, white. ho serves mankind, knows
boy ta deligbt the judgment and tht imagination ai his audi-
once. Such vas, in ancient times, the idea ai an arator.

WeJ may be remindoti that the ministtr>s work3s ta preach
tht truth, and also, that tht Spirit is promiseti ta guide ia ail
truth, and that He, the Holy Ghost, is tht source, thaugli tht
revelation of God, cf ait heavenly wisdntn and preaching
pawer. WVo do nat forget that, but we remember aiso this,
that Paul e>harts Timothy ta "lgave attendance ta reading."
Tht Spirit ai Goti dots flot leati a man ta iazintss. Ho dots
not accomplish His work throuRh the ignorance or stupîdity
that is ini any man. It is an incontrovertibie fact that tht
most diligent and faithiul in tht work ai tht ministry, tht
most studiaus and paanstaking in preparation, are among tht
most spiritual mon. Tht Spirit ai Gat dots not oblittrate
teason and jutigment, but rather rendors thora more keen,
imparts ta themn more incisive force, so that tht wise use ai
moins ta accompiish ends hocomes a ntcessity. M~en are
hors ignorant-their minds a blank, as Locke says-like
a shoot af white paper. But they have instincts ai reason andi
inherent capacitios of saut vhich require rnaterial ta act upon,
and favourable conditions ta bring into play. Tht sou[ is
at first like a cageti bird. It is formed for flight in tht witie.
sprtatiing hocavens. And it is education that breaks down tht
bars of tht ce'gt and lets it farth iuta tht &reedomn for which it
is created. Through thteicnawedge ai tht sciences it is abile t
scan ail nature, in tht heavens ahove, on tht eartb beneath
and in the waters under tht earth. It givesta kindoci mni-
science. A liberal oducatian gives a man tht freedom aif tht
universe ai Gad.

In that mast elevating and quickening lite of John Have
written hy Henry Rogers weo bainboy diligent ho was in
seekiug inîellecîuai ftness for tht work that iay before him.
Havoe tok his B.A. defrot at Cambridgt in 1648 and at Ox-
ford in 1649. "lHt vas at this time flot quite ninoteen years
of age. Here ho continued ta prosocut bis studios with un
wearied industry. His extensive attaiuments, in conjunction
with his exemplary piety, scion acquireti him reputation in the
university, anti in duo timo ho becamoe Feilow cf Magdalen
Callege. On july 9, x62; whtn aniy twenty ytars ai age, ho
took tht dzgrtc ai M.A. By this time ho had flot gniy made
great attainments in general knowiodge, but had conversed
closeiy with the heathen moralists and philosophers ; and bati
peruseti many ai the vîitings ai tht scbooimen, andi several
systeris and comman- places ai tht roformers. Above all,he
hati campiltd for himseif a systemi theology &ran the sacred
Scriptures aont; a system which, as he vas afiorwards
hoard ta say, ho had seidoan seen occasion ta alter." Tht
preparation of thase grand, massive Pari:= preachers was a
rich and royal preparation. Onto out of which has came
monuments of larong that wii last as long as tht enrd vith
its tening muititudes.e=dures. They ame truly impenshabbe
mines of spiritual experienéelind sacred learalng. ncbt to,
vert aur cvii belovtd Scots worthits, that livo on ini ever-
listing Vauth in the varks they have toit ns-not studieti as
thoy ought ta ho by us, their descendants-and ini tht charan-
ing bioigraehies of John Havie, aifI.ocbia and the IIMem-
arable Characteristics of Mr, John Livingstouo. They
wert aitluend men.
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GoiaLîîxrTBtx.-Nat by mlght, cor by pawer. but by My
Spirit, salth the Lord oi basto.-Zech. iv. 6.

INTROa)VCTRY.
Elisha, tht successor af Elijab in the prophetic office, vas the

son ai Shaphat, llvlne at Abel.rnel-jlan, lI thteaiortbern part ai tht
Jotdsn valey. While living ahere, Eljah foua' 1 Elisha engaged liploigbing, andi, accoding ta God'i commnd, anontcetlitre as bis
successor. From that tine onw-:. hievai; ith Etajab irom irbom
lie re:eive i iastauctlcn. For aboS±i sixty yeasshle vas God's mes.
seier Io the )eviih peop le. remiining sieadlast In bis rievotion in
Crod's service. Though not passesseti ai tht saine intrepi diing au
bis predecessor, lbe vac no feu etracit la bis &ddence of Godas truah.
AUl men a'e nett ast li the smre nimlti. lI God'i etrvice dit i
roon for ever, diversity of glft, the one spirit ai lave ta lm andi
consecrastion ta iis service being the comman cbaaacterisalc nt them
ail.

. Mournling the Departure of Hlm Mei-ter.-Elisha haut
snEajtipArti irom hlmi andi cariet tu heaven. This translation

ceiga ) Etijmh's woid vas ta ho a agri ta Elisha abat bis praytr
or a obe portion ai bis spirit bat been granted. bus emotion

find uaeranece in yards or affection. IlMy father, iy (lltier 1I
Ellsha bat smen andi lnowa the rtat prôphet Ilaail relations. nai
only lI bis public anti ifficl acpaeiay, bot an bis private Ille. It la
reasonabîetet suppose abat Eljat vai a mian of great tendernema anti
delicacy of feeling. I i a mistake ta conclude that betcause a man
uroaigly denouncea vhat la evîl lbe must nectssatily bc cruel andi
unfeeling ; ratlier tht opposite is tht case. Strong natures féed
sarongîr. lionest indignation fis riýhtly measured by the love ta vhîcla
it nser. It is evident abat Elisha was deeply aLttarhe4 ta hi%
master and vas proioondly maveti by bis removal. Het icît as If lic
bat been bertaved. lit bâtat the sane tint a keen perception
ai thte alteti ebaracter ai tht departe t pohea, for hoe aduts : "lTht
chariot ofi hhaFel antithe borseinen thereof. In thoit tdayà the wat
chariot vws tht most formidable Implement in battît, la bis c -n
tention vlth thte vili exsting la bis day antinlaidefence ai the truth
lie vas tht most poverfol Instrument of it- tint. lit m;urti bis
own anti tht nationsalbu, la tokea aiflis sortow he folloved the
common custom.Il"be tfunk bolti ai bis own cloabes, andi senttthen in
tva picces " liaving pattei vith bis master, and mournet bis lois,
lie turas ta tht dutncs ai the office imposeti on bin hy Elijah's
reanoval. Ht takes Iltht mannle of Elijah that (cIl iran hlm, anti
vent back and stoati by tht haak ai Jordia." He Inhetiteti more
than the outwarti gainent ai tht tepartd praphet.Ilie bat receiveut
a double potien ai bis spilit, tht troc qoalifilcations for tht office ta
whi:h he had been cailed. Viah the mandetlhesaint thd waaers of
tht river as lie bat seen Elijah do, saying : Il" bert h the Lord
Goti oi Elîjah 1Z" As ia tht previaus case the waters vert paricd
anti the ne%. praphet passed avet tht river dry.sbod. lI asking,
wbere is thteLord God af Elijah, Elisha vas unit in Boy toubt or
perplexity. la vas not tht cry ai unbelief. bot the confident expres
sien of a vigoroos laitb, for wîtioot fath tht working ai miracles
vas impossible.' lits first miracle vas a rep'uitiaai ai Etiiah's luit.
Tht prophetic socci.iioa vas unbroken.

H. Witb tht Sons ai tht Praphets-The fiay youaig men
heioniging ta Jeticho, vbo vent ta an eninence overlookîag tht Jar-
dan valley, haed seen the translation of Elijali, anti awaiteut thet etura
af Elisha. The ,ariing ai tht waters vas ta them a vislbe siga
that Gad vas wiab bum, andt tey recognized hlm as tht tiviaely
ordaineti succcssor of tht prophetic teacher ihey li revereti. Tbey
showed Etisha every mark ai respect. They saidt aat - the spirt
ot EIjahdoîh rest upon Elisha," anti saloîed hirui most re.pecttolly
tiy buving thenseives ta tht grounti belore hlm. At tht une atime
these young crien asceti Elisha's consent for abean ta search if i e-
haps tht body ai Elijah might samewhere he ond. hI weuld aecmi
as i tbey thouglit that lie miglit bave becai inatcheti op in tht whitl'
vint, carrieti sont dilstance xnJ i cui dropped in a distant desert
solitude. Elisha, knoving abat sucb qocît old bla vain, saiiti
Il e sholi not send." They vere. impartunate andi et last Elisha

was ashaneti andi gave bis consent.0Ta ae wthstoati them longer
might have looketi as il bc e etairaitoa tht search. Sa that they
migbt bc convinced hy actuai investigation, bce gives thean permission.
Fifay men vert out for aret tisys searchiag for tht body of the
depatet prophea. They ihea returnedtetajericho vbcre Elisha
awaîted themn anti alter acllmng chat thesr scsrch vas frititos, he
tep1lde.i'lDit I oet say unto you, Go aot? " This wjuld reinove
al dottframt aheir minds anti streagtheai tbeir conviction that Elish3
wis a i ilnely cammissioneti puaphea.

III. A Miracle af Blessing.-While Elisha remainet inlijet-
icha tht people came ta hn desiig a benefit for their ciay hy bis
bcbp. They ipproach him in a courteos ananner, refemrng ta the
pleauant situation oi lericho, vbich alter its long desolation bat becs
rebut in the tint o! Ahab. Tht situation was pleasant, anti the
surrountiing country gooti, bot tht vater suppiy vaes impure, hurt-
fnil ta healtai anti vegetation. «'Tht vater is naugbt anti tht guaund
la barren " vas their description. Elisha toit then ta bring lin s
vessel anti put sait thereia. Ht then vent ta the spring whence the
vater fioveti and castinl tht sait. It vas; ao tht uxal quantiiy ai
sait tbrovn n t hat effectet tht change. These things vert anly
emblems of tht divine paver by which tht miracle v.ts accomplished.
Tht sait represtats healioR and puescrhing pavter. It vas tbrough
Elisha that Goti vraughc tht miracle, and it is la Got's nane le
speaks, giving Him the glary. "IThui saith tht Lard, 1 have bealcd
these va;ers; theze shal.1net be [romn thence any mare deatb or bar-
ren lant." Tht heatiig ai tht vater was permanent anti even noir
the stri.- as callet the I"Fauntain ai Elisha." la tht symbolie
&ct by whlch Elisha la God's naine beaIed the petiltatizl waters ai
Jeticho may lie seen thtecrative paver for the varbd's mieL
e richa vas pltasntly situateti but in vhat shoulti have betna
ealth-giving strtam deatiy influences luriced. Sa by sin is tht

river af this vorld ' oys andi bppiness pollua cd. Tht vontd as Gati
mte it vas heauttol, mcd much of that btauty stiti remas. but

man's sin bas spa at st anti tesolation. Tht niseuy thus exist-
in can aniy lie cureti b> divine hcaiing. Goti in His mercy and
love bas provideti the means of restoratian. Tht sait of Gods
reveaied ill for -en ssalvation has been cast into tht strean of
the wrorld's mistranti the river aithe vater ai hile, citar as crystal,
procceding out iehttbronc i oftodantiai tht Lamnb flows freeiy foi
tht heaing of thtensions.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTONS.
Goot men uascautajs best defence. Thefr d'-_ih is deepi>'

regrettei hy aU who know tht..
Gotiases up others to take tht place ai l!hs servants vhase ite

vo:k bas endet.
Elisha needeti more thon EUjoa's amate taeinake hlms a propheL
Candidt atihonest unvesltgation al a2ys ecutin ariving et trutli.
Etisha vas =cn.cad in pramotiuC the temporal 'well-beiaig ai

prosperity as well -s the moral anti reigians ativancement ai tht
people.


