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triumphs ai intellect, as seen in tht widow's mite cast ino tht
treasury, in the box ai inîmer1 broken l'y tht band ai prescient
love on the Saviour's persan, in tht tears ai penitence wasb-
ing His feet ; tht mysteny ai humami sarraw, the boundless-
ness af buman aspiration, tht llnding grandeur and beauty
of the Saviaur's character, the power wbicb belongs ta the
bear-to love-ta apprehend and ta verify tht Gospel;
these supply bim with tht iaity themes an wich he discour-
ses with marveliaus force and eloquence. Withaut being for.
inally and dircctly an argument for Chrîstianity, these ser
mons are anîy the mare really an apologetic ai the mast
eflectivt kind ; anc by wliich the iaith ai many a hesitating
believer bas been greatly strengtbened. A bni quatatian
wilii le ai more service than any description in enal'ling you
ta understand and appreciate this characteristic ai the dis-
courses ai ý met . " Humanity bath separated itscli tram
God. Tht storms ai passion bave braken the mystermous
cable wbîcb retaincd tht vessel in part. Shaker, ta ils base,
and feeling itstli driven upon unknown seas it secks ta
rcbind îîsli ta the short ; il endeavaurs ta renew its broken
strands ; il make.ç a desperate effort ta re-establish those con-
nlections witbout %whîcb it cannat have either peace ar secur-
ity. In tht midst afitis greatest wanderings bumanity neyer
loses tht idea ai its origin and destiny. a diîn recaliection
of ils ancient barmony pursues and agitates il ; and witbout
renauncing its passions, wthaut ccasîng ta love sn, it longs
ta re-attach its l'eing full ai darkness and nisery ta some-
thîng lumînous and peacetul and ils fleeting lite te some-
tbing immovable and eternai. In a word, Gad has neyer
ceased tael'e tht want ai tht buman race. Alas ! thein ham-
age wianders tram ils proper abject, their worsbip becomes
depraved, their piety itseli is impiaus j the religions whîcb
caver tht eartb arc an insuit ta tht unknown God, wbo is
their abject. But in tht midsî afithese manstrous aberrations
a sublime instinct is reveaied ; and each ai these lalse reli-
gions is a paintul cry ai tht soul, tom ramo its centre and
separated tfram ils abject. It is a despoiled existence wbich
in sreking ta clothe itsei stizes upan tht first rags il finds ; il
is a disordered spirit, wicb, in tht ardour afitis tbîrst, plunges
ail panting into ietîd and troubled waters ; il is an exile, who
in seeking the road ta bis native land l'uies himselfinmi right-
fui deserts."

But these dîscourses are mucb mort than a poweriul
argument for tht Gospel ; they are a singuiarly beautitul
exhibition ai its contents and ai its spirit. They are tht
former mainly, indeed, in virtue aifl'eing tht latter. They
are net less adap:cd ta transiorîn a coid, inert Iaith mb oa
devaut and living homage than tu ;.oiqutr doul't or ta
replace unbelici l'y faiîh. They aie dîstînctiy evangelîcal,
l'rimiul ai Gospel truîb, l'ut it is Gospel truth in its great
pinciples rather than in ils iminute details-Gospel truth an
ils ethîcal niant than on its doctrinal side, in ils spirit more
than ils Icîter. And they are instinct thraughouî with warmn
Christian feeling. Tht ematian, indeed, is not loud and vebe-
ment, il is calm and repressed rather than stimulated ; but
il is there ail tht same ; now tender and regrettul, now cie-
vated and iayaus, always deep and healîbini. Tht reader ai
these discourses iceis himnseli ta l'e in contact tbroughout
witb a man aifl'raad views and ai warmn humant sympathies.
Tht harsh and narraw dogmatism which sa aten repels tht
enquirer on the threshold is canspicuously absent ; l'ut il is
flot repiaced in Vinet's case, as in that ai mnany preachers ai
liberal culture, l'y ment humanitanian ethics ar wcak senti-
ment. Tht cross, with ail ils offence, if witb ail ils mysteri-
ons pawer ai attraction, is there and.is central, as it should
be. IlStripped of the great fact of expiation," says Vinet,
Iand ail that cluster ai ideas connected witb il, what I ask

is Cbistianity? For ordinary rinds, an ardinany raorality;
Ïor others, an al'yss af incansistencies."1 Again ."I It is net
se much tht Gospel that bas preserved the dactrine ai tht
cross, as tht doctrine ai tht cross that bas preserved tht Gos-
pel." "lAil tht migbî, ail tht neaiîy ai Cbisianity in each
Christian is there and anly there. Even tht lessoos and exam-
pies ai Jesus Christ, in order ta become living and fruitful,
require a ray darted tramn tht cross."

But these discourses, mariced l'y such uncompramising
devatian ta tht distinctive truths ai tht Gospel, are worîby ai
aur attention net aniy because afi what îhey say, but even
because ai wbaîtbey do not say. Their reticence itseli is
instructive. Rather desirîng compiete agreement with
D'Anlignt, Gaussen and others ai tht Geneva school, in tht
detaiis ai Chrstîan doctrine than actually attaining il, tht
preacher scrupulausly abstains tram statements whicb might
present tht appearance ai a greater degret af accord with
these disîinguished exponenîs ai evangelical thought than he
bail really reached. Indeed there is scarcely any teature in
these sermons mare marked, as there is none mort wortby
oi imitation than their severe trutbiulness, thein prudent
reserve, tht determination ai tht speaker everywbere maniiest
ta keep uttenance well within tht limîts ai conviction and
of feeling. IlWe bave forbîdden aur words,' be says, Ilta
transcend the limits ai aur personal emnotionsi an artificiali
beat wold flot l'e salutary.'"IlFeel'le, 1 addness mysieli ta
thetteeî, I give ta îbemn tht milk which bas nonished my-1
self. Wben some ai us become stronger than tht rest, we will

itagethen demand thtel'read of tht stnong."' Hence the entire
freedam tramn cant, thtesiaturalness, tht wise and attractive1
reasonallentss ai tht discaurses composedl in such a spirit ;,
cantrasting, ah, b9w strangly, witb tht wild extravagance,
the vulgar exaggeratian, tht irank egaîism which is displayed
l'y mare than ont prominent pulpit ai aur day. Surely popu-
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larity is purchased at 100 great a cast when il in% '--es the
sacrifice at once ai tht sacredness ai tht sanctîiary and the
self-respect ai tht preacher.

Thcnc is stili anoîber charactenistic ai Vinet's sermons tioa
stniking ta be passed aven evt'i in this bnie estimat ; they
art marked l'y a certain linge ai sadness-marked, not
marred ; il 15 n part even tht secret ai the cbarm wbîcb
they have for tht sensitive reader. For thetotnt ai melan -
choly, if ane must designaîc it l'y sncb a terni, wbich pervades
tbemi, is that ai a pure and gentie spirit saddened and chans.
tened l'y the sigbt ai buman sin and bumnan suffenîng. One
bas anîy ta listen ta ils strains ta caniess their speil.
IEvery soul, daubtiesi, carnies wtbîn iusd1 a treasure ai

sornow. Irl s even a condition ai aur nature that n ail our
joys, even tht most intense, 1 know nat wbat sornow ever
mingies, as n a sang ai giadness, a lîollow munînur or a
sîîfled groan. Ir mgb: l'e saîd that the very voîce ai joy
awakens in tht depths ai the soul a sluml'ening griet;"I or
again " lLite is passed amid temptations ta jay ncessantly
rcprcssed. Joy bas moments, sorraw tht whole ai lite.
That is a moment ai joy wben a chenîshed hope is reaiitd,
that is a lite ai sarrow wben we téel that tht successive reali-
zation ai ail aur bopes bas nat filled tht infinite al'yss ai tht
soul. That is a moment afijay which gives us tht smile ai a
beautîtul day, the sun s0 pleasant ta behold, tht free develop
ment ai any ai aur powers, the feeling ai existence in the
plenîtude ai heaith ; that is a lite surnaw whîcb hurnies pro
mîscuousiy ta the abyss betore us aur good and aur cvii
hours, aur pains and aur pîcasures, nay mare, aur souli iseit ;
ior thet hougbts and affections ai wbicli it is composedl pre-
cede us ta the taml', wbile ai ail that we possess and ail we
have been we can retaîn nothing, no, nat even aur most cher-
isbed griefs. Or once mort "IlFrom tht very sources ai aur
happiness sprng ioth bitter sarraws. Our most tend~er
attacbments arm death witb some ai bis sharpest dants ; tor
aitbouRh St. P'aul bas said with tnutb that tht stiog ai death
is sn, it is truc Ibat this sting multiplies itseit and makes
sharp points ai ail tht flowers with whicb we deck aur lieads.
Every crawn aif fowtrs, sooner or laten, becomes a crawn ai
thoros."l And wbaî Jepîl' ai reflective thaught, as weii as
tenderness ai plaintive sorraw have we not in these words
ITa blumot the tsing cf grief, ime is l'eter than prde ; for

time wears ont everytbiog. But il wtars out tht saul as well
as ail thetrest. Tht power ai iorgetting is oniy a weakness.
Lite thus becomes less sorrawtul, l'ut il aiso beconies less sei -
aus, less noble."

Ir is almost uonecessary ta add, after wliat bas been said
and wbat bas heen quoîed that Vinet bans iound warm
admirers in every country which bis works have reached ; nat
oniy in bis native Switzcland, but in Germany, in France, in
England and in America. Hîs sermons are ont indeed popu-
pular in tht ordinary sense ai tht terni. They are for tht
mast part religiaus essays an meditatians. They are mnade ta
l'e rnad and re-read. That is perhaps their detect as ser-
mons. They bave ta seek and ta select tbeir audience, but they
bold it without dificulty when once tound. How îndeed
couid il l'e otbcrwise witb discourses ffbich exhibît so rare a
union ai inteilectual and moral excellence, such originality ai
conception, sucb depîh ai insight, sucb elevation ai sentiment,
such precisian and l'eauty ai expression, such wealth af
inmagination, such warmth ai affection, such tenderness, such
bumility. Add ta this a personality singulariy l'nîght and
gentît, enriched witb thtel'est culture ai France and Germany
and adarned withbIlthe ornament ai a nieek and quiet spirit,"
and il cannar surprise us tuat Vinet bas won a very h;gh
place in tht esteem and affection ai thcughtful Chnîstians n
Eurape anid America. Years before 1 made my first visit ta
tht continent af Eurape lie had passed aut ai lite, but at
ont point and anther-in a lovely cbateau, tht home ai a
refintd Christian iamily, on the siapes ai tht Jura, and in
tht midsî ci a quiet Moravian commîînîîy in Germany-I met
thase who had known tht man as well as waited on bis
teaching, and badl cause ta note tht warn and reverend affec-
tion witb whîch they cberished tht memory ai bis l'lendmng
genius and goodness. For mysei (i I nîay l'e permitted a
personal allusion an this occasion) 1 confess 1 owe more ta
Vinet for intellectual stimulus and spiritual help than ta any
uninspired teacher.

TADDON.
In passing tram Vinet ta Liddon we encounter many

strking contasts ; the cnt philosapbîc and critical, tht other
authanîtative and dogmaic ; tht ont timid and selt-dîstrust-
fui, withaut tht courage ta open bis mouth even once iL, tht
beautiful and spaciaus caîhedral cf bis native city, tht ather
ta tht last filliog witb bis rnging vaice and bis stately peni-
ads tht ian langer St. Paul's ; tbe onc carrying canciliation
ta tht verge oi compromise, tht other dogmatîsm ta tht
verge ai defiance. Each was in a manner truc ta bis nation-
aliîy ; in the ane tht iighî îoucb, tht airy billiance of tht
Frtncbman, in the other tht vgarous dîrectness, tht robust
self-assertian ai the Englishman. In Liddon we miss tht
philasophic insight, tht subtie beauty, tht sweet persuasive-
ness af Vinet, l'ut we find in hîm, on tht other band, a mas-
sîveness ai thought, a grandeur ai statement and an authoni-
tativentss cf utterance whicb Vnet cannaI dlaim. Enqairers
ater truîh wiil linger aven tht pages oftthe ont-tht mass, even
ai thetîhaughtiul, craving, al'ove ailItise, certainty in regard
ta spiritual tbings, will bang an tht lips ai tht othen, or, as
death bas now 46led these, will turn ta tht writings in
which the anlhareexpresses bis nnsbaken taitb in tht great
Christian venues.

In addition ta bis great Barnpton lecture on "lTht Divin-
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ity of Christ," Liddan pul'lisbed front time ta time several
volumes af sermons, somne ai îhem preacbed i Oxford before
the University, and athers in St. Ilaul's Cathedral. Thase ini
wYhich, sa far as my acquaintance gats, be is seen at his l'est
are ioun:l in the two volumes entitled, " University Sermons"I
and "lSaine Waris for Gad." But while naturally af unequal
ment, they are ail stran.q, and bating their sacerdatalism, truc
ta Sicripture teaching and strengzthening ta iaith.

At the time af bis dcath, a tew weeks ago, Liddon stand
by almost universal .onsent at the head ai the Englisb pulpit.
WVbenever it was known that he was ta preach, the great
cathedrai was filled with an audience embracing indeed ail
classes, but in which there were sure ta l'e found many men
ai liberal culture, and among tbem soaiofthe leading intel-
lects ai the day. Young men ai education waited with eager-
n.*ss on fis ministrations. Many Landoners had for years
neyer iîîssed an opportunity of ilearung him ; and his popu-
larity seemis ta hîave continued without diminution ta the last.
What was its secret ? Na single expianation, we may l'e
sure, wïlI suffice. There must have been more than ane cie-
ment of power in the preacher who could attract and retain
through sa inany Vears an audience sa large and ai such a
character.

In accauniting for this success we are sale in giving a [are-
inost place ta the praminence which the great and superna.
triral tacts ai redemption, and the doctrines which graw aut
af thcsc tacts, received in his preaching. These are flot sim-
ply pre-suppased, argued, deiendedi îhey are proclaimed, and
proclaimed with an authority which cames nalt ram the
speaker, but tram God wha bias put His word ino bis mouth
and with an enthusiasni which is born ai bis awn assured
fith in their verity. le is not a philosopher propounding a
theary, not a critic enquiring int the truth ai a system, nat a
niere maralist enforcing a cnde af etbics ; he is first, and before
ail tIse a preacher, a main wîth a message whiGh he bas
received, in wbich lie believes, which it is bis ta expound and
apply, but in any case ta proclaim, and ta proclaim in the
very ternis in wbmch it bas L'een gîven and with ail the mar-
vellous signiicance attaching ta it. Not bis ta reduce by a
single bair's breadth the vast proportions ai the trutb, nat bis
ta tane down tire dimensions ai the supernatural, whether as
(ii3played in tht Saviaur's incarnation and Godhead or in the
sinner's regeneration ta newness ai lité ; bis rather ta assert
and ta emphasize it, wherever Haiy Scripture teaches him ta
tind its presence, wbether in creatian ar ini redemption;
sometimes, perhaps, as in its sacramentarian views ta discover
and assert its presence where it is nat.

Liddon's preaching is thus distinctively doctrinal, even
dogmatîc. The great camman places ai religion,-God and
eternîîy, sin and grace, redeînptîon and atonement, death and
judginent, are neither ignored nor thrown inta the back-
ground. On tht cantrary they are constantly upan bis lips.
They tarin the staple ai bis discaurse. Tht only effect an the
preacher ai tbe destructive criticism oraof tht impudent denials
ot thet ime-and it is unmistakable-is ta compel a deeper
and truer conception ai these essential and eternal verities, ta
stiflen the grasp with which they are held, and ta intensiiy
the emphasis with whîcb they are proclaimed. It shauld l'e
added, as ail important ta an understanding ai bis success,
that these verîties, sa aten superficially viewed, assume a
deeper significance, become invested with a mare solemn
grandeur, in tht hands ai this great preacher. Set in tht
light ai bis powerlul intellect and glowing imagination, they
are seen ta possess larger proport ions, ta have deeper and
wîder imuplications in thteprncipies ai human reasan and tht
tacts ai human experience, than had been previously discerned;
wbile ever and anon there flashes out somne allusive phrase,
or somte flaming metaphor, whicb at once widens and illumines
the spiritual horizon, or opens autrnii it new and l'aundless
vistas for îhought and iancy ta explore. As the resuit, the
hearer is bath confirmed in bis fiîh in revealed truth and
made ta teel ils possession ta be a more than ever inestimable
treasure.

1 cannot doul'î that these qualities in tht sermons ai
Canon Liddon supply tht main explanation ai their wonder-
fui power. Something no laubt was due ta tht speaker's fine
presence, ta bis powertul and melodiaus voice heard distinctlv
at the iarthest point in that vast building, ta bis pr.ssion barn
ai deep conviction, ta bis massive and stately aratory, and ta
tht unique and attractive personality, which was behindîthe
words and lent themn weight ; but atter due allawance bas been
made for ail these it stili remains true that what mare than
ail tise gave thîs tar-famed preacher the power ta attract
and ta retaîn bis crowding audiences, was bis stroog grasp ai
tht tundamental verities ai tht Gospel, bis deep and devout
insight mbt their meaniog and tht assured and assuring con-
fidence with which he neyer ceased ta prociaim tbem.

Ont point mare, and we take iarewell ai Liddan. 1 have
spoken ai the vein.oi nelanchaly whîch is sa frequently met
wîtb in tht sermons ai Vinet. A simîilar linge ai sadness
appears, thougb perhaps less obtrusiveiy, in thase ai Liddan.
With ail tht sîrong, personai faith whicb tbey express, tbey
cannat be spoken ai as predaminantly bopeful. There are ire-
quenîly forthcaming in them, nat anly tht sad vicissitudes af
human lite, ats inconsolable griefs, l'ut alsa tbe weary struggle
ai the fith, its dark autioc'k, the possibiity ai partial and
tenîporary deteat evea, before tht hour ai final triumph. Tht
sorrow, tht unrest, tL'e at bafled endeavour ai the age is
again and again sympatbetically reflected in tht words and
tht tones ai tht great pireachen ; and just tberein lay a part
af bis charm. You knaw tht spell whîch is exercised aver us
l'y the pathos ai tht plaintive sang, l'y tht notes ai the rnir
tune, even by tht bues ai tht fading year. Yau know that
that joy is ever tht mast attractive in wbich is beard a taint
undertone ai sadness, as that l'eauty is tht most iascinating
in wbich is seen a tinge af meiancholy, snch as ail tht great

painters, thertire, have thrown inta tht face in which they
soughtlta embody their higbest conception ai temale l'eauty,
that ai the mothen ai aur Lord. Io any case, whether a part
ai their cbarm arnont, a shade ai gioam is an unmistalcabît
fcature in the sermons ai Liddon, as it is indeed, also, in
thase ai bis great compter ; wha dots not ftelils speil in bis
bymn, IlLead kîndly light, amîd the encîrcling glaom"Il?
To him we naw turn ion a vtry l'riei period.
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