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THE .MANGAIA BIBLES.

T HERE arc mnati> isiands in the south
Seas, and the namc of.QIic ai them is

Mangala. Many ai the poor natives ai the
place liad long becut looking out for an arrivai
of Bibles irom England, but the cxpectcd
slîip came nat. " Oi1," said they, Ilpenhaps
13arzkoti (Mr.Bluzacott) is dcad. Thcsocicty
cannat finish thicwork. It is nat yct complet-
cd. Wc sliah neyer ]lave aur Bibles aiter
al."

Some ai theci had prcpared arrawroot and
made fishing-nets, andi with these things paid
bcioreliand for thecir Bibles ; and tvhen look-
ing uvcck aiter weck and month aiten month,
they saiv na slip arrive, tlieir spirits iailed
them. At hast, hoiwever, they saîv the good
ship leave ini siglît an the first day ai the
îonth, and lýheir joy ivas unboundcd.

No sooner ivas the ship near enougli ta Uic
shore titan tliey %verc reaçly and willing ta set
ta îvork bringing the heavy packages through
the surf aven thc reci. There ivas hauling
and puiling and pushing and carrying enaugli.
F-or-tvo days they workcd ivitli great dili-
gence and spirit, for they knew. that their
Bibles liad corne, and thcy ivanted ta have
the preciaus tneàisure in tîteir own possession.

Accorditig ta their custoni wvhen engaged
in bard and heavy Nvork, they kept sitiging a
sort ai rude sang and chorus, in their otvn
language, ta encourage anc another, just as
salons sing out, IlHeIave lia!" when puiling
together at a rope.

What tbey sang uvas samcUîing ai thtis
kind:

"*Me w-ord bas corne.
One volume compilee;
Let us learn the nood word;
Our joy is great.

Sa eager uvere they to.get their Bibles that
it %vas flot an easy thing ta kcep them from
breakiiig open thc cases; and whcn the flrst
Bible ivas shown then as a specimen, tiîey
raised a loud cry af delight.

A public meetingwias hid, and aiter thanks
had been given to Almighty God for His good-
ncss in the bountiful supply af His Holy
Word, anc ai the Bible cases %vas opened.
Every eye scemed ta sparkie with curiasity
and every jieart sened to beat with pleasune.
Thase îvha had paid for Bibles receivcd thcin,
and as many as iorty others ran ta their
homes for flshing-tiets and arrawroot (and
such as had it, for rnoncy,) that they might
have Bibles too. Every day througlî that
week they kcpt it up, bninging arrawroot and
fishing-nets and taking back Bibles.

Many even of those who thouglit but litthe
ai Gad camne ta buy Bibles; for they said.
"lThoug ivec have not yet repented, uve think
ive shail soie day, and ive may as uveil bave
aur Bibles ready."

One of these, a young man wvho had not
attended the Sabbath service for four years,
bought a Bible, saying that lie rcmembcrcd

vhîat he had learncd wlicn younger. I iwill
now begin again reading," said hie, Iland
came ta thîe services."

At the ncxt prayer mictirg one a. ofich
aIder disciples, ivho %vas in the habit ai ad-
dressing the ahers, spoke thus: 'Il have
aiten spoken ta yau froni a tcxt out ai other
parts ai the Bible uvhich uve had, but this

ks the flrst time tva lave seen the book ofijob.
It is a-neîv book ta us. XVhcn 1 reccived rny
Bible I neyer slept tili I liad flnishced this newv
baok ofijob. I rcad it ail. Ohi ivlat jay I
felt. in rcading the ivonderful 111e of titis good
mati! Let us ail rcad thc %viiole book. Let
us go ta the missionary by day and by niglit,
and inquire into the mcaning ofithe tiet parts
îvhici ive have flot rcad. Let us bc at his
door Mvhen lie riscs, let us stop him wlien ive
ineet him, that lie may tell us ai these netv
books!" Mien lifting up bis ncw Bible wvith
ail the cncrgy that a iceble oid mnan could
suimmon ta his aid, he said. IlMy brcthircn
and sisters, this is my resolve : the dust shall
neyer caver my ncw B3ible, the maths shali
neyer cat it, thc mildcw shiah not rot it-iny
light and my joyV"

It ivas not long beiore thire hundred B3ibles
ivere bought by îvilling purchasers.

But wbat couid bc donc ivith ail the fi ;hing-
nets and arroîvroot that they gave ior the
Bibles? It ail iound a rcady sale wvhen the
trading àhips called at the isiand frai Tahiti
and Sydney, s0 that vcry soan upwvand ai ane
hundrcd pounds in money îvould bc ready ta
be sent in payment for Bibles. In the year
1847 an edition ofthe Tahitian Bible ivas sent
ta Tahiti, and, accord ing ta the last accounts
receivcd, more than nine bundred pounds had
been rcceived in payment ai it; and an edi-
tion ai seven thousand copies ai the Tahitiati
Newv Testament is now in the press.

It is wchl for us noîv and then ta hear sucli
an account as the anc I have given yau, that
a greater value may bc set by us on the wvord
of God. A neglccted Bible is a reproacli ta
its possessor. Wec Bibles as scarce ivithi us

-as they werc witb the isianders ai Mlangala,
no doubt we should press iorwvard %vith ti-
creased ardor ta possess thcm. Again and
again do uic require ta bc reminded ai the
Saviou's words: "Seancli the Scriptures; for
in therri ye think ye have eternal lueé; and
tbey are thcy which testify ai ne"I-Jobn v.
39. Lovç your Bibles, childreti; ponder yaun
Bible and pray aven it that it may bc a bless-
ing ta you for earth and heaven.-Day tr

HARDENNOT YOUJ? HEARTS,
BO YS.JOHN H- uvas a boy ai fifteen. 1-e

wvas a smart, active, fiearless ici low. TJie
boys thouglit a good deal ai him, and he
thouglit a good deal ai himself.

On anc occasion his father had business
which callcd hilm far awvay and, as the eidest
boy, lic had a kind ai oversiglit intrusted ta
liii. John did well for severai days, acting
under the counsel of lis motiier, just as lie
ought ta have donc. By and by hegrewv im-
patient, and did many things quite independ-
cnt ai bier. The younger children <Md flot
like his sayings and doings at ail. Il e or-
ders us round," they said, Ilas if he werc k-ing."
At last he took thc entire management ai
things, and anc day acted not onhy against
his mothcr's uvisles, but talkcd vcry illnatur-
edly ta lier.

Going ta bcd that night, lie could flot sleep.
His conduct toward bis mother troublcd him,
and lie tosscd frai anc side ai the bcd
ta the othen, trying ta get an easy place. He
blamed tie bcd and thc servant who made it;
and thon he thought he was sick, and con-

tinucd ta toss on for somne time ; in fact, John
suspcctcd îvhat the matter rcaliy wvas, only
hie %vas too proud ta own it. He kneiv it J was
his trcatmcent af his mother that troublèd hifm,
and for a long while lie tried ta sicep it off,
or tliink af something cisc, or excuse himself
in one way or another. Happily, John did
flot succcd. Conscience wvouId do its wark,
and Johnt listcned ta ail] it said : and the con-
scequcncc ivas that prctty ncar midnighit-for
it wvas as Jate as tlîat-the boy got up, stole
ta his mother's chamber, and, with tears in
his cyes and pcnitence in his heart, beggcd
bier ta forgive him. "And oh," lie says, no'v
that lic i a man, Ilit wvas the swectcst mo-
ment ai my life wvhcn I was forgiveni."

That hour wvas the turning-point in the
boy's ice. If lie had hardencd himself that
nighit, the-ncxt day lic wvouId probably have
bchiaved wvorsc than bciore, and sa on and 'sa,
on, until the bad boy had becomé the baEd
mani. But Johin yiclded ta the voice of coni-
science, and lie made thorougli work af it.
I-le confessed bis iault and asked ta bc for-
given, and experienced the swets-they are
real siveets-of iorgivcness. 'the next day
J ohn's management ivas improved. He ivas
more kind and considerate toward his brothers
and sisters and respectini toward his mother,
and lic ivas prepared hy it aiterward to taste
the swvects af God's forgivcness and favor.
His w~ord ta every boy noîv is, IlIf you hiave
îvronged your mother, be sure ta own your
fauit and ask tc, bc forgiven." Harden not
yOur hearts boys.-Stiday Schiool Visi'or.

THE COUNTEZPEIT QUARTER.

F OUR boys ivere standing under a troe,
looking ait a bad quarter, wvhich the

fatheroai nc ai the boys had taken the day
bciore.

IlFather thinks it came frora the apple mani
-hie bought apples ycstcrday-but he can-
not be sure, for he had severai others 'in b lis
pockct-book. It is gaod ornothing anyway,
50 lie gave it ta me ta play with.

"4You îvouldn't catch niy father lasing
money that way. He îvould -shove it off on
sanie anc. Yau cauld spend that ini half a
dozen tvays, if you liked. Give it ta mie,
Frcddy, and 1 wiil go doivi ta Aleck and get
a hatiul ai chcstnuts for it. 'Yon nuight as
well; it is ai no use ta you. If Aicck. flnds
it out, I wili take it back, and say, ' Is it bad?'
If Aleck finds it out aftcr he gets it, hie ivili
pass it an somobody, sa thcre11 not bc any
hanm done anyvay."

IlWhat ai the next ane who gets it?" said
Freddy.

"O , lie must pass it off as ive do," iaughed
Phliip. ",Corne, Jet us try it, anyway."

IlNot I, Phil," said the other,,stoutiy. "iMy
father says it is stealing ta pass caunterfeit
money whcn you know it, and a veiy high
crime. I dont mean ta begin that business,
even in a sniail way. Corne ta think ai it,
guess the best thing I cati do îvith .jt is to
pitch it into the mill-pond. I nuight Jase it,
and somnebody flnd and pass it. Get some
pebbles, boys. and Ict's sec ivhich cati pitch
the fartlicst."

Thte aid counitenfcit-was buricd ini the deep
mut-lpond, whcrc it ivas neyer iikely ta tempt
any anc ta dishonesty, ar ta make any
anc suffcr ioss by its means.-Cliid'.s Wor/id.
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