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At prescrit the pastor lsandvocating a second con-
gregationin tht westendai thecity. There la acons.
modieus manse in connectica witb tht church, and
tht varieus other appointmnents are of tht niost satis-
factory kind. There are about 300 communicants,
a gond Sabbitb School, and the contributions for ait
purpases nmounted te avtr $8,ooo iast year. A aniali
debt on the church is being reduced by weely con-
tributions, and, with the proceeds of a bazaar which
the ladies have on band, it la expected that tht greater
part of the debt will sean be extlniguished. la speaking
cf cburch debt, 1 ams tempted ta quate a few sentences
frans the Rev. Mr. Mncneill, the pastor. He Baya :
"lDebts are bad things, and church debits are the worst
of bail things. They cripple generosity. Tbey aisn
dcadly blows at missionary work. They paralyze tht
preacher. i neyer like ta sec a man living in a grand
bouse vwho wan't pay bis hutchez's bill, and a magni fi-
cent church which bas a big debt fer a cupola, la, If it
cannot remeve ii, a magnificeat fraud ; for It sbauld
nover have been bulit ; if it cao, and wan't remove fi,
it shauid bc crushed te death under it. Scripture
says, ' owe ne man anything.' That dots net mean
pay your debta, but neyer bave any debts te p.sy."

Mr. Mlacrieihl, an eloquent, vigarous preacber, d a
native cf P. E. I., and was educated in Scatland andl
Princeton. i-e preaches toeot Çtht weaithiest anal
most intelligent congregationa in the Church, and la
bighiy esteemed, net cniy by the members of bis awn
congregation, but by tht citizens generaily.

Although for picture!queness of situation Saint
John's bas ne superior on thas continent, it is anti-
quated andl backward, and whilst the town may ho
said ta be aver two hundieal years aId, and possessing
great wealtb, there la not a botel wotthy of the naine;
indeed, tbroughout the whole place there is only ont
which hangs out a 5hingie claiming the distinction.

A good deal bas been taîlkea andl written about New-
foundianal fogs and dogs, but 1 fartuaately escapeal
the first, and the latter stem very scarce anal dear.

Decen&r .7o, j33-7. K

UNlF0R4lt EXAMfINA TIONV 0F STUDENTS.

MR. EDITOR,-On page 43 ai the Assembly's Min-
utes ai 1882 it will bc notaceal that there is sent dewn
as a remit tu Ptebbyteries certain important preposi.
tiens with regard ta Thealogicat Eduration.

As ont derply interested ini this subject, 1 desire te
press apon Preshyteries the nectssity of giviog this
questian a fuil, patient, and impartial consideratian.
Witbeut enteriag into details, I may bie eermitted te
adaluce a reason in faveur ai the changes conternplated
in tht Remit. It watt be obscrved that tht praposeal
ritasure provides for a uniforir test examination ai
students entering the niinistry, andl aise a test of their
Iiterary attainients upon entering tht study af The.
elogy. Those familiar with the working ai the presenit
systema recognize its defecta in this respect, and wili, 1
believe, welcomne the preposeal measure as a vast i-
provernent.

In Presbyterial examinatians for licences there is
an intquatily whicts is net desirabît or fair. Sonie
Presbyteries are severer than othecs, and tht exarnin-
ations by tht sainie Presbyteries are by no mens uni-
iorm in the case of ail candidates, whilst h: !s net tee
much tu say that many cf the ex iminations art fermai
rather than testing. Tht mnasure prcposed in tht
Remit dots not in the least degrce interfere with tht
Pretsbyteriai examination, or infringe upon any Presby.
teonal rigbts, but ptovides tbat tht candidate shaîl before
being taktn on triai for license, take betore the Pres-
bytcry a certîficate ai having passeal tht Assemhiy's
Lxamining Bloard. WVith tht examinations and modes
of instruction pursued in our various cahieges wc shouhd
not interfère, so long as thcy are conducted according
te the principles of our Church, but that thetAssembly
shoulal assure itsrlf that a student entering upon the
study of tbeoiogy bas satisfactorY iiteraty attainients
and when enteting tht ministry, in addition te these,
sufficient theciogical attainments, is net ask-.ig tee
mucb. Ia doing this tht Assexnbiy is discharing
_.ne cf its moat important duties.

Tht system praposed is that practicaliy adopttd hy
tht British Churches, notably the Fret Churcb cf
Scotland, tht English Presbyterian Church arid tht
Presbyterian Churcb in Ireanal. That which bas been
founal wtse and safe in the!e Churches wtt be found
ilulais ,mdnandis wise and sait for us. Tht (dilawing
are part cf the Ftet Cburch regulatians with regard
ta students entering Theology. (i.) IlEvery student

about to enter the Divlnity Hall for the first dîne shall
be examlned on bis prcvious course of study by a
Boeard of Examinatlon appointedl by the Generai As-
sembly, and sball produce a certificate of bis bavlng
passed that examination satlttactorily to any Presby-
tery ta which hie may npply, with a view te bis bcing
allowed te begin the study of Theology."

The measure proposed ini the Remit requirca a cer-
tificate similar to the above, except whero the appli-
cant las itgraduat of an approved University.

With regard te trials for licensuie the Frce Claurch
tejoins the jcilowing: .<t.) IlIf the Synod shail aliow
the student te be takera on trials, the Presbytery shall
proceed therein wlth ali convenient speed, and the
Assembly appoints the follawing trials te bc taken of
the student, and in order berein mentioned, provided
always that ne part of the examnation of a student
shall bc commenced by a 1resbytcry until the last
sessior of bis theological course shall have been con.
cluded, and untit he shall produce te the Presbytery
a certificate cf bis having passed satisfactorily an ex-
amination upon bis previeus studics, by the Ileard of
Examination appointed by the Gencral Assembiy.»

Time and circumstances wiil net permit me te dcal
with this subject as 1 shouid like te, have donc, but 1
trust there wiît bo a fuil discussion of the question, net
onty in your colunins, but aise in our Presbyteries. For
myseif I arn strongly convinccd that the adoption cf the
regutations proposed in the Remit, wilt greatly tend
te elevate and render uniform the standard cf Theo-
logical Education ini aur Church.

WVm. D. AHMisT-RoNr.
Ottawa, Deember .26th, 8.

GOSPEL WORK.

OXFORD AND CAMD11RlDGR.

These great centres ai intellectual culture have been
stirred by the visits cf Maody and Sankey touan exter.t
whicb bas surprised many. Thousands of the students
have attended the meetings and many professed con-
version.

"The Outiook,' the organ cf the English Presby-
terian Church, ai wbich Donald Fraser is editor, in an
article entitled IlA Good Tiraie," descants an the re-
vived spirit of Christian effort that is everywbere ap.
parent in the land. We append the closing paragraph :

How significant is tbe réception whicb Mr. Moody,
the American preacher, has had front graduates and
undergraduates at Cambridge and Oxiordl I h stirs
one's heart ta think of those young hopes of England
in thousands assembling ta lasten ta an evangeiist whe
neyer passed through any University, and bas ne dlaim
ta inteltectual culture, but knows how ta open the
Scriptures, and how te speak straight te the consci-
ences and hcar~s ai bis fellow-men. There is a se-
ligieus movement at Cambridge which is full of pro-
mire. WVhat a hlessing it niay prove fnr England if
Oxford, wbich bas been a rnother cf Ritualisin, and
then cf Scepticism, sbould become a mother of Evan-
gelical lufe and missionary ardour!I

Tht folewing in "The Christian" gives a grapbic
sketch of scenes at Oxfc-d, but as te numbers and
resuits it is said te be very far below the mark -

Everyone said it wcîiid be a failure : everyone, that
is, who passes <or being wîse and experienced in Uni.
versity ways. "Oxford men," said the Don, criticaily,
"lare oniy taucbed by the presentation of citar ideas,
or by the force of personal character.'» But the well-
informed critic did flot consider that some ver3r clear
ideas snight ho presented by an Anierican evangelist
who lha net had a university education, and that even
in such an earthy vessel the most perfect cf ait char-
acters migbt be most forcibiy braught berne te tht
sympathies cf yaung and ardent nsinds. Tht truth
was, tht Don was thinking cf Mr. Moody, but Mr.
Moody was thinking cf Christ

Now we will make our way on Monday leventing,
Neveinher i-2th, at bauf past eight, to tht Clarendon
Roanis. Mr. Sankcy is singing te, a sornewhat quiz.
zicai audience. There is tht mans well known in the
Higli street, and i worse places, whoe manners are
net equal te, the task ai keeping bis face from a con-
temptueus susile. There is tht intellectual scheiar,
who is indlined te, Agnosticism. There are, ten, let
us thank Ged, net a fcw as earssest spirits as you would
flnd in any age or any society. Tht room is hal( full,
there are about 2oo of the University men prescrit
Mr. Maedy bas te speak amidst tht constant titter-
ings and wbisperings of the bons es.prit. It is a bard
struggle, and cyea /îù brave spitit bcems a littie cowcd.

That night hittle more ta dont than te brlng out a con-
siderable number cf Chistian men whao wiil hclp la the
singing to-mcrrow.

On Tucsday It la diffèrent. At the closeocf tht
meeting tht speaker aka thast whe wlsh te bo Chris-
dians ta express their wlinigness. There la a pause,
then a faint I wiii ;Il thert ane'ber, then anather,
andl another. These men are very much la carnest ;
they knawr that thesneer aof Il ood-lng"l witl probably
bt muttereal against them in Hait next nlght, andl
that possibly tht "men ai light and lending Ila tht
cohiege wihli"cut »theni. But the simple presentation
af tht clean idea, "lwiil you or wlt yau not take
Christ ? Il andl tht dawnirg stase of tht preseace af
that perfect Saviaur-tbt two have broken down oven
Oxford reserve.

On WVednesday wc settu worseo ff than ever. Afer
apeaklng ta a larger but more impatient audience, Mr.
Maody finda in the inquiny.ncoom itreti sote deliberate
disturbers, men welh known ln the sparts cf tht Uni.-
versity, who include la their sports tht sport of aUt
thinga divine. Ihu bears dewn upon them persoualhy.
H-e carnies anc famous cnacketer inta a corner, and
there maltes him for once in bis hile nealise that IlGod
is net nsocked : whatsoever a man sows, that shal hae
aise reap."

But now, what can Mr. Moody have been doing te
tht men? On Thursday tht reons napidiy filis with
undergnaduates ; tht disturbers cf hast nigbt camte i
andl take. a foremest place in tht rooni, quietly, andl
evea reverently. Tht sea of intelligent faces ia turneal
tcwards tht speaker, and hoe preaches ta thera on
"4making excuses." There is no attempt at critical
ar phiiosophical argument ; but plain, straightfarward,
shrewd, andl sensetirnes very hunsaurous -.%tntmn
stase. But thiat is not ait. Again and again tht
audience is ciectrifleal and solemnizeal as tht hare,
clear truth flashes upon theni. Ne apun-out mnanu-
script sermon from decorous surpliced preacher in a
distant puipit, but litre a man, a very henest andl
tarnest man, face ta face witb theni, searching thers
with bis glance, peiating at thoni personatty,uaveiling
their hearts ta thens in a way that is strange, because
it is new. At tht tnd, Mr. Moody says: I 'm much
obhigeal ta you men far giving me a hearing ; therc's
thirty or forty of you liere who pnomised me you'd corne
to.night and tisten fain, anal you'vt dent it. I'mmuch
obliged.1» There is a dead silence. Severnl 1beada
art hung down in shame. But then forty or fifty fol-
low Mr. Moedy ta tht inquiry-roem, and of these a
large proportion de very boidiy and simpiy -'ive thetu-
selves ta Christ.

But naw, Friday night, tht Clarendon Roamas are
toe smnali; and tht Tewn.hali is ntarly fileal with a
University audience. Rev. R. B. Girdiestone lire-
sides, asble hasdoneeachnight. Saiverai well-knowa
"lDons"» are on the platforni. Mr. Maody urges an
tht mea the duty of confession, and at the close tLMjIy
forty men publicly came forward anal kncel at tht
farina in front, and niany cf thern risc from their knees
feeling that this is tht beginning cf a new hle ta them.

And s0 what "teveny one " said dadnIt corne truc at
ail. Tht scheme was net a faihure. Anal why? be-
cause God bas said that Ht Ilbath chosen tht foolish
thiogs ai tht worid tu canfounal tht wise

These great thinga have been cane net in tht Ilcol-
lege fanes " by

diThe noise their high-buiit organs malce,
'%Vhich wath thundcr.rolhing music shake
Tht prophetit bhazoned on tht panes,"

but in tht mast secular cf rmoins, with an Amnerican
harmonium anal the simnplest of hynins. Tht preacher
was not a Dean nar a Provost, a WVarden ar a Master,
but a simple, earnest man who is showing te a haff-
scepticai anal haif-astonîshed wonhd, wbat wondcrs can
be wrought by "'ont hile wbolty consecrateal te God."
This bas been a memorabie week for Oxford.

WiHuN the pastor bas periormeca tht (funeral) ser-
vice cf Christian comifort, anal uttereal words of ad-
monition at tht home or in the church, there sheulal
be nething further needeal an expectcd, either tn henour
tht dead or admonish the living.

PEtCE is better tban joy. Joy is a very uneasy
guest, anal is aiways on tiptce te depart It tires andl
wcars us out, anal yet keeps us lever fearing that the
next moment it wilh be gant. Peace is nat se. It
cerntes more quietly, it stays more contentedhy, anal i
neyer exhausts Our stnength, non gives us unc anxiaus,
forecabtr g tht ught. Therefone, let us have peace

LtAtfuAit4i 3td, 188J.


