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MR. EDITOR,-lnny hast louter I tried te condense
Ino a brief spare soute cf thre most prominctnt events
--externat and internal-which helped te make tire
Reoomcd Church cf France wbnî it is aI thre prescrit
day. Amnongst thre externat incidents werc the Edici
of Nantes, granîedl by Honry IV., and subsoquently
revokod by Lmris XIV. itire lite of the Church in thre
descit; thre Edict cf Toloration, passed by Louis XVI.;
Uic Concordat, by Napohoon I., binding the Churcli
ta thre State; and Uic decrot of Napoloon Ill., la
1852, modifying thre laws of ii predecessor. Thon,
as regards the internat events which îended ta modify
the doctrines cf Calvin, I noticed thre teacbings cf
Samnuel Vincent at Nismes, who bad adopted the sub-
jective thoory of Schlieermacber, and taught "lthre
religion cf good works diciated by tire conscience."l
The difeérence between tho so.catied Liberai party
and the Evangeicals was stili furtirer marked by tire
appoarance of thre " Rdvue de Strasbourg"-threorgan
cf the ultra-negative criticism cf Strauss and Bauz-
wiich recelvod witb faveur thre tborougirly anti-Chris-
dian ",Vie de jésus," by Renan, whien r: appeared in
1863. Thon, agaii tirere was tire refusai of thre Kirk
Session and Consistcry of Paris ta ronow Uhe license cf
Rov. Athanase Caquerel, jun., a member cf thre Ration.
aiistic party, la 1864. and tire separation bettreen thre
Rigbt and thre Left in tiroir "Pastoral Conféronces»
-th* latter dcharing that "Ifaitir in the supernaîural
agency nf God in thre universe îs lna . wise noccssary
ta tire devciopment cf religious ie," wite thre Righit
adhered ta tht " roaiity of Christian supernaturalisni.»
This brings tire resupne cf cvents down ta the urne cf
the meeting ci thre General Synod in 1872;, and In
ordor ta understand thre precise position occupied
since thon, doctrlinaliy and oîherwise, bctween thre
two parties wviose antaganism constitutes tire "msos
obviaus fact in tire religiaus iristory cf France during
tire nineteentir century," 1 shali givo in tbis louter the
substance of the0 palier by M. Babut, which appeared
in the. IlCatholir. Presbyteriaii" for October, Z 879,
ccmparing bis statements wli M. flersier's IlHistary
of the . . . Synod cf the Reformod Cirurch, as
mry former bitter contained tire salent points cf M.
Wheatcrolt's articleocf April, 18So, supplemonted by
M. Fclice's "aHistoire des Protestants."

Vie~ EVANGELICALS AND THE LIJIERALS.
:st. in regard ta doctrine, thre Evangelical party

reaiins, as essential, ta thelPratestant faiuix, thc formai
principle and thre ,nafrriai principle oif the Reforma.
tion-tre authority of thre sacred Scrlptures, andi thre
justification cf tire einner thraugir faîirh in Jesus Christ
in the Liberal party threo are tira sections-tire anc
avowad-iy ratianalistic, tire cirer fecbly supranaturabîs-
tic-but botir agrec in affirming and del'onding, as a
sacred and inviolable position, unlimitcd liberty cf
belle! and of teachixig in tihe bosom af thre ChurcIr.

2Ud& In regard ta Chrrrcl goverument,:ht Evange.
lital party, la ait is- aims and efforts, secks thre defi.
nute re establishrmenlt anid regular çperation of thre
Synont-ai gevernalent, as instituted iry tiroir fathor.
Tire Liberal parly inclines in genoral toirards Inde-
pendency; or if there be a central reprosentation of
tire Churci, it dosires tirati sirall be imited te purcly
adroinistrative functions, and shall Dot inquire rtet,
or give jtrdgruent on, any question of doctrine.

3rd. Thre two parties aretflot less opposed on tire
question oa' thre relations betweea Clrurch and State.
Thre Evangebical party lays down as a fundamental
principle tire autanomY Of thre Churcla, and regards
thre interferece of thre State witirjeaiousy and anxbey,-
the Liborai party cordially maintains Uic riglits and
, iviieges o! tire State, seeing in tiren a safegnaxd.
against extravagance on tht part cf thc officiai majo.*
riiy of thm, Church-a tcndeiicy wlrich it deems more
dangeroui to liberty than State contraI.

Such irore the relations betwoen tire trio parties as
stated by M. Babut wiren

THE MEETING 0F SYNOE> OF 1872

teook place. Thre first National Synmid a!tire Rcformed
Churcir ras held at Paris in May, 155, and wa t
tcnded by'deputies frein only cieven cburcb'es. Jus:
100 ye=r aftr-in 1659-tht twenty-ninth and last
Gtncrai Synod was held at -Loudon, Louis XIV.
gssigning as a reason$ or ratiher exccuse, for puîîing a

stop ta thora, the great smn It -st, and tire trouble
and fatigue It gave ihose who attended. Neri, again,
afier an Interval of mare than =0 years, tie R1cofnd,
Cirutch was permitted by M. Tiers ta irold another
-lit thlrtleth-Synod at, Paris In June, z872, when
thre wo parties so clcarlv defifed abovelmet factoface
-the Evangelicals ta the nuniber of sixty.two, and tire
Liberals forty.skx Fo'wlInxportantl1er1sIas wer a'-
rlved at, afterlcugtheneddiscussioruftfli adjurieta
icthuirJy. First, In opposition to, tire allegatloris o! the
Left, tirat tire Synod possessed but Uic functions of a
dehiberative assembly, tic miorltyafflruiied tre author.
lîy and legality of the Synod cf 1872 ; secondly, by the
sanie nmjority, the Synod ndapted 4 Confesion o!
Faltir, proclimhng tire supreme authority of thre
Scriptures in niatters cf doctrine, anrd saivation by
faitir In Jesus Christ, thre oniy Son cf Gud, wiro was
debivered for our cifences, and raised again for our
justification;- tblrdiy, it was decided tirai every can-
didate for Uic minIsîrybef'ore racciving tire imposition
cf brands, sirould formalhy express iis adirorence ta
tic faili cf the Churcir as set forth and delincd in the
precedhig decLiatn; and fcurthxiy, tic Synod re-
sclved that ireore any crie could bre inscrlbcd In the
doectoral register cf a parish it was riocessary tu mnake
a declaration tirat ire heattily adhered te tire Rcforniod
Cirurch cf France, anid ta tire trutirs cf revebation as
contained la the sacrcd books cf tire Old anid New
Testaments.

Thesza decisiaris have hotu niet hy slrong and obsti-
tale opposition botir by Liberal ministers and inymon.
And now a few wards ns ta lhaw tbey were received
iry thre State. rIn Nevember, 1873, tire Council of
State passed a minute dciaring thre legabity ci thre
Syrod ; anid a decrec cf tire President of tire Republic,
datted 28111 February, z874, autharized tire publication
of the Synod's Deciaration of Faitir. Notbing, irow-
ever, was said about thre Synod's decision as ta future
pastors. A circular fromi tht MNinister cf Wcrship,
December, 1873, commTunicattId ta tire Presbyteriai
Councils tire religiaus conditions cf thre parocirial,
eiectarate, but thase councls whicb were inclinod ta
LiberaVr refused ta carnply witir tirase Instructions,
and by a formai vote annulbed the new conditions for
electorsiip. Thre electians field in 1874 were, ini these
circrustances, declared iliegal by tire Minister of
Worship. Stibi, thre refractory members took no notice
cf tis, and tire ehections Of 1877 werC ail finally ap.
proved by Uic State in rihatever way they were held.
Since then thre several Governni; hdave ratirertakcen
tire side o! tire LiberaIs, and put thre Evangelicals an
tire dofensive, and ln fact "the Churcr iras been
tured ia ont o! tire public services, paid and
admnlistered by Uic State, With litîle beyond tire
sbadow cf independezice." Eaci of Uic tria parties
holds ont or mare conferences annuaihy, wyithout for-
nial delegatian, and discuss Churchr matters. Attire
rneoings of tire Evangelicals, dlscûssions firequently
take place in tire direction of self-governmenrt arid
eniancipatian. frani thc State ; and althougli they ara
nat courageoIs etiotigi ta taire tis step ai preSCrt, it
sceins pretty certain tirai Uiey wiU bce ere bang cein-
pelled ta do s0 if tirey desire te rotain any o! the
ciraracteristics cf a living Churcir of Christ If tire
present Govcrnmeni romain lu powier, it is probable
that Uic application of tire Concordat nul be but of
sirori duratioa. A motion will siortly be made in tire
Chamber o! Deputies by a prorninent Republican,
backed by sanie eigirty mombers, te put an end la tre
proent conecCtion bettreen Churcér .arid State ; and
M. Pauli Bert, tire Minister cf Worsirip, ini addressing
thre airer day saine cf tire dolagaîloas from, Uic
cirurcires, admitted tirai tire strict exocutian of tire
Concordat was but a provisioiial expediozit, as tire
maverrent rihicr bail commcnced in tire country would
undoubttdhy Iead ia time ta tbe separaion af Churcir
and State. It is belioved, therefere, tirat ibis iras
beeri decided en ini principle by tire Ministry, and itha
ils execution is only amalter cf tie. Tht Reformed
Charcir cf France, therefore, may bre released (rom
its prescnt state cf bondage carlier, and la a different
way tinit expects. T. Il.

Par*., Novoei*btr aplb, irser.

VVBA T JS BEING DON£ FOR THE CUI-
NESE IN AIfERICA.

Mit EDITOP,-That thc Cirlnattau in America ira
subject ta maxiy unaecossary hardsiipz and much
cruel oppression is a fact as disgraceful as it is unde-
ziable. Tis, hoiwcyeris but one side o! thre question;
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and baving Iatel". sen staternents in print to the
effect that gven tile Christian Churches, imhile proess5-
kIg grct aeat for the ChInests ai a distance, were en-
tirely neglecting tixose lu our own midst, 1 have been:
led to make snme inquiries Into the matter. The te-
suit I noai place berore your readers. It wilI, I think,
5110w that flot oniy is the charge of l"indiffrence,"
brougbt against the Church, unfounded, but that a
very carflest and successfül work is being carricd on
among the Cbiiio5C ci thls continent.

I4E% YORK.

The late census pIa..'s tho number of Chinese la
this CitY ai 75o. There are six Chinese Sabbath
schoois In connection with thre Presbytetian Church,
one in connection with the Methodist Cburch, and
ont with thre llaptist-cight in ail. The average nt-
tendance is cigbty, white the number of Dames an the
rail ls very much larger.

There are rilso week cvening schools for Chinamen,
in which religious as well as secular instruction is im-
patted, and apparcntly much gcod doe. The repot
of one cf these says ."IThre school during the year
bas hotu fit of lniorest. The largesi number on the
roll for one mentir bas been forty-flve, th1e smailest
number thirty.four, average thirty-eigbt. The new
pupils entering the scbooi during thre year were io6.
Trhirty-six former scholars have returned, sanie having
been absent several, years. Ont had been away
ncarly seven yoars, another six, and two others four
yeats. They gave good evidence that the scirool had
flot lost its power and influence over themn.

BlROOKLYN.
Present number of Chinese bore Y59. Christian

work commenced in the sum'nier of 1879 by Mr. S. S.
Parsons, 163 Broadway, New York In a private let.'
ter Mir. Parsons says : IlOur average attendance for
nearly cigiricen months was about tweniy.five; the
largest number atonefession thirty-nice. Onepupl,
after being in thre school, for a singte year, wrotc Mr.
Parsons a lttIer in 'a gooJ, plain band, correctly
spelled.' The <ilowing is an cxtract: . IImr going
home ta China. I amn sorry ta Ibave tho school, but
1 boope to carne back in thre spring. 1 shall try flot to
forgtt what I have leatned, anid 14 thnk you ail for
teacbing the Chinese.' Another pupri wr tes. ; Whcn
1 Iived in China 1 worshipped idols. Now 1 know it is
wjcked. 1 beliove ini the Lord Josirs Christ and love
Hlm.'»

Il The sad faci," says Mr. Parsons, IIthat aur people
compel. thre Chines" te work on thre Sabbath is a
hindrance to us, but thre Chinese soon leamn that ail
thre people bore are not Christians. One of the pupUls
who went ta Ashbury Park hast summer ciosed bisi
Jaundry cvery Sabbatb, putting rip a sign on the win-
dow and inside, 1 No work delivered an the L-ard's
Day.' »

At present there are fivf.s Chineie Sunday scirools
in Brooklyn. Mr. Parsors says: "Teaching these
people I consider a reai mission work, and ane tbat
pays well. 1 lookc utian icdays spent in thre woyk as
amang thre niast profitl.'le of my life. It needs pa.
thonce an&d care, for thre Chinose are easily otTendod,
and they want a regular teachor."1

SAN FRANCISCO.
Hore there are no boss than araooChinese. Chris-

tin work was comrnenced ini 1852. At present the
Presiryterian Cirurcir alone bas in tis city no lesu
than nine missionary laborrrers, besides thre superin-
tendent, Rev. X. W. Loatnis, D.D. Dr. Looniis, in
bis last repart, says : "IThe chapel. services have been
more intcrestirrg during the patst year tiran ever befure.
The congregations are always webh attcnded, thre aver-
age bcicg about eighty-fivc. Ten persans wecrectived
inao communion with thre Churci during tire year.
The wh~o number received from thre begianing, on
.profession of faitix, is riS.

"Th=r is a scirool every evening ln Uic wcek,
where secular anid Teigiaus instruction is given . thre
attendance is frein go ta z:o.

Sartie o! those who hiave been thus educuîed and
hopefully converted have returned ta tke'ir native
country, and have proved thcmsclves laithful followers
of thre Lord Jesus there. Most intercsting betters are
boing constantby reoceived froin sucb. IlThis," says
the report,"I is thre vray by which thre work of evangg-
lization in China is to bo carriod an, tirrougir tire
influence of missions bore co-operating w' eh missions
in China, mucir mort rapidiy and efficiently thaii if
those China Missions were loft.ta work on ,rir'.rouî thre
aid of thoso who rot=r frorn Amorica, aarù who go


