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The word Edda signfied great-
grandmother. A century later
Snorre Sturleson. a native Icelan-
der. wrote out a prose synopsis of
the whole mythology, and his work
's called the younger Edda. From
thesu Eddas and other Sagas or
histories have been obtained the
ideas and old feelings of the brave
old Northlanderý. And in this
Ultima Thule, Ic land, were prts-
crvcd the pagan ideas of the Scan-
dinavian countries,-a strange place
to look for the literature of another
land.

They believcd greatly ini races of
Giants or Jotuns, Frost, Fire, Sea,
and Te-npest were jotuns ail to
be dreaded. while the Sun and
Summer-heat.wcregods. Thegods
dwelt in Asgard. tic garden of the
gods; and the Giants in Jotunheim,
the bouse of the giants, betwcen
the two there ;vas continuai war-
fare. One idea of the creation is
thus told,-Odin wvas descended
froni the frost giants, but hie and
his brothers slewv the giant Ymer,
and of bis body the earth was nmade,
of Ymer's blood they made the seas
and waters, from. bis flesh the land,
fromn his bones the mountains, from
bis haïr the forests, and f rom his
teeth and jaws wvith some bits of
broken bones they mada the stones
and pebbles; then they took bis
skuil and formed thcrewvith the
lîcavens and set a dwarf at the
corner of each of the four quarters,
these dwvarfs are called Austre-East,
Vestre-West, Nordre-llorth, Sudre-
South; they erected a bulvark
about the earth to protect it from
giants, this bulwark wvas called
midgard and was constructed froni
Yrner's eyebrows. 'r'he first man
and wvonîlan wvere Ask and Enîbla,
forined from the trees ashi and elm.

Odinî, the cliief of the gods. wvas
the fountain head of wisdom; the

founder of culture, writing and
poetry; the progenitor of kings;
the lord of battie atid victory. Hie
is described as a tali one-eyed matn,
hie pawned one eye in Jotunheim
whe.n he sought for wisdom at
Mimer's fountain, hie could not
drink from the fount of knowledge
uniess hie left his.eye in pawn. He
wears a broad bri mi nied hat and this
represents the arched dome of hea-
yen, hie ha', on a blue or variegated
cloak which is the bine sky or
atmosphere, both hat and cloak
symbolize protection. On his arm
hangs a goid ring called Draupner
frorn which links would drop and
yet it would neyer be Iessened, this
is the symbol, of fertility. On his
shoulders are perched two ravens,
Hugin, Reflection and Munin, Mem-
ory, they sit and wvhisper into the
cars of 0din wliat they see and
hear; at daybreak hie sends theni
forth to fly over the world and they
returti with their reports in the
cvening. Twow~olves recline at his
feet and to them hie gives the meat
that is set upon his table, for he
subsists upon the invisible food of
the gods. He sits upon a higb
throne and looks out upon tce
world, or rides about on his cight-
legged horse, Sleipner, the Slipper.
Hie is calied Uhc Ail- Father as chief,
and likewise the Val-Father or fath-
er of the siain, and his hall is
Vaîhalla. the home of departed
heroes. spears support the ceiling,
coats of niai! adorn the walls, it is
roofed wvitii shields; the niaids who
wait at the table are the Valkyrie,%
and they go on the battie fields to
inake chioice of those who are to be
siain and to sway thevictory. The
warriors wvho died braveiy in battle
were received into Vaîhalla, therc
they feed on the flesh of the boar
which is cooked in tlie morning
and becomes whole again every
night; they drink mead, a wonder-
fui liquid compounded from the
air, fire, sea, and rime frost. A


