
ROUGE ET NOiR.

PRAX'ER AND THE %VEATl-ILR.

Our correspondents upon this subject scenm to forge the
truc înecaffing or purpose of praycr. Il is not, 1priniairUl
at lcast ini our idica, the rcquesting for a temporal blcssing,
wvithout v hic!, requcst sucli blessing wvould flot accrue unto
us; b.' .c is an effort,.tnd also the nieans, ta briîig our
own frec %vills ita caniormity wvith thc will of the
Almighty. Christ did, not rceive the fulilinciit of I-is
petitian iii tlic g.rdcitof* Gethisement whcîî Hec prayed
tliat tlic cup mighit pass frtb:,. Hiîn ; yct 1-lis prayer was
successful. iii its object of brisiging [lis %vill iiîto subinissioîi
to the will of 1-lis Farthcr, aîid so mcii mnay akfor any
resuit of natural laws, as a wcî or dry day, so long as thcy
pra y, flot thiat God rnay (Io (1teir %ill ta please thcm, but
that lic ina>' SO chanige flieir own stubborn hecarts that
thcy may recogîlize and conform ta the superiority af
God's wvil. Tîxus, altlîough praycr can hîavc no effcî
upon the wcathcr, yct it lias ail cffcct upon our receptizil
of %vha-,tcvcr -tycathcer inny corne, the change causcd by
prayer is froin within flot fram without. Frayer should
bc an expression of filial trust and obecliecc, thus whicri
wc pray " give us this day aur daily bread," ivc express
aur -rust in God's temporal mercies, ai," aur obedience ta
IMis will in disposing of such mcrcics - no sanc mari thinlis
that any îiumbcr af such prayers vrill affect aur supply of
brcad witl.out sonie plîysit-l efforts iii that dire-ction. Le
us clcarly undcrstand tiien îiîat " Tlîy wiIl ziot nminc "
must pcz-vade ail prayer; "according to His %vilI lie
hearcth us." But al) things wvlîaîsocrer wce niay asl, in thc
nanxc ai Citrist wvill bc grnticd unto us? Ccrtainly
wvhcn we undcrstand that te naine af Chr-ist mcans iliis
charcr. And what is tlîat clîaractcr? " But ta do tire
wilUZ of I-Uni that sent me, "or in otîter words ta bring luis
ice wil li to perfectI harmony ivitlî God's wi1. " Our wills
cari anly corne ilato harmony %r'iî1 Gocls ill by (i) a
radical change in ane af tbeîw Ia niale it as the other, or
(2) a change in bath to incet at a ixcd point. Now tic
second rncthod is impossible, since God cannot change,
and tic sanie -eason ]eaves anly unc way in the first
rneîhod, VIL., aur wHlls must bc changcd ta nicet God's
will. Tien let us pray finît it bc so, and not ask God ta
dcny Hlis charactcr by a change in I-lis awn nature.

1'RAYER AXND TUE WEATHER.

W~c hav'c rccived froni the Rcv. Jolin 1Fletchecr, an able
lter rcfuting, by -arguments deriv'cd iroîî tic ou«-' ation
of -.arious passages from tîhc Bie, lte opinions ac1danced
by an article which appearcd iii aur last number, undcr the
-ibovcheatding; and wc regret that its lcsngtl, prevents our
imsertionofiit inthis issue. Aftcr cxpostulating withus on
its uîîarthodox sentiments, the rcrcrend gentleman pro-
ceds ta show how at various times the Creator bas
dircîly proinised to grant tire rcquests oÇ Ilis %vorkhippers
(as suitablc ta their truc intercsis) and futheir, that in the

matter particularly under discussion le lias made im:î'e-
diate changes of wveather iii answer ta tlîc prayers ai 1-lis
servanîts, a fac rhich is m-nost markced iii the Case of Eh-ijali
on Mt. Carmel. OJur correspondent flmally suins up by
tikiiîg a position dianictrically opposite to that ai the
wvritcr af the article, namecly, tliat God stili aîtswers the
îpra yers ai H-is people as is best for tlieir truc wcelfairc, anid
that thierelore prayer is :not without cifeet aoi the weatlicr.

The opinions advamîccd by the article, lio%%cvcr, carin
coîîiutcd from a scientific standpoint, as rvcll iran a
religiotis onc. A\nd as it is on Ibis grouird tlrat the wvriter
ai the'article wvith inucli complaceîîcy takes lus stanîd, il
would be as wcll to argue tic questioni on this side.

To the question cari prayer affect the suite ai thec %wc.-
ther, thc wriitcr says: " To this question, cansidcred froin
a, scientifie standpoiîît, there cari be but anc answcr. N o."
le further dlaims that iii cases ivhcrc pra yer for change

of %veather lias becii followecd y the desireci resuit, that
it simply amauints ta this, " that somewvlicre or allier iii the
cliaim ai causatialu on wlîich weatlhcr changes. dcend,
tiiere is a place iwhcrc tic haws ai nature do not cpiente in
a definite way, but nright act in anc or another ai several
différent Ivay)s." Prom tlîis lie argues tlîat bad wcatlîcr
would flot nccessarily continue, even if its removah rvcre
flot prayed for. Let us coîisidcr thierciare tlîc cliaracter
ai thl awvs and farces of nature.

Ini the above statement that there is a point iii tlicir
action itherc the laiws of nature do not operate iii a
definite way, but may choosc anc ai severil waiy., the
%vritcr is clearly unscientific ; for science holds tlîat iii
;dl tlîeir relations ta eachi atlicr tIre larvs ai nature are
perfect, Is thcre a lawv pcriect, which at some point in ils
working leaves anything ta chance? No. Thcrc mrust
be some occuit reasomi, some hiddcn farce wliich wvoulti
causc il ta choose anc course of action in prefere-ncc ta
anoilier.

Iii iture îîotliing stansds alonc, and ahi ils ixfinite variety
ai farces Juave a tendency ta balance each othecr. 1Ea-ch
force, if leit ta itself, waould cause the destruction ai the
univcrsc; wcre it îlot for the farce ai gravitation, tlie
centrifugail force would fling the planets into space ; wcrc
it flot for tliesc ccmtrifupa1 forces, thue forcc of gravitation
wvould dashi tlieni agailist the sun. The orbits, thereiare,
ai tlue pIlanets, with all tlîat dcpcndis an ticen, ar-dcter-
mincd by the perfect balance af the acting forces. Again,
the revolution ai the seasomîs dcpends on a multitude af
atlier lawvs-!axv, et 'ighît, lîcat, fhîids, solids, gases, &c,

H.ach of tiieselaw is invariable ini itsehf but %vould
cause confusion if -illoivcd ta operate alone, uilbalanccd
by othcrs. Tlîutswe sc tlîtevcîy phcnomcnon oh".,-,,
even the smallest, is tlie resutîl ai tic hîarmnony ai tliese
rnyriads aofas If anc oi tiies latws ivere lltcrcd iii its
relation to thîe rest, tic %wholc %world %waulI tic altci-cd
%vith it.

It is tlicercr presuniptian and folly ta suppose thuat
aur praycrs cati chiange or cause tlîc violation of ficise


