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152 ' UNCLE TON'S CABIN.

«No. I am going to be sold to somebedy. I don’t know
who.” : :

* « My papa can buy you,” said Eva, quickly ;  and if he buys
you, you wrll have good times. I mean to ask him to, this very
day 2

<« Thank you, my little lady,” said Tom.

The boat here stopped at a small landing 'to take in wood, and
Elva and her father were standing together by the railings to see
the boat start from the landing-place ; the whee! had made two or
three revolutions in the warer, when, by some sudden movement,
the little one suddenly lost her balance, and fel] sheer over the
side of the boat into the water,

Tom was standing Just under her on the lower dech as she
fell. He saw her strike the water, and sink, anid was after her
in a moment. A broad.chested, strong-armed fellow, it was
nothing for him to keep afloat in the water, till, in 2’ moment ¢.
two, the child rose to the surface, and he cziugﬂt her in his arms,
and'saved her. :

< Papa, do buy him ! it’s no matter what you pay,” whispered
Eva, softly, getting up on a package, aad putting her arm around
her father’s neck. ¢ You have money enough, Tkoow. I want
him.” )

« What for, pussy ? Aféiyon going to.use him for a rmle-bosr,
or a rocking-horse, or what 2

« T want to make him happy.” .

« An original reason, certainly.” A SN .

A gay laugh from the court rang through the silken curlains of
the verandah. St.'Clare stepped out, and lifting up the' curtain,
laughed too.

There sat Tom, on a htde mossy seat in the court,.every one
of his button-holes stuck full ‘of cape jessamines,and Eva, gayly

‘laughing, was hanging a wreath of roses around his neck ; and

then she sat down on his knee, like a chip.sparrow, still lavghing.
O, Tom, you look so.funny ! |

Tom had a sober, benevolent smile, and seemed in his quiet
way, to be enjoying the fun quite as mucb as his little mistress.
He liftedéhis eyes, when he saw his master, with a half-deprecat-
ing, apologetic air. "

« How can you let her?” said Miss C chelia, a maiden aunt
from somg free-soil State. .




