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PLEASANT HOURS.

)

The Quiet, Hoping Heart.
WHATE'ER my God ordains is right, ~
His will is ever just;
Howe’er he orders now my cause
I will be still and trust,
He is my God
Though dark my road,
He holds me that I shall not fall,
Wherefore to him I leave it all.

Whate’er my God ordains is right,
He never will deceive ;
He leads me by the proper path,
And 80 to him [ cleave,
And take content
What he hath sems ;
His hand can turn my griefs away,
And patiently I wait his day.

Whate’er my God ordains is right,
He talteth thought for me;
The cup that my physician gives
No poisoned draught can be,
But medicine due ;
For God is true,
And on that changeless truth I build,
And all my heart witn hope is filled.

Whate’er my God ordains is right,
Though I the cup must drink,
That bitter seems to my faint heart,
I will not fear nor shrink ;
Tears pass away
With dawn of day,
Sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart,
And pain and sorrow all depart.

Whate’er my God ordains is right.
My light, my life is he,
Who cannot will me ought but good,
I trust him utterly ;
For well I know
In joy or woe,
We once shall see as sunlight clear
How faithful was our guardian here.

Whate’er my God ordains is right.
Here will I take my stand ;
Through sorrow, need, or death make earth
For me a desert land.+
My Father’s care .
Is round me there,
He holds me that I shall not fall,
And sc to him I leave it all. .

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK,
A.D. 30} LESSON IIIL (April 21.
THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS,
Mark 12. 28-34.

'GOLDEN TEXT.

Love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom.
13. 10.

Memory verses 30, 31.

OUTLINE.

1. The Law, v. 28-31.
2. The Scribe, v, 32-34.

TimE.—30 A, D.

Praok.—Jerusalem.

EXPLANATIONS.—One of the scribes—
Originally transcribers of the law, they
afterward became expositors of the law and
its traditions. Their teachings were not
original evolutions of the truth, but simply
repetitions of past traditions. The jirst
commandment. —~This means the most im-
portant of the commandments. Soui, mind,
strength—That is, with all the powers with
which God has endowed man. 7Thy neigh-
bour— Any one with whom life brings a
person into relations. 7'ke kingdom of God
—Here means, thou art not far from a cor-
regt understa.ndiu% of the great principles of
righteousness and from participation in
their benefits. Durst—Dared.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where is there in this lesson which shows—
1. What true religion is?
2. What true religion requires ?
3. What true religion produces?

THE LzssoNy CATEcCHISM.

1. Who next came to Jesus? A scribe
questioning him. 2. About what ‘did he

question Jesus? About the greatest com-
mandment. 3. What did Jesus tell him
was the first commandment? To love God
supremely. 4. ln what relation to this did
Jesus place love to man?® As like unto it.
5. How was this same truth afterward
taught by Paul? ‘‘Love is the fulfilling,”
etc.
DoctrINAL SUGeESTION.—Love.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

18, How does the Lord teach us by his
Spirit ?

All the Scriptures were written under the
Holy Spirit’s inspiration: and he who in-
spired them will show their meaning to such
a8 humbly ask him.

.

A.D. 30] LESSON IV. [April 28
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE FORETOLD.

Mark 13. 1-13. Memory verses, 1, 2.

GoLpeN TEXT.

But I say unto you, That in this place is
one greater than the temple. Matt. 12. 6.

OUTLIRE.

1. Propheey, v. 1, 2.
2. Warning, v. 3-8.
3. Advice, v. 9-13.

Tmme.—30 A.D.

Praces.—Jerusalem. Mount of Olives.

EXPLANATIONS, — What manner of stones.
—The immense size was what fastened the
attention of the disciples. Some of them
were twenty-tour feet in length by six in
thickness.  Th.own down —OQr, loosened
down by gradual demolition. Rumors of
wars—OQOr, threats of war ; there were three
such—one by Claudius, one by Caligula, and
one by Nero. Earthquakes Between this
prophecy and the year 70 A.D., there were
earthquakes in Crete, in Rome, in Laodicea,
etc.  Famines—There were four famines
during the reign of Claudius, attended with
great sutfering, and terrible natural cal-
amities. 7'alv no thought beforehand—That
is, be not anxious, or do not give way to
worrying care.

TeACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

What is there in this lesson which teaches —
1. That God’s word is sure of fultilment?
2. That Gor’s service requires courage ?
3. That God’s true servants are sure of

reward ?

Tar LessoN CATECHISM.

1. What prophecy did Jesus make in this
lesson? The destruction of the city. 2.
What questiou did four - disciples ask?
When it should be. 3: What did Jesus say€
must first come? Wars, sorrows, earth-
quakes, famines. 4. How widely did he
say the Gospel must first be published?
Among all nations. 5. What previous utter-
ance of Jesus is proven by these prophecies?
 But 1 say unto you,” etc.

DocrriNaL S8UaaESTION. —The end of the
world.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

19. How did Jesus Christ show that he
was a teacher vent from God ?

By performing signs and wonders such as
could be performed only by the power of
jod. :

ON GUARD.

“SELF-PRESERVATION is the first
law of nature,” and this instinct that
prompts us to be on the watch and to
protect ourselves from our foes is not
only conspicuous aniong human beings,
but prominent also throughout the
lower orders of creation.

In Egypt a traveller noticed a flock
of birds similar to the ibis. All were
feeding but one, which kept watch
and was on the alert to warn of the
approach of danger. When the rest
had had their fill the sentinel took
his turn, another bird occupying his
place and doing guard duty. When
these strange birds went off to warmer
or cooler regions there was always
one of the flock left to keep watch
until their return, In California the
same instinct was observed among a

herd of ostriches. =~ Whenever there
was a group feeding there was always
one or more on guard, and no bribe of
any sort could induce them to leave
their post.

David says, “I watch, and amn as a
sparrow alone upon the house-top:”
and even so small a bird teaches us to
be vigilant and self-sacrificing.

The Rev. J. G. Wood, in his Homes
Without Hands—a most interesting
volume—gives the following account
of the red-billed weaver bird : * Wher-
ever the buffalo exists there the weaver
bird may be seen, flitting about the
animal as unconcernedly as if it were
carved out of wood, perching on its
head and pecking among its hair, set
tling on the massive horns and leaping
at passing flies, while ever and anon it
makes a dash along the back, digs
away at the thick hide, and presently
sits quietly on the buffalo eating some-
thing that it has just secured.

“The huffalo has good reason to en-
courage the presence of its feathered
allies, for not only do they free it from
the troublesome insects, but they are
always vigilant, and serve to detect
danger. Assoon as the bird perceives,
anything that is suspicious it ceases
from feeding and looks anxiously about.
Should its suspicions prove correct the
bird flies in the air with the peculiar
whirring sound that is indicative of
danger, and which is known to the
buffalo as well as to itself. As soon as
the signal is thus given the buffalo
dashes away into the thickest under-
wood, accompanied by its faithful
friends.”

“Eternal vigilance is the price of
safety,” and those who form a habit
of watchfulness and are often on guard,
can detect the danger afar off and save
themselves and their friends frow im-
pending destruction.

" “For each assault prepared
And ready may I be;

Forever standing on my gnard
And looking up to thee.”

. THE POWER OF EXAMPLE.

Ix the fourth century, the Emperor
Constantine had one of
commanded by a General named
Pehmivs. In warching through a
distant part of the empire, this army
on one occasion was nearly starved for
want of food. Approaching a town
inhabited. by Cliristians, the General
sent one of his officers to ask provi-
sions for his army. The Christian
people of that town immediately sup-
plied their wants.

Wondering at their free and noble
charity, the General inquired what
kind of people they were, to be so
generous. He was told that” they
were Christians, and that their rve-
ligion taught them to hurt no one,
but to try to do good to all.

This had such an effect on Pehmius
that he never rested till he became a
Christian. Then he resigned his posi-
tion in the army, and became a
minister in the Church of Christ, and
spent the rest of his days in preaching
peace, instead of making war.

his armies
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THE INDIANS

WHO ARE THEY?
WHENCE CAME THEY?
THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS.

By Rev. John McLean, Ph.D.
12mo, cloth, $1.00,

Wonderful Book;

Twelve Reasons why the Bible is thel
most wonderful book in the world.

By G. T. SEYMOUR.
1zmo, Cloth, Gilt Edges, 5ocei1ts.

“The work is both instructive and in-
teresting.”— Methodsst Times, '

EASTER SERVICES OF SONG|

The Conqueror: a choice, original pro-
gramme for Faster, by Gideon
Marion Froelich. ‘

The Messenger of the Resurrection : a8
Easter exercise, by Hezekiah Butter
worth. .

Our Risen Lord: an Easter service, by
Asa Hull. '

The Mighty Victor, by Gideon and Marios
Froelich.

The Easter Story, by W. F. Sherwin.
6c. Each or 6Oc. per dofen.

Ihe Christian’s Secret

HAPPY LIFE.
. ';I'- =,

NEW EDITION, with twe additional chapters,

With introductions by Rev.“;ohn Pottsy
D.D,, and Rev. J. A. illiams,
D.D., written especially
for this edition.

220 Pages. Large clear print (small 'pic:;s)-‘§

Paper covers, - . 30c. H
PRICES { Cloth boards, - -« BOc. |
Extra cloth, gilt edges, 7bc.

This work, the demand for which has
been so great, has now been brought éut in
a new edition. The whole work has been
reprinted IN LARGER TYPE, and TWO
NEW CHAPTERS have been added.

REV. DR. POTTS says in his introduc-
tion :—*“I now recommend this precious
volume to all who wish to feast at the
King’s table, and travel on the Kiug’s high-
way. The writer deals with sanctitied sags-
city with the daily difficulties of Christian
life. Iknow of few books more helpful in
opening up the new covenant privileges of
believers, and encouraging the most timi
of Christ’s followers to enter into the bl
experience of habitual trust and ¢Perfect
Love,” and ‘The peace of God which passeth
all understanding.’ Let the readers of this
book be many, and let it be recommended
by all who read it to many more,” -

REV. DR. J. A. WILLIAMS says in
his introduction :—“The thorough acquaint-
ance of the writer with-the thoughts and
feelings, the needs and difficulties of ‘those
who are in search of ‘ the happy life,” and
the simple, yet faithful and earnest mauner
in wiiich the yreat and saving truths of the
Scriptures are set forth, will render thie
book, by the Divine blessing, a mesgenger
of comfort, and a ministry of. hesling to
many distressed souls.” LR

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher
78 & 80 King 8t. Bast, Toronto.
C. W. COATES, MontemAL, Que.
8. F. HUESTIS, Hauraz, N.8.
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