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iald bis short legs bcing, un consequenco, ai-
~ost on;ircIy raised fromn te ground, -ivouid
ssurcdly have set Itini fast esieep. As it vwas,
lec could flot properly ho said to hc cither
s!ecp or awaec, lus th itking facui tics romain-
ng .n titat cloudy state wbtcit is the twiltg,,it
e tîte mind sometitees expcrieneed in the
cavy doze wve endure rather titan enjoy after

too niuch sicep, or wviten discaso or caro pro-
Ients the epproeeh of sound sleep at ail.
jGreat was the consternation of tite intended

efgittvcs et seîng so uncxpectcd a dtfficîtity
a the svey. Duntfries' first tbougbt was t0

rop a bag of lus own cotton on lte officions
est Indien; but fearing titat titis might do

aiier nore than stuni bin, lie abeîtdoncd the
deî, and bis next scliemne ivas t0 slide rapidly
fon on Itis sitoulders and gag himi; but a
.glit ery, lie rctetnbered, would brinig up the
,ustom-housepatrol from litequay. Thue n,
qt tue ineantime, was steaiing awey, and Jen-
ie stood wcepinî and wvringing lier hands ho-
.Îde uim. At length lus determination wvas
akien. Holding sîrongly by tue rope wltcro
t -,as fastened t0 lte wtindiass, that no dintinu-
ion of secnrity rnight ho feit beloîv, hoe causcd
etinie t0 undo the fastening, 'and rermove the
ind aitogetîxer from the roiler, thns making the
loek or large pnlley at the ettd of te projeet-
eg beant, tle only supporter. Thetu fastening

a itiel pic o f wvook to tue liberated end of
the rope, on the plan adoptcd by his cnemy
bciow, ho fixed hirntseW rcsolutely estrîde on
this apparerttiy prccarious seat, wvîich would.
have been really dangerous t0 oneO less az-eus-
toi,-ted to sucit scats, and by dint of persuasion,
tssisted in no stali dcgree by main strengîli,
.zcated Jennie on his kitees, and eonîntenccd
their doscent.

As one end of the rope dcsccnded, tle othor
aif cotisequence ros-, but the tvhoie wves man-
agcd su quietly, and Duntfries eontinued to
hoid so firmly by tiiend t0 tvhicit Sitolidreke
Yas appcnded, allowing il softly and gradîtally
io sltde thîrougli Ilis liands, 'bat tue 'West In-
dien was far up in the air, hefore, iii tia cou-
fuscd state of iîs intellect, hoe becameconscions
that lie lied taken lus departure fron the
tertit.

Wlten hoe at length, liovicver, percivcd bis
actual situation, rising into the air, heaven oniy
hnew liow or v,'iereforc, tue borror of the
Uiserable mri vzas indescrihaale, aid thehlU
ion' groan whieb et first issued as if fron the
pit ofitis stomech, and thon tising gredually,
Lkeepiiîtg pece %viîlî his escen-, into a desperate
shout, expressive, at the seine instant of aston-

ishment, dismay, cxpostuiation, and futious
resentment, %vas so ioud and weefui, that al
idea of the indicrous, which snich an exhibition
,was otherwise wvell caicuiated to inspire> muaI
have bcen forgotten during its continuaace.

Even Dunifries himseif Nvas in sine mran-
ncr astoundcd by the dismal nose ; and a
"Lord preserve us!" tvas devoutly ningied
witit the execration in the name of un apposite
power, wvhich bis féar of its raising the house
premetureiy against bini eiicited. There Nvas
no time ta loso, however; and ho made the
rope spin through his fingers so rapidly, that
in an instant tîte two parties metnîid-way, and
the eyes of the upward bound, who stili held
on like grint death, glared on those of his
enemy witbi a look of rage, so cioseiy mingled
wvith deprecation, that Dumfries, aiarniedas ho
wvas, could hardiy forbear froînt aughing out-
right.

After iosingy hold of the ascending rope, their
descent, froin the great superiority of wveight
on their side, ivas incessantly rapid ; but Dunt-
frics broke the shioek wvith bis feet, and in a
moment they stood in safeoty on the «round.-
The first stop) of the adventurous cavalier wves
to fasten the end of the rope to the iron raiIiig,
sO that Sneiidrake inigblt romain snspended in
the air 'tili reicved by bis friends, ivhorn his
terrible cries tvould no doub4 speediiy hring ta
bis assistance; and whicit tvould serve also
the purpose of engaging their attention 'tilt the
loyers shouid get clear off; for it wvas not
reasonabie t0 suppose that Snieildrake wvould
enter int the cause of his elevation before lie
bad safely deseended. Tbey thon ieft bimta1
his fate, and wveii it wvas for thein that no fur-
ther delay oceurred, for they wverc no sooner
out of sight, than flot only the baillie and his
famiiy, but every sout in tho strc:, who was
not deaf or bedr-idden, crowded 10 the spot.

The first emotions excitcd in the specttors.
wverc hic!ror and commriscratton; for il sccnted
ta them- that some tinfortunate tman wns really
susrpcndcd in the usuel fashion, videîiet, by
the neck, on a gallotvs as bigh as that of lia-
man; but specdiiy the truth appeared. When
in a fow mintiles a iightcd cenrile wvas lield
froin the warehouse, exbibiting, withits yellow
iight, struggiing amidst the feint t,'onbcaxns,
the rueful couetenance of the Wiest Indian
pceping through the liandkcerchief.which cover-
ed tes hat, antd vvas tied uiater his chin tn the
style of an oid weasherwomnan, a shout rose
fromthae crowd titat might have awakcned the
iniiehitents at the most distant part of the

i town. As for the baiie, bie felt by. far too


