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one. It only reinainis to be seen whether the mnembers of
the Library Board can work togyether hiarmnoniousy Cnug

to cfarry it to the success it should beconme. Their squabbles
-so far augulr alnyting( but well, and it is to be hoped they
înay hienceforth sink their diflýrencesý. in the commnon benefit.
The buiilding, is admnirable for the purpose, aind the gentleman
at the he«ad-x-,-Aldernman J{aUlam-is an eiiero'etic worker.
The opening -will be given more eclat by the urban semni-cen-
tennial to-miorrow, and the auispicious event wvil1 be suitably
ushered in 'with the salvos of guns.

luyour next issue I cn perhaps tell you more of the
-occasion.

Yours faithfully,

PliOFESSOR IIAEU,(KEL IN OEYLON.

N EXT to the Singhalese and Malabmars the, Indo-Arabians or
I1 mnormlen, fori, accordingc to number and influence, the

most importcant part of the native population of Ceylon. They
number perhaps 1.50,000, or one-tenthi the numuber of Singhal-
ese. They are descended £rom those Arabs who, more than
2,000 years ago, graincd a firmi footliold in Cylon, as welI as
in other parts of southern and southi-casterni Asia, and who,
between the eighth atid tenth centiiries (until the arrivai of
tbe Portuguese) conducted the principal commercial interests

of the islanid. The entire retail as weIl as a great part of the
wholesale trade of Ceylon is stifl in thie baiids of these active
and. entcrprising sons of the desert, whio, by thecir speculative
wl s(loi ecaft. and l)re-eminenIt ski] i for money-makziing, h ere
phrv -a similar role to that of the Jews ini Europe. In uiany
other respects they arc likze Llieir remiote kinsumen ini Europe,
.wlio have no0 representatives in Ceylon.

.Thle langunage spoizen and written by the umoormen is a
mixture of~ Arabian and Tamil. They arce chiefly Mohiain-
miedans and Sunnites. Their commplexion i.s a brownisl-y.1 Iow,
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