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WEDNESDAV MORNING, JAN 25, 1837.

Dreaorur Firg At Sv. Jaux, N. B.—From let-
tors reccived in town, and from the Fredencton Gaz.
otte of tha 18th instant, with which we have been
politely favored, we have made somo hasty extracts,
giving an account of a most dsstressing fire which oc-
curred at St. John, N. B., on the mght betwecn Sa-
turday the t41h and Sunday the 15th instant. Such
a cslamity 1s at all tunes disastrous, but in the depta
of & North American winter, it is doubly so. Tho
night of the firo was the coldest we have had this
winter, Fahrenheit’s thormometer Loing 102 below
vero. Wa regret to say that our late townsmen, Mr
J. Malcalm, Mr W. 3. Corbet, and Messra Roberison
& UHatton, are all amoug the sufforers. The twa for-
mer, howov.r, succecded in saving a good desl of
their property. All tha printing officos were reduced
to ashes, except onc, and that one it appoars was
not in a condition to lell the taleof woe. Werecewved

@ papors by last Saturdszy’s mail, from the Uuited
States, Canada, or St. John, from which we are led
to infer, that tho post office must also have beon burned
down. We will be able to give further details next
weck.

{n tho mean time, as same hundreds of families are
rondered houseless, and destitute of all the necessa
ries of hife, the inkabitants of this placs, who have
been s0 long saved from such a calannty, should lose
no umae in giving soms substantial proof of their sym.
pathy for the aufferers. For this purpose, we would
recommend that a MgsTiNG be held at 7 o’clock, on
Thursdsy evening, at the Roya! Oak, 1o take thei
case into consideration.

[Extracts from Private Letters ]
Nino o’clack, Manday motning, 16th January.

Awful has been the ixet 36 hours, but the treman-
dous conflagration with which we have been visited,
isnow nearly at an end. [ have just time to give you
aa account of our disaster. The Lre cummenced m
thae store of Robertson & Hatton; thoy have lost every
thing, books, papers, and all,~—and no insurance, The
fire spread with tearful rapidity. All waterst. is gone
on the wast side, fiom Meritt’s warehouse to Tisdale’s
corner, and thence do'va the south wharfto Kinnear’s,
18 2 heap of ruins yet blazing. On the east smide of
water street, from Disbrow’s, back buildings included,
inrerr of the Bank of N B, to Chadwick's corner atl
is gone; thence up the south side of the square, to
By Grade’s corner, excepting Pater’s Brick building,
winchs unhurt. From McGrade’s corner, down the
west sde of Prince Wiliam street, to Johnsion's
starrs, all 18 gone, excepting Sand's buddings, and
Walker's stone store. On the east side of Prince Wil-
liam street, Donnelley’s corner, and all from that to
Nicol's store, inclusive, 15 burned, except Mr Boyd’s
snd the City Bank. The south wall of Disbrow’s brick
burlding, occupied by Miwss Fariey, being fire proof,
saved King strsst and the rost of the City, The wind
was N N.West, protty fresh, and sparks and brands
flew frightfolly.  No vessels were burned, bot many
had their maste and rigging on fire, snd were obliged
to cutall away. Thesteainer Gazelle was got under
way and dragged the vessols out of the slips as (ast as
they floated. for 1t was near low water. The deatruc.
tion of property is awful; the amount 19 roughly esti-
mated at £400, 000, but as yet allis conjecture.*

Another Letter,dated St. John, 15:h Janvary, says,
—The fire raged with incessent fury untij 8 this morn.
ing, having consumed about 80 buildings, and property
ta an amount, of which, as yat, we cas form no cal-
culation. You well be able to form some idea of the
extent of the losses, xnd suffering, when 1 tell you,
that not a single house 13 atanding between Mrs Boyd's
and Miss Farley's, in Prince William street, and that
from the Baok of New Brunswick, avery thing on the
wast side of the strect is swept down, to tho Market
square,—of which square, the routh side has anly re-
maining, the Atterney General’s Brick building ;—that
from Desbrow's wharf, narthwardly, both sides of
Water street have been burnt to ashes, snd on the
south market wharf, not a single store remains, All
Ward street is swept off; and Peters® wharf,and John-
stan & Nicole’ wharves have net a building preserved.

The Bank of New Brunswick nobly withstood the
flames, and saved Mrs Boyd’s, and consequentiy the
whole of the lower part of Getmaia street. Thg Ciy
Bank is presecved, L know not how. Mr Black’s house
is a heap of ashes. Standing at the Commissasiat

door, you may survey the whole ecena of devastation,
which presents to the eye only Pater’s brick storo re-
mawning, aad proving us fice proof capsbilitios.  ix-
cepring this store, the two Banks, and Miss Farley's
storc, the stone and brick buildings seemed to burn as
rapidly as the woaden ones, Tho scene of harror on
the south Market wharfand in Ward street, 1s beyond
description; valdble goods to an immense amount,
either burned or thrown over the wharves; —~thousands
and thousands of cashs, puncheons, aud barrels of all
kinds, pited up on the ship—ths stieets choaked up
with fu.mture snd merchandise of all daccriptions,—
men, women, and clildren walking about half crazed;
—tll tend to rendar our city lamentable indead.

Tilton had £15,000 wonh of goods in stare, more
than half of which wil be utterly lost to him. The
Kinnoars, Stieet & Ranney, sod John Walker, must be
amnong the heaviest losers. The N. B Insurance Of.
fice i3 heavilyin for it of course,—the Central, it is
said, some 5 or £6000; the West of Scotland £20,000!
and all the American Companies something. Poor
Hatfield whally uninsured;—Mr Black is said to be
msured. Tho printing offices, oxcepting Chubb's, are
all gone; Chiubb had his press removed, and cannot
gat started sgam soon. Goorge Raobineon, and the
Woodwards all absent, and their property destraved.
This brief statement, you may rely upon as accurate,
and ] hope it w!! relieve yau from some of the doubts
always attending reports of such matters,

ft1s reportod that four men have beon barned to
death, and a lady (Mrs W. Reynolds), is said 10 have
died of terror.

Remanrxs o THE Grorogy AxD MiNkRALOGY
or Nova-Scotia;pp 272 8vo; b A. Gesner, Esq.,
Surgeon. Hahfax: Gossip & Coroa.

We notice tho appearance of this work with no or.
dinary pleasure;it ia at once an acquisition to Nova
Scous, and t0 geologists in &1l parts of the wos!d, as
every work must be which adds a now country to the
number of those which have been geologically inves
ugated. It has long been a subject of speculative ob-
servation that Nova Scotin 1s rich :n Mineral wealth,
but Mr Gesner hasunfolded the volume of Naturs
and presented to his eaders substantial realities. Tha
familianty and technical xccuracy with which he ar-
ranges and ireats of the various branches of his sab-
ject, display a degree of knowledge aud research
which we were not prepared 10 expect. Ia case how-
ever, the reader of this volume should form too high
expeciations, and suppose that our author has given
all that is nscessary tobe known of the geology of
Nova Scotia, we would remind him, that the present
work may be viewed only as an introduction ; it gives
the genoral outlines of the different formations of the
Province, leaving the filling up to be perf~rmed by
future Geologits, as the progress of improvement and
scienttfic ressarch shall develope them.

There is one circumstance to be rogrotied; but for
which we would attach no blame to the Doctor,
namely that this volume like all other works on the
Natural History of the Farth, is rendered aimnst un-
intelligable to the great mass of Englsh readers, by
adbening to the artiquated system of & Latimized no-
wenclature. Will so master spinit come boldly for-
ward, and free the English Language from this re-
proach, a reproach to which it has jong been snbjected
by the whole corps of Lawyers, Phgsicians, Botaaists,
Zoologists, Mineralogists, &c., who after the maoner
of the flindoos, wrap up in impenctrable obscurity
from the vulgar eye, all the technicalities of their
various professions, and all that is valuable in the
Arts and Sciences ; by such conduct they insinuate
that the English language is %0 poor that it is inca-
pable of disseminating Scientific Knowledge; this we
maintain is so far from being the ease, that in this
respect 1t has left all ns predocessors n the back-
ground.

Making allowance for this drawback, the Doctor
has produced a very escellent, cheap, and, to mauy,
an entertaining hook : he deserves, and we trust will
meet with the patronage of a grateful and intelligent
Pubhe.

We would drop & hint ta the Doctor that his work
would sell in thouvands in Great Britiain sod the

United Statee, and wa think that he should lose no
time in secuning gud dispoaing of hus copy-right there,

where we cannot hielp thinking hie greatest hapve
lies. Wa detain the reader no longer, but hasion ¢
lay before him an extract from the wark,

{t 18 necessary in pmsuiug an enquiry into the Fo
mations of Nova Scotia, to divide the Province nt
four distinct Geologicst Dstricis, The hines whic
separata each division, extend from south wea ¢
north east neatly, sud run 1 a longitudinal directiy
with the grestest diamatar of the counity. if & kin
be drawn from the Gut of Caneo to Yarmouth, length
wigs tho Province, crossing tho Counties of 5)dney,
Hahfax, Junenburg, Quoen’s and Shelburne, W wy
cover and run in the direction of the Primary and ug
stratified rocks of Nova Scotis —tence all the south|
wile of the Province will be called the Primary Du.
trist, for inat the Prinaary rocks are most abund.at,
On the noith west side of the Primary District, and
extondiag 1s whole length from Antigoniehe to C-pe
St. Mary, there 15 an nnmense tract of country oc.
cupivd by clay slate (argithte.) Honce the Middle
Division of the Province will be called the Clay Siate
Distrest.  Again,if s line be drawn from Annapolis to
Menigomisho, and & curve made in the direction of
Windsur River, all the reinaining part of the Province
will bs called the Red Sandstone District, mcluding
the Coal Fields, through which the Cobequid chawn
passes. Lastly, the whole of the North Mountains,
extending from Brier laland to Cape Blomidon,~the
Five [slands, the Two l[slands, Isle Hant, and all the
Capes o the nonh mdeofthe Bay of Fuudy, will
be called 1the Trap District, the rocks of which reat
apon the Red Sandstone.

[t must not be suppossed bowever, that esch clasy
of tocks alrsady named, appear always upon the lines
that mark those nutural divisions. Such is not the
fact, for they are variously indonted by each other,
irregularities and devistons from eight hines accur
probably 1n sume places to n considerable distance ;
notwithstauding in wach of the divisions *hus made,
the Rocks frem which each District is named cre
sbundantly predominant, and occupy a large extent
of country., Many sdvantages will ariss from heeping
this very general Geologlcar description in view, for
from x knowledge ot these frcis distinet data are of-
fored the Geologist, that will save bim sauch labor in
foltowing up the difforent associations existing among
the secondary struta, snd guide the mmer while he 19
seeking far ures. For it would be §a vain to sesrch
for coal on the South side of Novs Scotie, where gra-
nito prevails, as for granite among the sandstones of
Cumtderland, or grindstones among the trap rocks of
8lomiden. It 13 interesung to observe that the dif-
ferent Formations in Nova Scotia, correspond with
those of the United States. In both countries they
extend fsom north eaut to south west,! nearly parsllel
1o the Atlantic coast, having the transition and secon-
dury rocks placed to tue northward and westward of
the primary formationt. The same laws which have
operated among the racks of other countnes, have
their effects fullv  ghibited 1n this Province. And
there are few Colnnies —perhaps none of the sane
extent, where so great a voriety in the scale of super.
position, und so tich a field, is exposed to the natursl
ghilosopher, or to thoss who only seck the pecuniacy
profit of mining,—as the Province of Nova Scoua.
A soctiou of the strata extonding from Halifax scross
the provigcs to Cumberlard Basm, would exposo &
greater variety of rocks and minerals, placed in fog~
ular order, than has yet been discovered in any
country of a similar magnitude.”

Next week we shall preszat onr readers with the
Doctor’s romacks upon tke goologieal formations of
this section of the Province.

LiTeRARY AND SciznTivic SociETy.— Last
Wednesday evening Mr James Primrose read an inter-
esting Paper on *¢ The Economy of Time,” which
gaverise to a protracted and amusing debate.

At a recent moeting, the Rev. James Smith, of
Stewiacke, and the Rev. Thomas Trotter of Antigo-
nish, wera alected Honorary Mambers of the Institute.

This evening, Mr John Campbell will deéliver ' A
dissertation on Grecian and Roman Literature.’”” Next
evening Mr H. Blanchard lectures on ** Optics.”

New PusLicaTions.—We acknowledge the
receipt of No 2 of the ** Christian Measenge:,”” nnd
alsoof the ¢ Acadian Telegraph.”® They are both
respectably got up; the selections they contsin are
good, and their mechanical execution will bear com-
parison with most of the periodicals of the day. The
former asa medivm of communicatiog Religious and
Missionary lutelligence among the numerous Disent.
ing population of these provinces was muek wautads



