
552 Abstinence lor the

woul( enicourage idolatry. Others believad
thît it cas tucre flash, sud înight lia freelY
purchuad. Paul agrees with the second

view.lAnking nu question for conscience sokc;

giving une's conscienîce nu trouble about the

tîstier. Thr carth ie Wt Lardas, and the

fîsiness thecof. Sac Pc. 24 : . This text

wis the usutai .cwisb ,gr:ice liefore nueat."

Su lonîg as the Christian acktîowledges God
as the greftt Giver ut ail things, ha may

wit bout sini est wbat ha pleafes.
Vs. 27, 28. If any. .thal beliere not bid

?jou 10 a feasl; iu a privete bouse. Note tbat

paîti assumes the social intercotirse of Chris-
tiant witb beathen. jesus becaîia tbe Friand

of puhlicane sud sinuars§, tu lift tbam up
fruru thair lavel to Hia owu, wbile Ha cou-

dcmnad the aluofneas of the 1'barieaes.
Whalsoeicr is set belora YOeo, eat, Iu a non-

Christian homa cacrificial food was likaly to

ha used, sud bere the Christian% cunduct

w.uld ha narrowly watched. .4sking no

question for conscience coke; that is,*tha con-
science of anol ber, for ha would not ha enting
the meatt as a saîcrifice to an idul, and au nu

une would be led aslray by hic example.
Il an/ tan say, etc. "The referanca is tu

a Christian felow-guëst at a feast in ai heathen

hume." (Meyer.) Ha datacte by comae mark

that the mteat bas beau offerad in sacrifice,
and thinks it wrong tharefura to partake of il.
lie wbîspars bis diarovery to othars. Thera
are two ays ut acting towsrds this mari.

Oua is to go on aating the sacrificiel mosat;

this would encouraga hilm to disobey hic

conscience. Tbe othar is tu abstain; this

would help hlmn to refrain from duing whst

ha thougbt wrung. Whieh way is right ?
Paul sys, Eat nul for his cake; lest ha should

ha tampted to do what his conscience furbids.
Va. 29, :10. Conscience, .-nt thine oen-

the uther'c (Rav. Ver.). Two lassons are lu

ha laarned. "The tirst is the sacradriese or

auprernacy uf conscience; the second lewn

is that wa muet aver use our Christian libarty

witb Christian consideration for others."

(Expositors Bible.) Paul bas laid down the

rule that the Christian sbould show deferenca
to the conscience ut othars. In vs. 29b, 30,
ha jumtifies Ibis rula, saying lu affect, "Wbat
te ou ha gained by My no tîsing my liberty

that the conscience ut a fellow-ChriStian will

condemn me; aud, why mhould 1, Who give
thanks to Go<i for îuy food, so act as to Iesd

others to speak avil of nie, suppuing that

I arn giving honor to an idol ? Shall MY

thanksgiving lead to blaâphemY ('evil apuken
of') on their part ? "
III. A Noble Practice, 31-83.

The apoatie now pointe ont the two greet
principle.s whieh should guide and control

the Christ ian'e colduct: (1) A4Il to the gfo-Y o1

God. se Shorter Catechiem, Ques. 1.
NVe are to ask oureelvea, for example, whether

eating meat offerad to idole, or in our own

day, using strong drink, will belp us-to bring

honor to Goed. (2) Gire no accoasti 01tum-
bling (11ev. Ver.). We shOuld ask, le our
examuple a sle ope for the weak and tempted
to folluw ? To the Jews (etili unconverted
to Christ). .Geaiiles (heathen) ..church cf God
(Christian balievere). Theise thraa classes
madu up Paul's world of maen. Even as 1.

B.ck of Paul's tesebirig wff hie persoical
exemple, adding power to hie words. Seek-
ing. .1he profit of many. Paul, like hi@

Master and ours (MatI. 20 : 28), was weli
content tu ha a "servant unto ail," ch. 10 : 19.

Thot they may be satvd. With Paul, sving
men was a passion, Romn. ) : 1-3; 10 :1. If
it je su witb us, saîf-deniei for others will be

easy.

I.ght frwn the Eut
SNiAMSLEs-NOW signifies only a eughter

houne; but it formarlY meant a hancb or stail

on which goode and espeiaiiY meats were
exposed for sale, and than it rama to mao

the flash market. It in hera usad to rander

the proviion masrket of tha Greaks and

Romans, the open square, frequantad by

cooke, fisermen, poultacers, and mari of

similar occupations, for the display and saie

of their various wares. In amali places the

forum was usad for this purposa, but as a city
grew and bettar buildings bagan to surround

the market square, provisions wera baniad
froco it to sOrne more ramnota district, and

the forum was reserved for public gatharingz
for municipal and polies

1
a business, snd for

the administration ot jutËice. Even then
bankae and usurars and the More genteel
professions had their places of business round
the forum.
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