
Samuel, whcn, convinced that it wa-; the will 1(2) lus sons were flot worthy to 611 his piace.
ni God, he set himself to do what no other tThcy took bribes and did not wvaik in the ways
man could do: to forsake aIl his past, to tiban. of their father. (3) Their nation was breaking
don ail the lines of action on wbich ho had up. Sectional interests were considered moré
%vorked through the best years of his lufe, and important than national. Intertribai war migbt
to put into other men's bands fresh possibiiities. break out if the strong influence of Samuel
I cal1 that conduct magnificent." (Elmsiie). were rem3)ved by death. (4) Their enemnies
Since the people would flot have the best, God i veîe mustering in force. The Ammonites and
allowed thcm to have the next best, and made!i Philistines--one on the east and the other on
the mnost possible for them out of that choice. the west-were preparing to attack, tbem.
So God is doing continuait), %ith bis chîldren. These were not undisciplined hordes of desert
Tney so often refuise their highest privileges, wvanderers, but powerful, organized moinarch-
and take the second best, or the t I rd best, ies, their armies equipped wvith the most "Imod-
instead of the bcst. Ani thon ail that God ern "style of weapons. (5) AIl otber nations
can do for themi is to enable theni to niake the had kings. To the oriental a nation wiîbout
vcry most out of wbat tbey choose. (Peloubet). a royal head is scarcely a nation at ail. The
Unto the Lord-lt was a solemn religious sovereign seetred to them a centre of unity
gathering. Possibiy the I-Iigb I>riest wns there and strength. (6) It is true that God bad
with the Urin andi Thummixn. It was not So always raised up a leader for tbemn when he
mucb, thezpople choosing a king, as God des- wished to deliver thero, but they svere tired ni
ignating te future viceroy to represent Him- that hand-to-mouth system. IL made their
self. The national assembly or IIcongrega- freedomn depend so mucb upon their good be-
tion of Israel " was composed of ail lsraelites, baviour. They wouid like to feel that there
of twenty years oid and upwards (Num. 1: 3), was su.ne one to look to when danger threat-
uho had flot forfeited their privileges, together ened. They had lost sigbt of the moral giory
with foreignrs admnitted upon certain con- of the theocracy. As the " peculiar " people of
ditions. (Kirkpatrick). Te M izpeh-Shouid. Jebovab, bis own amongst the nations of men,
ba spelled IlMizpah." The usuai place of as- they occupied a unique position. What earth-
sembly at this period. .ly monarch so august as the One wbose tbrone

18. And said unto the children of was between the cherubim. llowever natural
lsrael-Samuel first points out in bis address their request may have been, and justifiable on
to the assembled people, that Jebovab bad the grounds of %voridly prudence, it marked a
always done for tbem the ver> thing for wbich moral decline and loss of faitb ini the presence
they desired a king. But their deliverance by 1and power of their God. Now ther ffore
Jehovab had been made dependent upon their present yourselves before the Lord-In
owvn conduct ; tbey were required to repent, order to receive the king wbich be bas cbosen
them of their sins, and purge tbe land froin~ 1or you. The decision was doubtiess made by
idolatry, before victory could he theirs. What lot. This is not regarded in Scripture as
they wanted was national independence freed giving a chance decision, but as a legitimate
froro this condition, and secured by an organi- mode of ascertaining the divine will (Prov. 16:
zation of their mi itary resources. (I. Payne 33). lIs use was accompanied %witb acts of
Smith). . Thus saith the Lord God of. worsbip as if in God's immediate presence.
lsrael, 1 brought up lsrael out of Egypt: By yeur tribes and by your thousands-
and delivered you out of the hand of The natural sub-division of the nation into
the Egy ptians-The pronoun is empbatic. tribes ; of the tribes into families or clans ; of
II I was X vbo brougbt up I.çracl," in contrast the families info houses ; of the bouses into
to «"and ye,» verse i9. (Kirkpatrick). And men (Josb. 7 : 14) ; wvas supplemented b>'
out of the hand of ail the kingdoms that iMoses witb an artificial organization of tbou-

pressed you. (k. V. )-The reference to sands, bundreds, fifties and tens (Ex. 18: 25).
t he kingdoms fromn wbich God bad delivered The tbousand corresponded to tbe famil>', and
Israei is notewortby, because, after the pattern tbe terms appear to beused bereassynonymous.
of these very kingdrns, the Israelites wislied COenPare ch. 23: 23; Judg. 6: 15; Josb. 22-:
to have a king and an outward kingdom. 14. '(Kirkpatrick). Aiso Num. 1: 16; 10: 4.
There is in this a factual irony. (Erdmann). II. A DiVINE CHOICE. 20. And
See the wboie stor>' of the Judges. when Samuel had caused ail the tribes

19. And ye h ave this day rejected of Israel te corne near, the tribe cf Ben-

your God who himself saved you eut, jamin was taken. [lad flot Gud already
of ail your adversities and your tribula-; pointed out Saul to Saniuel ? Why tben did
tiens;Y and ye have said unto him, niay, be flot simp>' present him to the people as the
but set a king over us-Because wvbat you anointed of the Lord ? - The secret meeting
want is a divorce of your national well.being of the seer wvith Saul was not sufficient to
froni religion. (R. P>ayne Smitb). The secuire a complete and satisfactory recognition
following are some of the reasons whicb ma>' of im as king ; it was also necessarv that the
bave induced the people to demand a king : Spirit of Jebovab sbould single bum out public.
(1) Samuel %vas growing oid. Wise and vig- 1>' in a solenin assenibl>' of tbe nation, an.d
orous as his rule bad been, witb advancing point bim out as thse nian of Jehovah."
years there wvas les energy. lie could nu (Ewald). Compare the public recognition of
longer go ont wvith theni to battle as formerly. 1 Christ at bis baptism, and of Paul wben
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