Samuel, when, convinced that it was the will

of God, he set himself to do what no other‘

man could do: to forsake all his past, toaban-
don all the lines of action on which he had
worked through the best years of his life, and
to putinto other men’s hands fresh possibilities.
I zall that conduct magnificent.” (Elmslie).
Since the people would not have the best, God
allowed them to have the next best, and made
the most possible for them out of that choice.
So God is doing continually with his children.
Tney so often refuse their highest Privileges,
and take the second best, or the t¥ird Dest,
instead of the best,  And then all that God
can do for them is to enable them to make the
very most out of what they choose. (Peloubet).
Unto the Lord—It was a solemn religious
gathering. Possibly the High Priest was there
with the Urin and Thummim. It was not so
much the people choosing a king, as God des-
ignating the future viceroy to represent Him-
self. The national assembly or * congrega-
tion of Ismel ” was composed of all Israelites,
of twenty years old and upwards (Num. 1: 3),
who had not forfeited their privileges, together
with foreignf rs admitted upon certain con-
ditions. (Kirkpatrick). To Mizpeh—Should
be spelled ** Mizpah.” The usual place of as-
sembly at this period.

18." And said unto the children of
Israel—Samuel first points out in his address

| (2) His sons were not worthy to fill his piace.
They took bribes and did not walk in the ways
of their father. (3) Their nation was breaking
up. Sectional interests were considered moré
important than national. Intertribal war might
break out if the strong influence of Samuel
i were removed by death. (4) Their enemies
wete mustering in force. The Ammonites and
i Philistines—one on the east and the other on
.the west—were preparing to attack them,
. These were not undisciplined hordes of desert
- wanderers, but powerful, organized monarch-
ies, their armies equipped with the most “mod-
ern” style of weapons, (5) All other nations
had kings. To the oriental a nation without
a royal head is scarcely a nation at all. The
sovereign seemed to them a centre of unity
and strength. (6) It is true that God had
always raised up a leader for them when he
- wished to deliver them, but they were tired of
. that hand-to-mouth system. It made their
: freedom depend so much upon their good be-
s haviour, They would like to feel that there
was su.ne one to look to when danger threat-
ened. They had lost sight of the moral glory
of the theocracy. As the ‘“ peculiar ”* people of
. Jehovah, his own amongst the nations of men,
they occupied a unigue position. What earth-
, ly monarch so august as the One whose throne
was between the cherubim. However natural
their request may have been, and justifiable on

to the assembled people, that Jehovah had the grounds of worldly prudence, it marked a
always done for them the very thing for which wmoral decline and loss of faith in the presence
they desired a king. But their deliverance by , and power of their God. Now ther :fore
Jehovah had been made dependent upon their present yourselves before the Lord—In
own conduct ; they were required to re})ent , order to receive the king which he has chosen
them of their sins, and purge the land from  for you. The decision was doubtless made by
idolatry, before victory could be theirs, What lot. This is not regarded in Scripture as
they wanted was national independence freed giving a chance decision, but as a legitimate
from this condition, and secured by an organi- , mode of ascertaining the divine will (Prov. 16:
2ation of their mi itary resources. (R. Payne: 33). Its use was accompanied with acts of
Smith), . Thus saith the Lord God of . worship as if in God's immediate presence.
Israel, | brought up lsrael out of Egypt . By your tribes and by your thousands—
and delivered you out of the hand of The natural sub-division of the nation into
the Egyptians—The pronoun is emphatic. | tribes ; of the tribes into families or clans ; of
It was { who brought up Isracl,” in contrast | the families in*o houses; of the houses into
to ‘“and ye,” verse19, (Kirkpatrick). And  men (Josh. 7: 14); was supplemented by
out of the hand of all the kingdoms that , Moses with an artificial organization of thou-
oppressed you. (k. V,)—The reference to sands, hundreds, fifties and tens (Ex. 18: 25).
the kingdoms from which God had delivered The thousand corresponded to the family, and
Israel is noteworthy, because, after the pattern the terms appear to beused here assynonymous.
of these very kingdoms, the Israelitcs wished Compare ch. 23: 23; Judg. 6: 15; Josh. 22:
to have a king and an outward kingdom. ' 14. (Kirkpatrick). Also Num. 1: 16; 10: 4.
" There is in this a factual irony. (Erdmann). II. A DiviNe CHoickE. 20. And
See the whole story of the Judges. . when Samuel had caused all the tribes

19. And ye have this day rejected of Israel to come near, the tribe of Ben-
your God who himself saved you out. jamin was taken. Had not God already
of all your adversities and your tribula- | pointed out Saul to Samuel? Why then did
tions; and ye have said unto him, nay, he not simply present him to the people as the
but set a king over us—Because what you ; anvinted of the Lord? ** The secret meeling
want is a_divorce of your national well-being | of the seer with Saul was not sufficient to
from religion. (R.” Payne Smith). The |secure a complete and satisfactory recognition
following are some of the reasons which may | of him as king ; it was also necessary that the
have induced the people to demand a king : | Spirit of Jehovah should single him out public-
(1) Samuel was growing old. Wise and vig- | ly in a solemn assembly of the nation, anrd
orous as his rule had been, with advancing | point him out as the man of Jehovah.”
years there was less energy. He could no [(Ewald). Compare the public recognition of
longer go out with them to battle as formerly. | Christ at his baptism, and of Paul when
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