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(Feh 2 1.] The Second Temple. (Ezra 1 :1-4;
(3 :8-13/

Do not fii, iin prcparing or teaching this lesson, te
grasp the connection betwveei it and Jer 25:' 12-14 ; 29:
10-14, because this lesson showvs the \Vord ot God fui-
fllled after a period of seventy years. In the first twenty
years we have notices cf Daniel and Iiis three comipanions.
and their fidelity ; of the ifty ive knowv îotbing, but the
fact cf a great change in the spirit of the people ; froin
being infatuiated 'vorshippers cf Baal, they have become
contrite captive-s by the river cf Babylon, eager te return
te their own ]and, and re build their ruined Temple.

The lesson lias two parts, each bristling with stirring
lessons.

I. l'HE, EXODUS FROMI BABYLON. 1: 1-4.
The time cf this fulfilment. Flow it 'vas brought about.

The glad proclamation, and w~ho made it. Notice those
wvho ivent and those wvho remained.

IL. THE SECOND TEM-iiLE BUII.T. 3. 8-13.
Notice, i. How the original sacred vessels cf the first

Temple are minutely identified.
2. riow the tribe and family registers have been pre-

served and continued-prominently, that cf Judah.
3. Hcwv the wvork of re-building is begun with the

Altar. chap) 3: 2. From thîs outward, they prcceeded
with the enclosure. Prcgrcss is te be made in the order
cf im port ance-firs t, wvorship is appointed by God in His
Word. Ail is sanctified, by the -'ltar and tl,. biood cf
atonenient. Gal. 6: 14.

1. " The wvork cf God's church -equires tizat somnebody
be stirred up.

2. "The work of God'; church requires self-denial.
3. " Tle dlaim cf God's churcli is the vcry highiest.
4- " Those wvho labour in God's cause need encourage-

ment and nierai support
5. " God's îvork is giadsorne, grateful and joycus."

[Feb. 28] Nehemiahi's Prayer. [Neh. 1:1i-11.]

Tbis lesson brings us back to, jerusalera whither the
LaptiveS have cine. The incidents are nearly a century
later than those cf iast lesson. The early liopes cf new
fcund jcys and rcstored privileges had neot been realized,
and the cause cf Gcd in Israel 'vas very discouraging.
Two nien are raised up in the providence cf Gcd te, help
the cause ferwvard : EZRA, a teacher restorecl it te more
than its anc'ent authority ; NEHE.\1I ýH, a nobleman cf
highi position in the Plersi,-t court, IN SHUSHAN THE
PALACE To these two men the rcnewced prosperity and
censclidated condition cf the Jewish people is due.

T11E CHARACTER AND PURI>OSE 0F NEHENIIAH

Purpose lcads to i nvest igati on-i nvestiga,.t ion deepens
conviction-healthy and religious conviction Ieads to God
and prayer. These are the conditions of true success
Thiese points are wvcrthy of being wvrought into the judg-
nient of aduit scholars.

AN INSTRUCTIVE INOIJEL 1>RAYER.
Adoration and ackno'vledgnent V. 5.
Supplication and confession. vs 6, 7.
Special and direct petitions. v. 8.
The argument used is : These are Thy servants. Re-

member Thy word to Mvoscs. DCut. 28 : 45-52
The prayer wvas persevering. R%'cad chap. 2 : 1 -9.
Flowv much AiiirlING,, CONTROLLING, SUDMISSIVE, DE-

VOUT purpose do we put into our religious life.
lIow God answvered Nelieiiiali'- prayer.

[For OuR MISSION.]

The Fîve Steps of St. Jude's Epîstie.

CAL'.ED- PRESERVED- KEPT.-SANCTI FIED, AND
PRESENTED FAuLESS.-jude vs. 1-24.

"'Ca/led" by the Father to endless life,
Froni the wvorld of sin and earthly strife,

Ca/led to be hieirs of God.
ca/led pilgrins hiere, te a home above,
Throughi a dying Saviour's boundless love,

And all-atoning blooci.

"Prererved in J esus,> ail safe from harm,
Protected by His strong right arm,

Naughit from His love can sever.
«Preserved ini Jesus"'-how truly biest
Are ail w~ho fincI in Himn their rest,

AIl sure and safe for ever.

"KeAt "-the good Shepherd'£ care will keep
Each of His frail and trembling sheep;

His love can neyer die.
Through desert drear or flowery mead,
Their weary, wandering steps He'll lead,

And every need supply.

"Sanctifted"-kept by the Spirit's pcwer-
Preserved fromn sinniing-_held safe each heur-

Abiding in Jesu'selove.
l3eneatli the sbadowv of Calvary's Cross,
The gold is purified fromn drcss,

Made iieet for the world above.

"Prescn/ed fau/fless " before (;od's throne.
Robed in Christ's righiteousness alone,

Ail trials and wai-fare o'er.
"Complete iii Hlmn "--a glorious thronig-

Uxîite to sing the grand, lewv song,
And praise imi evermnore.

l'A IE.
is seen in his prayer. His deep interest in, ind fideiity
to the God cf biis fathers, is worthy of ail imitation. S the I ead Sea drinks in the river Jordan, and

THE EARNESTNESS OF HIS I>tR1'OSE -A is neyer the sweeter, and the ocean ail other
seen i the minute inquirieb about hib people, rs 1 3 rivers, and is neyer the freshier, so ive are apt to reccive
The purpose is put into bis prayer in order to get at the daily niercies froni G cd, and stili rernaiîi insensible to
true remcdy, t s. 4- 11 theni, unthankful for themn.j


