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THORNS.
r 111, ('lîristiail -Wor1d luas long becen guessîng what Panl's

Ir thoril ili tise flesh %vas. 1 have a lsn<k tliat il) tell puges
tries tto show What 1aut's tisons %Vas 1101, ai' i ii anctisor tell
p3ages tries to Show what it isa4'.

Mliy of the theulogrical duetors have feit Pai's Pulse tu
Seo Whlat was the iatter iith Iiiiii. ih1))j tîsat the reason
hoe didJ fot tell lis what it was3 1111y have ;ceu hecalnse hie
diti not ivant uis tii 1îî1' lzi kîs tlîat if lie statcdl ivhat
it was thsc %vould have bcca a great nassy people frons
Corinithbhothering hitn withi prescriptions as to, iow lic usight
cure it.

soute say it wva% diseascd eycs, sonie that it was a hunsipcd
baIck. It urty have heen, nestraigia. l>crbaps it Nvas gout,

lloni bis active habits ani a eparse dict throw doubit on
the sup1poSitit)ii. sifiee it to Say it Nvas a thora-that is, it
stusck hiiui. it was sharp.

It wis probably of not nsnich accouint in tie eyes of tihe
worbi1. lt %vas not a trouble thsat couid be comparcd to a lion
or a boistcrotîs sea. It was 1;1(e a thoriu thiat you înay have
ini youir band or foot and un mue kaiow it. 'I'lîs ive sec that
it hecoînes a type of those littie netticsuitîc worrics of life tlîat
exasperate flie spirit.

Es,'cry mie lias a tisons stiching lîim. 'fise hsossekeepcr finds
iL iii ssfaithifil duiestics ; or an. ininate wsho kceps tbiugs
(lisordlercil or a bsouse ton sinali for convessience or (ou large
to ho kept cloaisiy. 'l'le professiosial niait linds iL ini porpetuial
iîsterrsîptinns or* calîs for " more copy. " ie Sabbath-school
teaicher issds it ini inattentive scisolirs, or neigishonring
teachers that talkz loud andi uake a greaL noise iin giviisg a
littie instrucetion.

One iniu bias a rbe-amatic joint which, -when the ivind
is uinrti!s.ast, lifts the stormi signal. Aîsother a business
partiier w ho talces foul liaf the profit,;, but dues not bsellp
carn thein. These trials arc the more nettososuie, hecause,
likeo l>aul's thorîî, tliey are not to bc mcntioned. Meu get
syînpathy for hrolies boues anti mashced foot, but not civr
the ed of sbspthos-us that; have beon broken off in the
finacrs.

Let uiq start ont with the idea that wo mnust have an-
noyances. It sems to taLc a certain iiumnher of ;'hein to
keep nis hlsnue, wakei, ani prayeri ni. To Piaul the thora
i-as as disciplînry as the slipvreck. If it is isot one tlsing,
it is auotiscr.- If Mhe stuve ducs not sinokie, the hoilcr insst
beak. If the poi is good, the inkl rnst hoe pour. If thse
ûditorial colsînit, ho ablo, there nînst lie a typograpîsicai
blunder. If th-, thora (locs siot pierce tho lucee, it nissst taLze
you in tho baek. Life munst have sharp things ini it. We
caiiisot makze np our robe of Christian chsaracter 0without pins
anti needles.

%«c -want w-bat Pali gut-graice to boas- these things.
withosst iL WCe bccusîîo cross, ceîîsorions, anîd irascible. MWe
get in the habit of stickiîsg osîr thortis into oUsler i)ootbc's
finges But, GuI l'elpingf' ns, ive plIace these annloyanices
iin the category of the -"ail tiigs that wvork togohorfo
good." WVc sec lsuwv inucli siiorter theso thorns as-e tian
tho spikeg tisat struel, throncih the pains of Cisist's bsands;
aud reîneîsbr'riîsg (bat lie lsad on His hscad a whsole crown, of
thurus, wc takc tu ourseives the consolation that if ivc suifer
iviti Iisi on cartiv we shall ho giorirscd. wvîth. 1lim.n iiihaven.

Bust hsow cossld Paul positively rojoice ili tisc inifirînlities ?
I aîsswer thsat tho sebool of Christ lias thrc classes of sclholars.
lIs the fird cluas wc icarn isow to be sttnck w'ith thorns %vith-
ont losing unr is-tience. lis the second dlase we leatra iiow to
usakec the stitîg positively advasstagcons. In thse tird clcsss;
of tîsis school ive earni hsow evoîs (o rejuice in being pierccdl
and wonnided ; but that is thse senior doas, and -whscî ive
got to (lut, wc ar-e near graduation into gir...tî idic
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DECISION FOR CHRIST.
BY R1M EV. HUIDSON.

('hinose iyen tliti day ivlei ye wvii \ev.-oiU xiv. 15.

T HOSE whso follow (bis advice add thiscîseives (o tho list
of wvitncesses for Christ andi IRis gospel. ]3y f ssll1

docision for Blis ivili and zervice a muain becunes a sign
among bis feilows. Many as are those who bear tihe naine
of Christ, whîcn. any oue beconsoes fully dJecided hoe must
attract attention by those features of his condisot which su

cleas-ly and broadly distingnisiî bisai froua sncrely nominai
Christiasis. According to tise supposition, lie iin ail atfais-s
inlaintaisîs lus piciplos, linii lg In, christianlity -what is
alssiidantly stisîicieît, to direct ail blis commercial anti other
cunsiuc, andt siing that divine grace wichessabls lissai to
turui ito Ijrac.tice il liat lie isuows cf dnty Lu lios anti mon.
Are sncb incan su nmany tisat 0110 sticli cao casîly ho lost in
tise mass ? No, isîsecti. Tise man of fiss itid abaoînte
decision is unle ansoiîg inany, ansd is cassly fosînti. ):le is a
star of tise lis-st înaegiâtiid ailnil lsuîîneruss 2nuusiler orbs
andi mesn însst sec huis il hile tlcy wanlk iu tise lsglit wbieh
streauns frona bis Chîristian hife.

llappiiy for tise world Luec ra a fcsv ,:ncb sciettereti
about in inany andt variosspac, thaL ai peuple unay sec
tise sigo iviiici Giod lias set 'ai) iii intrty and conipassion (o
isiiisit. sunse inay aifctt ncot La ýcO dtiss sîgîs but isowV, iii
tiiose days andt ini stîci a cusnsussîsiity as Luis of El~saisd, cais,
aisy onse live andi look alsusît ut ail, w itisuît discerning it?
1le sway roisinterpret %%hat lie secs ; for it; lias a divine
mcanissg w-hiclh inassy dou not like. Its preeosco shsoirs what
men inay becusue ; rebukes ail wvio ksios (isat tise Giospel
is tise power of Gud, anad y t ft-ci iL mssly ins tise most partial
degree anti ropruves anti cusîdusius thlilves cf ssi as scck
nuL tise Lord at ail.

iesn lot sue cxhort yon to se-k tihe great favour t,! bo.
loîsging tu tise va-st costiotis lino of %%stiieýsst fur Churist.
Yots hsave iin yosîr instelligence a Divinse gift, bestowed for a
Isurpose of wvhicls yoss asrc noL aile (o Iscai ignorance. Yon
liav-e a conscience wviicis alLen speaks witij ycss iis strong
asnd certaina tonies, dosnandissg tisat yoîs shossld lie solf-con-
sistent, tisat yon shousI (Io tihe -\ ill of Godl, anti that yoss
5i5055i( fishlil tise cosnditionss of Seri ice Lu tise goîscration to
avisicia yoss hehoîsg. Yoîs îsossess a frce avili wiluse creative
decisicus, rocorded isn ise tinse of yossr issus-ai prabation, wil
stamp yossr characte-, ansd lix yusr essdl!oss dtsom ;aisd you
have 110 tisne -viitli eau safcly bc wastcd. D)o îstt abuse yussc
intelligensce and poweor of cioce ; dlu isut su (seat yur con-
science tisat iL Will becoine as JIheSs ecared aitis a hsot iroîs
anti slo noL Lhink of crowdîssg tise wcrk, of hsfc, assd], Lucre.
fore, of a lifetime, iîsto tise corner of a fcw muosts or days,
as nsaîsy ]lave pressinod (o dIo, viLis, iL is fearod, the mnost

disapoîintiisg anti fcaîftsl resuits. Be is carnes-t to kcnow
Gd' S avili and (Io iL, ansd tison there ivili hic gsvcn tu yoss the
mnt eiffectiai Dia use imupressions ansd trachinsg. B3e deter-
niicd to stand in proper relationss (o God, anssg yoss wiil nuL
lonsg be iii aîsy dossbt as (o tisose r-olations ; for spiritusal dis-
commnent ivili bo granted yoin. Be decitied, asnd yen -vili be

grctl blssd ussscf, ssi ade a blessing Lu tisose who
kîsoa yoss, anti who fuel yossr puower. If you tak-e tis adie
yoss avili (bis daly perfor-ai a moral action, issvola-isg tise snost
gioriosîs resîsits, an auticîs vhaicli yoss w iiil nevos- linti any
cause (o regret, andt tise benefits of whicls wili inci-case through
eterîsai ages.

Go osît besseatis tise arciet iseaveis iis nigst's profousndest
glon, asnd say if vois caus, "Tsere i5 no0 Goti." Pronounice
tise drcasiftsl biaspiioîsy, assd ecdi star ahove yoss wiil reps-ove
yu for yossr darkness of iîstelect-every voice tisat fhoate

tîos ie iigit will beidor yossr nittcr isehpessness and
despair. îs Luec nu Cuti? Who, (boss, usnrolled tise biste
sercli, anti thrcsv upens its b)riglît frontispicce, tise legibie
fioausuings of sînnsortalsty ? \Vh fasisiosîct the green earth
w-itls petspetuai rolisng water.9, asnt iLs Ioveiy expanse of isianti
asîsi misn? Who gave tise cagie a stateiy cys-je, wiien the
tenaipcst saseuls ailà boats stroisgcst to tise missstrelsy of her
nsoasa? liso matie ligist plcasasst to (lice anti darlinoew a
covering andt a bei-aid of tise first flash of issosning ? Who
gave (o (lic (uaL matchlcss sysnmetry of sinews anti ]isbs,
tise irrepressihbe das-ing of ambition, passion, anti love ? Anti
yet tise tisasoderz of iscaa'en, andi tise waters of ca' Lb, are
cisainoti. Tlsey romain, baiL tihe bow of reconciliation hangs
osît abcve asnd bencatîs thoin.

Whieis iv-e are fuslost of iseaveîsiy love, ive are best
fiLLeul tu bear avitis lisman i.nlirmity, to live above iL,
anti forget iLs bus-dois. IL is tise absence of love to
Christ, nut iLs fslness, that make-s ns8 su impatient of tle
avoatlznesses anti inconsistencies of our Christian brethren.
Tiscî, avliscii Clsnit is ail ossr portion. visea li-e dwohis with
liq usistiijelis, ive bsave su satisyiîig sii cnjoyinesst of Ilis per-
fection that tise impeorfectioni o! utisers is as iL ave e sallavei
np), andti ho sense cf ur own notlsigîess nsakcs n i iseissiblo
co tisat avisicis is irri(ating te isîdividuai feeiinn8 and hsabits.-

libre.


