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Somne Ha1f.-Truths,
MI. TH1E ABDICATION 0F TIIE PARENT.

The tendcncy I0 shift tle burdoit of work and responsibility froua our own
shoulders to those of others is a 'very lummn lendeýncy and a very genleral one, anid
so the theory that the edtication of ils children is a duty of the state, so often put
forward of late as an axiomiatic p)riticiple, bsbeen tccel)ted witlb mutcl comiplacenlcv
by inany parents and more ilbauu a few legisiators, whbile its corollary, that the tcach-
er stands in loco parentis, lias bein ad(optvcd very recadily by the majority of teachiers.
ï-et botb of tbcse are but partial trulbs; for priniarily education is not the dut3 - of-
tilt state nor the teacher, but of tbe pare;.. helul of sQ- fntay parents,
tcjjT1 aiit faS as lhi9encd Ille xleiliods and Nyork,
of the scbool, the life of the honte, the chai-acter of our youtb, and the welfare oi
tbe coinmuuuitv. Nor lias Ibis inifluience bteeuu wvolly good. Se it miay be wvell nov
land tben 10 %vork back to a firs iiieridian, correct thbe variations iii Our educational
compass, note tbc dirction of' the current inii icbi %v arc sailing, and if' possible
lay a trucr course for tbe port we hope to reach.

In Ibis connection il docs not malter wbctbcr wce consider the state es the out-
corne of a social contract or the developuiient of the farnily or clan; but il mybe
well to rememiber that the state bas i C.-is nçç -mn- lion¶ - -dias that

compose it, and tbat tbe bii.gbest good of tbese individuals isit%- omiy, raison d'gtre.
Atid"sc îiiý Ït-è ýficàs'i tnié &îb5dïâtti t-s of thc individua;l only wbien-à*nd only so
far as-by so doing il can better puomote tbe welfare of the individuals composing
it. Now, il xnay be truc tbat tbe stale sbould provide tbc cbild with enougb educa-
lion 10 prevent it becoming a moral menace or a financial burden to tbe communily;
il may be truc that tbe smil part of Ille cbild's real, edlicalion Nyhicb %ve cai school
training can bc miost systvmaltically- and mnosl cconomically given by thle state; yet
tbc fact reilains that tlue duty of eduicatingr tle cbild a nd tlue responsibilitv tlierefor
rest pri iarily upon t lie parents %vlho brougl biru mbt t lie world. The cbild is not
a nere cbance atoin in a chaos of existence; lie will become a man wilb a man's
duîv of be.llpfuiltess and a mian's capa)«city for eujoynmcnt; and tlbc work of preparing
himi la discbarge lb e duty and i-cap tlue picasure and -,o best recalize tlue piurpose of
li- Creator nlusi rest -%vbere tbe obligation Io provide food, clotbing and sheller for
Ille years of bis lbelp)lessniess resîs, and Ibat is on tbe parents.

Nor can il bc a good lluing l'or tbe cbild, t1e parent, or the commniytto bave
-it.is duty and tbis e.àý îij i enrlyt îanstrrcd êTtî Tu~ie'ý._" It bias becen said
Ibantin a niajority of cases a c a is uturê lias crrr-iVLic«caly deîerrnlined by the


