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THE CLATMS OF THE NORTH WEST,

For some time past the newspapers of the
dav have been full of the most exciting ae-
counts of the gold regions on the Pacific coast,
und already we henr of numerous parties cither
actually setting out, or prepuring to set out for
the region referred to. While we by no means

pprove of that feverish excitement, which
prompts so many youug men to forsake .the
walks of quict industry for our modern gold
Geldy, 2till we believe that the discovery of
gold in such o region, as that which just now
attracts attention, serves, in the arrangements
of an all-wise Providence,a most important end,
in arousing public attention, and attracting
aud dirceting the tide of fmmigration, In the
North West there are thousands and millions
of acres adapted for cultivation, and fit to sus-
taina dense population, In Vancourer's Island
and the adjoining territeries, there is not only
a fortile soil, with immense mineral wealth, but
alwo a temperate and salwbrious climate.  But
until lately the region was comparatively un-
kuown, Wehad heard of it only in connexion
with the wild exploits of the trader, or the
stirring tales of the bands of Indians
who roam over the prairies, and have
00 often been a kind of western Ishmmel
ites, having their hunds against every man
and cvery man's hand against them.  But now
that gold has been discovered, attention is

arousad, o large population i immediately at- |

tracted, the real capabilities of the country
will be developed, and the foundation laid for
future prosperity, and order, and moral in-
fluence. Of course in this region, asin Culi-
fornia and Australia, the stateof socicty at first
may be rude and heterogeneons,  But the cle-
ments of strength and order will Le there, and
through theself-developing energies ofthe An-
glo-Saxon race, 8 new British Province will, by
thebLlessing of God, soon take its place on the
western shore of the North American Conti-
nent.  Looking at the map, who can over-esti-
mate the importance of such aprovince, or the
influence which it may in future years wicld
on Eastern Asiz. Placed within a compara-
tively short distance of China &e., it may be,
before many years have passed, a aentre of
mereantile enterprise, and of missionary effort.
We thuslook on present events as having a
mostimportant bearing on the future evangeli-
zation of the world. We Velieve too, that, if
the gold ficlds are as productive as they are
represented to be, before many years have
pasted away, we shall have railway communi-
cation through our North-western tecritorics,
andthat the Red River will Le the centre
of large aud prosperous scttlements.

Our ohject in adverting to this sublect is to
press ou the Clhiurch the importasce to Jooking
after Vancouver's Island, and the territories
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yeu for their piritual benefit. There are also

mivht be carried on amovrg that interesting
claas the aborizines of this continent,  Our
way has for the preeent been barred in the
Enast,  [as not God Leen opening n door in the
West, and pointing us in that direction? We
believe e is now doing g0, and it becones us
to prepare to open the door and enter fn with
the mesange of peace and aalvation, It may
be now too Jute for unything being done dur-
ing the present season, but we would recom.
mend that some minister or ministers of vigour,
prudence, and zeal, should be sent early next
season, with the view of exploring the region
and bringing back;a report, to guide the church
in her future movements.  We have been dis-
appointed in getting any minister to proceed
to Red River this summer as was expeeted, to
visit the ficrd of labour oceupied by Mr. Black,
and strengthen hishandain maintaining the im-.
portant position to which he has been appoint-
ed. 'This object might be conjoined with the
farther object of exploring, and collecting in-
formation to guide the chureh in planting her
standard, or rather the standard of the gospel,
on the west of the Rocky Mountains,  This
we louk upon as peculiarly the work of our
church, whether she shull undertake it alone,
or with the he'p of some of the churches in the
mother country.

TUE EVENTS OF THE PAST MONTIL

Our readers are of course, all fully aware of
 the political events of the past month.  We do
, not regard it as our peculiar province to dis.

cnss such subjects. At the same time, we do

not think it beyond our provinee to wateh
‘ these eventa as they transpire, and to give
! expression to our sentiments, more cipecially
{ when the interests of truth and of public mor-
'alil.\' are concerned. In the course of a few
days, the country witnessed three several
administrations.  We enter not into a review
of the circumstances connected with these
changes. This has been done by the Press
throughout the country, and our readers are
no doubt well acquainted with the dircum-
stances referred to.  But we enter our protest
against some things coonceted with the most
recent change, We refer to the fact that
Ministers of the crown formally accepted
certain offices, and were solemaly sworn to the
faithful dischurge of the dutics connected with
these offices, when they hiad not the slightest
intention of really entering on the dutiesat
a1}, and within a few hours, and beforo per-
forming a single function of their offices, resign.
cd these and were eworn into others. Wepro.
test against this conduct by whomsoever coun-
tenanced aud sanctioned, and camnot but look
upon it as fitted to demoralize’ the community,
and familiarize the publie mind with trickery
and perjury, If such corruption prevailsat
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adjacent. ‘There {« already a large population, ! the fountain, what ean wo look for in the
embiracing a considerable number of Presby.
torians, and there is but little being done as

streama 1€ the highiedt in the community

seruple not to perpetrate, or to panction such

. acts, what are we to cxpect {rom officlals in
1
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important places where missionary operations | lower grades?

We long to see ligh.minded

| principle in our pubiic men, and especially the
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power of religion, which alone can clfectually
lead them, in all the relations of Jife, to act en
the apostolic injunction : ** Whatsoever things
are srue, whatsocver things are honest, what.
soever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure ,whatsoever things are lovely, whateoever
things are of good report; if there be any
virtue nnd if these beany praise, think on
these things”

Ancevent to which we turn with greater
satisfaction is the completion of the project for
the establishment of telegraphic intercourse be.
tween Englind and America,  This judead
may bo regarded not only nsthe great eventof
the past month, but of the ycar,—yca, of the
age. We see in the suceessful accomplishment
of this undertaking not merely the teinmph of
seience, buta powerful guarantee for the peace
and harmony of the nations of the earth, a
wighty step in the civilization and evangeliza.
tion of the various tribes that people the globe.
‘The two wost influentisl and enterprising, aund,
we may add, christiun nations of the carth are
wore closely connected than ever, Sprang from
one commnon stock, onie pulte will throb, one
current of thought will flow between the two,
May we not hope that the establishment of
telegraphic intercourse will tend mightily to
bring about commnunity of sentiment between
the two nations, Wo feel persuaded that the
unsll wire connecting the ¢wo continents will
do more to secure peace, to hasten the emanci-
pation of the slave, to lead to united action for
the enlightenment and evangelization of the
world, than the negotiations of statesmen, the
legislation of Senates, or the decrees of priu.
ces, We recognize the hand of Godin the
work,  We desire to give Himthe glory, We
pray for the hastening of the day wheu not
only America and Britain, but all the nations
of the curth shall be bound together in com.
mupity of interest, and harmony of senti.
ment, and in willing suljection to Him who is
Governor among the nations,—who is King of
Rings and Lord of Lords

DR, MONOIY'S OPINION OF THE POSITION
OF TUE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

Dr. Monod, a8 our readers generally know,
was lntely in this country collecting money for
the erection of a mission church in Paris, for
the congregation to which he ministers. In
conrequence of the monetary crisis, he fuiled
in his object, and lately returned home, pur
posing, God willing, to return at soine future
petiod to finish the work which he had now
to give up. Since his return he has, in the
** Archives du Christianism,” given his opinion
in regard to the late action of the Amerieap
Tract Society, approving of the counrse of the
Society, in declining to publish on the sutdect



