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]hiAt BtoTrrrit OLIPHANT :-I have reud a number of your paper
during the past year, aiid have now reeeived the Deceinher Nurn-
ber, the Iast for the yezr; and I have now coiteluded to write you
and seD)d what wih answer as an equivalent fonr the Nuinbers I hope
to reeeive froni you for the ensuiug year, which I hope wvill enable
you. to write wvitb pleasure to yourself and profit te your readers.

1f would informa you titat -liost eof us enjoy gond health - but some

are songing te reap the roiward eof thecir labors. Brother Birchi
Iand sIster NÏoble are failing. Brother J. M. Shepard is quite feeble,
jand the prospect of his recovery not Iiattering. li viewv et' theise
Ithings, hiaving reeeived precieus promises, wce endeavour to cicanse

o urselves froin ail filtbiness of the fllsb and spirit, perfectin1g our
censecration in the four of the Lord.

But I have other- inatters of whiclh te speaiz. I ]lave been for
~iiany years endeavouring te leara whiat te ui;les teaclh on ail sub-
Ijeets relating te our present and future ûinjo., njiwt. For thiat pur-
hpose, in addition to the Bible. 1 hiave for isior(:ha tventy years3read the writings of one Alexander Caxapbeil willh admiration and
deliiht, and in whose teaehings 1 had entire enfidence ; and I Iiad,
or thougbt I had. Iearnced thlis filet 1 that .Il persens believing iii

Ithe Messia'h as thie Son & G oil and being iiniersed Aii lus niaine iflto
thei naie eft'he rzthler. Sou, and I1oIy Sp)irit," were Stîbstantiaily

Iand forina:ihy inemilberS of the 1 elurehl et Christ. 'lI titis I nmay have 'I.
;errcd, inasinuch as new doctrinles are taýughit by soinie eof Our brethiren, i
and wc(heDsils) are fond of ncw tingts. We ]lavecrecently been Il

i tauglut that the bapiin of Johnl, alla te givingl the ri-lht band of Il

fellowSlhip te bis disciles on, the day eof Pentecost, wcre equivolant ~
to being baptized iii thie nainie of Je.,;s Cilrist ilnto tnet'le
Fathier, Son, alaIIoiy Splir-t. l'rtlemsn eof sins or inii e
j rdthyweetu ewtituîtced illenbers of tlhe Churth of' Christ. J

;iud thiat there is no aut-hori v il, thle church or out eof it thiat eau

I I ail) thus wvritilig to yen witl te C-epeeîatioin that you will cii-
jj hlbtenl us in tbis dark corner of te world alla give lis I& the fruc

sudwords" whicli Peter or sonie other persont used when lie gave
(j ic tluree :housand the righit bau11d ot' felUowhIi!) on lte day of Pente-

Cest. I sec ia the Deccînber IN unber oret Ui 1a>uwr. thalt Soule bave
fohlowved I>eter's exatuple, but biave lîot, giýven us the' foît o 'ods

wie hosedi-wbiieh is,* a imii.ter of înuehlîtîportance to solute of'
u who wish to practise riglht: :111( I an, no-, quite certain who itiras t

that grave the ri-lit hand- et' of MlONship., or whctlter it was tile coin-.
*mon practise ho do so on the first dayi of t wekI' ho those whoi were l'

baptizcd duriîîg the previous wee.k. But I uni inehined te thiik tilat

itwas on the first day Of -te iveeik ;for I find it stated by Luk e.
tht the diseiplocaine 1together ou* bat day ho breaiz brcad. aiîd il is

reasonable to 'Suppose titat tbey could addà to tue church the save d
J When hycm oehr But I wilI not inisist, but wait for :niore
ifIght..


