
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

Tite boy bocamoe a tuant; and the hand ;vas still
near hM, protccting, restraining, controlling, support-
ing, directing. l[n tho intricato paths cf youth, in the
roigler iways of nianhood its powcrfui. yct gontie in-
fluence Nvas aliko fait.

Bon Ainramn saiv that baud pouring wveaith. at his
foot, iwhich hoe mighit gathor at will. It prospored his
traffic, and reoed rivals front bis path. It gave
hlmi ships, and sped thont safely and prosperusiy ovor
the ocean. It dofendod hira fromn losses, and assisted
Iiiii in his schonios. It g'uidod hira in tho choiceocf a
rosidenco, and direed hlm) to the partnor of his life.
It gave in the dosiro of his hoart. It miait hin, te
henour and faine.

lio saw tho biandi boekoning as his brothor's mos-
songer drowr near ; and thon the scono was obscurd-
the xnist again filled the apartment.

'<EU Bon Ama,"sid tho visiter, "'tliot hast
soeat the sign cf the Invisible, uphiolding the baud cf
the diligent thromgh thc past. Look now upomi the
future 1

Again ho waved te Nvaiid, and plaeed for an in-
stant, his baud upon the oyos of Bon Anirara. Tiie
raist once more dividod.

Hie saw his brother %vorn Nwitm povorty and wvasted
by sickness. lie marked te anguishi of his spirit as
lio rend the reproachiftl letter. lie saw te shadoiwy
band ovor hlmi aise ; but ogain tho scono wvas
changod.

A ship sailod upon a distant soa. That band
raisod the wavos ý-.id winds to a storîn, and impolled
tho vessol to destruction. The owvner wvas ira-
povorishoed, and hoe was indebted te Bon Anmram for
the suin of four thousand picces cf silver.

And noiw the shiftings cf the scene increasod in
rapidity; yot stiil the hand was there. Jorah repaid
the three hnndrod pioces cf silver ; while Bon Amnra a's
eldost daughtor returiiod, a destitute and inournimig
ividoiv, te hier father's bouse. The slip in which is
son Jothani sailed ivas attacked, the passongers wvere
robbed and taken captive, and an exorbitant rusera
was deinandod. Bon Ainramn paid the sui, and
Jothara roturned honte in nakedness amd wvant. Firo
dovoured tho possessions cf ono dobtor; biit and
raildow destreyed those cf another. Famine and
pestilence wastod the land; time sources cf coi-
mnerce failed. Bon Amrain's boasted sagaoity seemed
to forsake him: perplexod and bewildered hoe fait
hinsoif unable te stoin tho current cf adverse cireuni-
stances.

In ail those changes that hand wvas sen iigling,
more sbadcwy and mystorious, yet stili visible. Boit
Ainrant saw himuseif, notwithstandin ô ail bis efforts,
reducod te, uttor povorty ; and thon, throughi tho
mmist, ho porceived apprcaching him. lis brother Jcrahi.
lie shrank frem inm, for lie foared te have bis oivn
-,proa2hes cast back into bis own teeth. But pro.

sently they met.
"My brother," said Jorali, <'Lte good band cf God

lias boon with me, and has given nie conapetenco.
Contc and share iL -%ith. le; I have enough fer thoe
and fer me."

Thon did Eli Bon Aiurara exciaint, 'lThe Lord gave
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and Uic Lord bath takon awvay; blcased ho the nainle
cf the Lord i'

At titis instant the deor cf the apartinlt oponed,
nnd Nwith bis sont Jothani enterod te inssenger cf
his brother. Bont Ainrni leoked around hlm; the
strangorwivs gono, and tc mist liad vanislied. Tite
latter hoe bad wvrittcn ivas bofore hint. le consunicd
it ln the flimeocf a Ianni that burncd boforo Iium; and
in its stand lie ponncid a kind amid sympathising-
message te bis brothon.

Front that heur wvas Eli Bon Airaar neyer heard
to vaunt hinisoîf in bis wisdenî or bis Nvcalth, ; and if
co praised bis skill and suceoss ("and mon wili
praise thoe wlhen thon docst %vehl te thysoif ">, ho-
woeuid roply, ".Xa«y, but iL %vas the geod haud cf nîy
God upon me." And wvhon hoe adiniibd lîis
ehlîjdren te attend diligently and circumspoctly te
their affairs, hoe ahvays added this preoopt: Abovo
ail things, scek Lime guidance ani protection cf the
Unseenl Hand."

A LITTIE WHILE;
OP., THE NEW YEÂRVS PROMISE.

, Hrniws x. 37.

LITTLE Whilo! " A littIO -$vbilO 1
A littie hie-for God te toil;
A littie while-the foc Le fi-lit

To wvalk by faiLli, and net by sight.
A little whilo-to long for day,
WThile wvaiking on the narrew way.
A littie while-to wateh. and wvait
For HMi whoso conming 's et the gate.
A little wvhile-and Ho shall conte
Te take His wvaitiug- people hitone.
A littIe wvhiheocf this dlark night,
And heaven shahl burst -upen cur sighit.
A hittie whiie, in death's cold river,
And we shall bathe it life for ever.
Thon whon wvc meet our Saviour's sille,
How short wvill scouti this little wliile!
Hew littie worth our joy or serrowv,
When ive behohd that ghad te-nîorrow i
Ncw, fight8 wvithout and fears --vithin;
-Now, ivatchiug, waitiug, woe, and si;
Novr, Lears% and siniles xningiing together,
Daik clouds, witlt glints cf brigliter iveathor.
Now, drauglîts cf sorroiv, drops cf joy,
And nothing geod wvithout alhey;
Our brightest, doarest pass away,
Whiho ive are watchiug for te day,
]But thon we shahl have full amcnds:
Our joys ail sbarcd ivith long-lost friands.
Thon shahl our ntouth bc filled wvith song.
Cheor up, choor up, 'twvili net bo long.
<'Behold, 1 cone! and quickly," tee;
This is gcod newvs for mue and yeu,
Thon wclecme Loil ivith cheerful smile,
]lemombering the "'littie whihoe."
WVerk on, wvait on, and nover foar-
Wo may net wait anotmer year. B. 1?. T.


