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ing travellers, sicli as the late Dr. Robin-
son, liavc expdored the wholc lino, and fur-
nishied ample datta for iletermining the en-
tire bound(arv, tîxuir aurandfarets bave
been rejecteil li certain popular writers,
and a p)r4frcîîcc given ta the Opinions of
xu1eu wli() had neyer lceîî on the grouind.-
Ttinas popfnlar ivorks la- bchind, gross er-
ors arc i ndolibly stercntvîud, and we meet
wiîb appobit.in Nyhcrc wc are entitled to ex-
peet assistance.

Within these fcwv years, three large and
valuiable l)le l)[Ctionaries have bren pub-
lislicd in our anage, Dr. Kitto's co
poedia of Ililulical Literature, Dr., William
Smitlx's veuý v3lnîinoni)s work on the same
subjiect, 111nd F'r F:url.iiîrn's,now in the press,
wvhichl'sg flot the largcst isdecidely the
bcst. l'le seulement of the northern bound-
ary of the promiscd land Cornes fairlyv withîin
the scue of such wvorks, and they have al
tried thoir hand on it, vet have ail left it
worsc conifonndi(et. Good old Kitto, with al]
his characteristic sinuplicity, ulraws the lino
fromn the sea, "Iîlot far soutli from Sidon,"
ovcrtmie top of Leba noix, anml righit across to
Mount Hlermon;e ani thion adds :"«Tis ar-
rangement of the northerni lne of bouindary
seemns to us to raeLc ail the difficulties ans-
in- trom deficientkulde which have
bung likec a dense xnist over the northern
bounidarv of l>alcstine."

Then Nvitb regard to Dr. Fairbaira 's view
of the subject, ns giveii in lus work in the
article "Ja Ih" le says :"« The oa-
tering i of llaînath is often mentioned as
the boundary on the nortb of the dominion
of Isracli. There is uoine difference of opin-
ion as to the point indicated by thisexpres-
sion. Robinson would place iton the wes-
tern approachi to llamaatb, consequently far-
ther off than llnmatlî itself. But this is im-
probable, and is not concurred in by Van
de Velde, Stanley and others. Theentering
in ta Ilamath is more naturally understood
as given trom the Palestinian point of view,
therefore on the south of the land ofHamath,
probably about Riblah, as Van de Velde
thinks?" It is frcely admitted that the
phrase entering in' o Hamath, so called, im-
plies in several passages an approach from
the south up the great valley of el Buka

and that it refers ta sanie partieniar point
in thiat valley. But wvhat of tduat 11. The
point indicated is fif:eui or :ivcnît miles
Inortli froin, lihiah, acuording ta thle hest
jufiges. Pr. Thomson fixes it at the mîorth
crnt terinination of the Lebanon ranges, on
l)oth sides ofthde valley. 2. Thiat ascer-
tais only aoie point iii the nortlîerni boun-
ulary lino. Tlîat line runs saie S0 miles
at least, east and wcst, and wlîat avail is it
to ascertaiui one sini-mle point in it. 3. Dr.
Fairbairn overlaoks the important faut, that
the Scuiptures, in precisely the saine vbirase-
ology, ruecognize an al)1roachi ta llamath
frani the sua board on the wvest, as well as
f romn the south, jnst as indicatud hv Dr. Ro-
binson, and as will prescntly be poînted
Ont.

Witb respect ta the view given on this
suilject in Dr. Snîithi's Dictianary, the arti-
(le eontributed by the Oxfjord divine, is in-
finitely les satisfluctary. Ile makes Mount
Lebanon the houtndairy, and tlierefore places
it on the wrong side of the line, and cuts it
off tram lsrael entirely. Kitto cuits off for
lsracl a very simili. suice, about six miles
fram the sotith end of the gaodlv moun-
tain" ; but the Oxford divinc, Colenso-like
takes it ail away. The sme view exactly
is given in the Encyclapoedia Britannica,
even in the recexît edition.

S ucli tlien is ail the light cast on this sub-
jeet in particular, and ail the aid furnished
by tîxuse large and cobtly works, thiat bave
been written on purpose ta advance auid ex-
cnd aur au-quaintauce witiî biblical litera-

turc. The nortiierru bouiidary ot Palestine
lias indeed been always a great puzzle ta
geographers. But thuis is not owing ta any
iniiereit difficultyin te lieljcct itself. No-
tbing bas been af ter ail laid downl with great-
or precision iii the Bible. The difficulcy of
solving the question lias arisen from the
too common practice of disregarding the
wor-d :-adopting the far more phl/osophie4
mctbod, ofcasting away the ligbt and work-
ing in the dark.

The northern bouadary of the promised
land is laid down in Scripture in more plaeso
than one. We sh&ll take that given by
Moses in Num. xxxiv. 7-11Il "This shsl
be jour north border: from the great ues je
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