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boumne. About half.past one o'clock the
children, to the number of about 2000,
assemlcd iu the railw-ay shed, and wece ad-
drcssedl by tixe TRevs. Oco. Mackie and A.

*M1orrison, by wlxom the clpinxs of Imissions
were eloquently advocatcd.

Letter from Rev. John Geddie.
The following very ixîteresting Lotter

lias hcen rccived from. our veteran Mis-
sioiiarv.

AETUiNEW IIlIIIIID S,
Dcc. 25th, 1863.

ZPcv. and DearBote,
My anual letter oughtto have beenl %vrit-

ton months ago. I delaycd hecause there
*was littie t0 report about Aueciteum, and I.
also wvishced to trive you the latcst informa-
tioni about the neiglxbouring islands. This
exl)laniatiou will I hiope satisfy you. You
arc awkire that Our fifteenth year ou1 Anei-
teumn dlosed lu July last. Mre havenc-
joyed mucîx of the divine goodness dutrhxg
thiese eveitfuil yars,. Few missionaries have
strongcr reasons for adoriug gratitude to the
Pather of mercies. WTe féel as if ive ouglit
now to set up our Ehenezer and say, "i-
therto hath the Lord hcelped us."

11EALT11.

The prescut year 1 regret to say, lias been
uxxusual uxxhealthy. A severe eplidcmic
passed over the islaud some rnontbs ago,
aud swcpt off a large nunibor of the natives.
The inost of those who dicd wcre persous
ivho had not et) tirely rccovercd from the cf-
fets of the mesies. It scems ilxdeed as if
the present gencration of aduits would nover
recover thecir former vigour. The children
L.owcvcr arc strong aud healtixy,aud ou tixen
the future hopes of the islud depend. Our
attention las of Iste been directedl to sani-
tary iruprovemnents. Wc find by our statis-
tics tliat the greatcst xnortality prevails ou
the low lanxds niear the shore, wlxcréas the
Mils la the interlor arc conxparatively hiexl-
thy. Sonme of the natives arc by our ad-
vice building on the highi lands, but they
Seemn much averse to bcave the spots whierc
their ancestors have froxa tine hmemorial
iived.

THE N-%EW TESTA'MENT.
The general progress of the work is en-

couragingon this island. Our Sabbath day-

services and sphools are wecii att euqd.-
MNaiuy of the natives make a consistent pro.
fessioni of religion. Wefonidly hope thatuot
a fcw are diristians lu rcality as Nvchl as in
namne. If the excitement about christianity
is not so great now as la former years, it is
evidently more wholesomne. Crime is on the
decline, and morals improve, as our ehtiefs
have compxxratively littie to dIo at their quar-
teony courts.

Thie most important event of thxcycar ias
been the arrivai of the Newv Testamnent. Lt
has beexi pnxntcd by the British and IForeign.

oil Society at an expense of over £300
sterling. The workmnanship is ivell dlonc,
sud if tixe translation wvcre only worthxy of
the favourable opinion cxprcsscd about it,
it would rank equad to mauy of the Soeiety's
versions of the word of God. ie are thunk-
fxsl for it as it is. Our next edition wilI bc
an ixuprovemeut. ou the presont eue. Lt is
an unspeakable boon to this people to pos-
sess so much of God's word iii thecir ovn
tonmue. Our translations hxave awakened
some îutercst among the British aud Con-
tinental plxilologrists, as they are amoug the
tirst of a new order of dixlects, viid wlxcn
the structure of this langunge is understood
aud comPared wxitlx other (lixlects, it xuay
help to tllro-v some lig 1xt on tlxc historv of
the dark races which lahxabit so maxxy of tuie
]?atifle isies.

CONTRIBtUTIONS.
Our m~issionary contributions this year

ainount f0 £4 lis, sterling iii money, sud
abount 4500 lbs. of arrow-root. Ourtcsteem-
brother Mr. LImglis, was very urgent
flxint the whlxoe, though a &rce contribmution
to the missionm, slxould be appropriatcd to,
tIxe paymnt of txe New Tcstanment. As tixe
natives have not tîxe racans at preseut of
mising muoncy to purchase the Serlptures,
the otlier members of tbe mission concurred
la the proîmosal. 1 hope you iil xpprovo
of titis appropriation of tixe mxissdouary con-
tributions for the preseatyca. The arrow
root -%vill ho sent te tho Australian Colonies
to tixe esmo of persons inferestcd in tîxe mis-
sion aud wve hope to realizo one shilling per
ponnd for it.

NCECFSSITY OF VISIT HOME.

I beg now to cali your attention to a sub.
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