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wiiln irey have once borne, and winich it is
Io bo hopcd they zaay irear agaria. The
Orientai Churchea as a urbole wvere net as
active in the t4prend of the Gospel ao tire
Lýnýin Churcia: but tIre Nestoritins were an
exception. IlIn rthe East," Sayis klesîrcian,
"the Nestorians mith incredibile iadrrstry
rd persevera ce laboîtrer te propagate the

Gospel from Persiri, Svria aad ladia amoag
the bariîrors tiatioisiahabiting tire deserts
and remetest ihoee of Asia. .In parictilar
thre vast empire of China was particnlariy
eligrreiied liv their zead and iîndustry, %vitir
thre li.-lît cf <èhisiaity." Frem the 5ti
te the 9th ccntrrry tire Nestoriatis trnd
clourcires among the aoreutains of Malabrar
ir Innuia, an< in tire vast regions of rartary
from tire Carupian Sea te Mount Imaus. und
beyoacl, throngli Cirinese rairtary, andi even
ini China itseif.

?rzrly in the 11 th ceuatarry a MLogil Prince
ini Carlray (Nertîrera Cirina) uvas convertcd
te the fath, and taking at his baptisas the
ane of John, gave hi* royal influente ris

thre (Chri-tinur cause. Seniof his succeoosors
&]se were rit leaist nommnaily Christian, a.
son iir-iaw of Prester Julrn-the well known
(heuqis Khanr, gave lris support te, tire
Chrrit:iins as laite ris tire early part of tire
139la century. But towrird tire close of rire
14th cerrtury thxe sword of the Moslem
Tairrerlane dcstroyed tixe Tartar ehurches
and overtrlrrw te Nesterian Cirristianity
in tIre principal seat of its power. It wvas
tiet til tire close of tixe I5th century, lueur-
ever, tirat scume unknouvn persecution andi
massicre destroyeri the Nestoriens in Cinra.
There ia stili four at Si-a qu.fu, in North-.
western Chrina a lanrge stene tànhit, giviag
an acctuumt of tire fairix and iristor>' of tixe
Nestoriaras. It preruerts rhrcir doctrine of
the Triaiiv, aud sonre accotait of the books
of tire Oldînd Neir Testaments, ani records
their progress for one hundred and forry
ycars.

Fer the degradatnand mcci moral dark.
mess of rlirse people for tire iast three cen-
turies there vonuid scein te bc torne reason.
Tlrey loave been cru3sid by 'invasion and
alatrgier and constant trrany, aurd attire
samne rime have been subjecteri te the im-
rqcdinte contact of ail th:e sensualit' mind
debasernent of tire donrinant Mosienu raoces.

lurt heur sigrrifiernt is the cArly hister>'
cf tixe Nesc.toririns of Pmsia as beariag .uporn
tire quecarlmn of tlreir furturre relations to Tar-
tarv, and ecari China?2 Wlr raay the>' net
aguda lic ust fii in carrviuug &h Gzospel'even
te Nlongoliaandi ixe Ceres? Tire', have
plrysil oi uergy and hardihoori, thoagix
granîrrd te tire ver>' dnrst by bad governimear,
anrd ever>' species of ivreng; the>' are capa-
ble of a Iiigix civilization, and theïr suscepti-
bilitj te tire powver of reli.cieus trutix, h as
bad numerous attestations, in. modern as
wcli as in ancient trmes.

It is tlifs vici orthcir ciraracter anti jo0 si-
tion thrit gives te the nmission ninorrg 'the
«Peians a irectilinr interest. Thevýý arc ait
the wvcstcrii grvtewaày of China anài lirdia.
They are sîationed rrlong a grear hijrirwrry
et nations which moisit re long bie oîîerrvc.
They aro moreover in tire centre of A.,iirtic
Moliammcdaiiism. where thcy otily "ýaic in
sere distrcss for some great orurin*in
the providence of Gud wlrich shail give
thern governmentai protection and the von-
ditions of prosperitv. Mcrrini ile jr is thre
duty and privilege of the Cirristiiin Chiureli

tepo te aniong them tire resurrection of
ae da ad buricd Christiunity.

WUIY TItIS TERIBILE FAMINE.

Famine now wastes the ]and, csîîeciaiiy
tire Nloslem districts, and its hanvue moisit
ever recur at initervais until there sliai hé
sacix a goverrament as shall proteet and en-
courage irrigation, instead ef spectrlruting in
breadstuffs while the peeple peri-ch. TIre
immrediaie cature of thre presern suffering is
fbrd i the succestive drouglirs of tire Irist
two or three years. Buît the real aird fun.
damentai causes are found in the %yretched
administration of publie atiirirs. Trhe gov-
ernment is an ab:solute despotisin, in tire
hauds of a Sultan or Shah. He liais two,
ehief ministers-one a sort cf deptr:y cxc-
cuti' e in pence and ir %var, and thxe other
a lord high Trearsurer. The cvii lies ina the
tact that tire latter of rîrese is so niuch more
ditigent thau the formier. There is vitstiy
more of tarx-garirrin than of rdvii or rmii.
tary protection. The ole end for wichel
the Persiari governnment cxists is tire collec-
tion of revettue---tie fleueing of' the pîeuple.
Large portions of the land, conflscrrted trom
time te time, belong to the sovereigu, and
arc farrned eut on ternis wcil nigi r inous
te tire tenant. Even where preperty belengs
te tire srrhject, it is takxed te the Iast degree
as a taring point, while tire successions of
subruiers an coleceteri make stili further
drarins urjoii the nxoiety thaît moisit tave rihe
lalîourçr s tarniiy from absolute wmrnt. .Tire

wlrule irurden of t$rxation thus cornes reaiiy
upon tire laireuring chriss. Added te tis
extertiori is the constant nncertainty as te
whether the planter wiii lie pernritred te
reap his crop ait ail. D)own-right robbery
of fields or households by the retairrers ef
petty chiefis, is of frequent occurrence, atar
the poor arc hiale aziy day te be duprivcd
of their yen- iast resoirrce, i&4grivnrltrr
sand other industries be di:coarra-,ed and
prrml.zed. rrrly sustain the lires of the
peopfeasrhe besl, an wlmen risnow, drurrghi
rs added, tholisrnds anust perish Irom mont.

IlSriil werse,» iay Rer. J. Hl. Shedd,
4there is ne Joseph un P"ersia te make an>'

systernatic provizion for sucx a crisis. There
ine publrc chrunnel of supply. On tho

contrary the tender merdies of the Nvicked
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