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even while the Pape wvns declaring ex cath-
edra that tlic temporal power wvas noces.
sary in the Divine plan, ta the exention
af thc spiritual duties of the Vicar of
Christ, Gad by the hand of Providence
wroto on the walls of his City, Mene Te-
kol, weigliei, found wanting, numberod,
finishod 1 Could there bo a mare direct
low to.Infallibility ? In a few days after
the dogma was declared, the sceptre wvhiolî
hoe pronauncod necessary ta the full aer-
ciso of lUs spiritual funetions had passed
away. The temporal power vanished.

The past year has seen another stop in
the progross of Protestant nations and
races ta the chief pawver.

At tho commencement of thc ycnr, if
the British power in Europe wvcre placod
firat, the French would have stood second.
At its close it ma, bo a question whir.li
should stand firet, but if the Britishx Em-
pire were plaoed there, it is certain that a
unitedl Gormany occupying the beaut af
Europe must coa next. Franco is parai-
yzed: and thaugh we do not rcJoice in her
day of trouble, wve cannot close aur eyes
and refuse ta sec that it is inanifently the
will of Providence that Protestant nations
with their open Bible and free Institutions
should lead thec van of modemn civilization.
On aur own continent we sc something af
the same kind ; sud if we look ta tho Anti-
podes we sc a new power ia Australia
growimg with immense rapidity, wvhich is
Christian and Protestant ta the core. But
ire do not enlarge on the general subjeet,
'wishing merely ta notice the sîngular Chain
of avents in Europe, which during the past
year lias culminated in the depressian of
one of the main prope of the Papacy, and
in the elevation of the Protestant element.

In the Laver Provinces in which aur
Repcord circulates, with a large share of
goacral prosperity in agriculture, the flsh-
Cries and commerce, for whieh wo should
b. profoundly thankful, we bave also eni-
joyod signes of another kind of prosperity
which is mare precious stili. Borne of aur
congregations have had timès of refreshing
and- of Ingatbering., Our Homne Mission-
adoes have been, we regret ta Say, few, bàt
the labours of those eenployed have cor-

taitily been owncd of God. Tho ranks -of
aur ininisters have been thinncd by death,
and the call ta those in life laud ta %vork
w~hile it is day.

From the foreign field WCe have receiveil
tho startling ncws of Mr. MicNair's dcath.
Our prescrnt numbor contains the fullest
particulars writton by his deoaîd wife.
His lif0 and eharactor have beon sa fuhly
stated by Mr. Neilson and Dr. Geddtie that
nathing remains ta bc snpplemcntedl. We
have met with, anather great lacs, and in
this day of advcrsity arc ealled ta cansider
the aspects of Providence, In reviewving
the ycar woa slîou!d reviewv our spirit and
aur wvhole course and matie of procedure
on the subjeer of Mdissions. We know
that saine are discouraged, andti cnsider
that under the Lord's rebuke it may be
duty ta turn aur eniergies and funds in somne
other direction. By ail meane let the sub-
ject be examined, weighed, and, if need be,
discussed, but if ail mission stations had
been abandoncd in the day of trial, thore
woauid bo few open ta-day in any part of
the world. On this principle the Micmnac
mission mnust cesse, the XNankakee mission
must bo closed, and Erromanga must cer-
tainly be given over ta Satan. But (3od's
people are flot preparcd ta entertain sucb
proposais.

Rather let us get rid af aur pride and
self-sufflcieney; lotus get down ta the dust,
and on aur knces entreat the Lord to guide
us how ta choosa Missionaries, and how
ta sustain thora when sent forth, how ta
conduet tbe Mission, and how ta win souls
so as ta secure ta Him ail the glory.

Wo have socnething for whieh ta give
thankes. Our depsrted brother died at his
post, breathing forth no regrets that ho badl
preached Christ ta hathen. A young
Brother has offered hurnacîf ta go imme-
diately to'1111 up the blair, athers have
volunteered so soon as they cmn b. pro.
pared. Whule, then, the Lard ha& sent
forth one ta T1rinidad, Hie Spirit han been
moving ia the hearteo f others,--so that«we
have good reaeon to trust tIent Be wil
carry on Bis own Worlc, 'and will flot des-
pino or rdject oui- agency. Bave now, wo


