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SYSTEMATIG SUPPORT 0F THE LOPO'S
CAUSE.
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.- No. IV.
Wbat; proportion of' lus substance should

a Christian consecrate te God, is the ques-
tien which stili furtbcr demands our atten-
tion. Alrcady wve have endcavotnrcd te
turn the brilliant lighit of patriar*shai prac-
tice, rcgulateil as we think- by Dý1vine pre-
scription, upon the apostolie ruIe, Il As
God biath prospcrcd bu."' Proceeding
historicaily, it is my purpose iii this nîioth'ls
Record to direct atention to the Jewishi
measure of contribution te the Lorils cause.
Ilere our wvay is easy. WVe are not shut up to
ascertain it seiely frorn thecir vonduet, for
we have the plain and positive precepts of
their great Lawgiver.

The first dlaim made upon the Israclites
was the first-fruits of their fields, and the
firstlings of their Blocks, as weil as tbl, first-
born of their sous. IlThon shalt flot delay
to offer the first of tby ripe fruits and ot
thy liquors ; the first-born of thy sous shait
thon give unto me. Likewiise ilso shait
thon do0 witlx thitie exen and thy sbcep."-
Ex. xxii. 29, 30. ]3 y direct and positive
precept they 'vere prohibited fromi eating
cither bread, or parchcd corn, or green cars,
until they had brougbt their offering- of the.
first-fruits unto God; and hecausc God
had, spared their first-born, hotb of mani and
beast, wvhen lie unshcathed bis swverd and
slow the first-born of their haugbty oppress-
ors, -therefore must they dedicate tbemn al
to, bu. WTe have no means of ascertainingl
(fromu the Bihicl the amerrit of titis offer.
in-, but thc writers in the Talmud "linforni
us, that liberai persons wcre accus:omied te
give the fortictib, nnd even the thirtieth,
wthiie such as were covetous or penurions,
gav.- only a sixtieth part."

But beyond thecir appropriation of the
carliest produce of their sccds anti fruits,
and of the firstlings of tbeir Blocks and
bords, thev must separate a tenth part of
their substance for sacred purposes. Ilere,
for tîto first tirne, the iaw wbich bcenis to
have been cetcd1 in the vcry carliest ages,
aind te have regulated the conduct of tbieir
pions ancestors k their offérings to the truc

God, aî weli as of many andi wideiy scat-
tzrcd nations of idolaters in tbe proportion
of tlheir substance piescnted to false gods,
finds a place in the sacrcd canon. "Il l
the titbe of the land, Nvbetiier of tbe sccd of
the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is tie
Lord's, it is boly te tie Lord."' "'Con.
ccrning tbe tithp of the lierd, or of the flock,
even of whatsoevcr passcîh under the ro(],
the tentlî shail he lioly te the Lord."-Lcv.
xxvii. 20, 32. Trhis passage is cicar and
explicit. Tbe fields and gardons of the
Israclitcs, tlieir olive yards anti vineyards,
thecir fBocks and tîteir herds, wcre ail laid
under tribute to Jehovab. Because the
lands wvbicl tbey cultivated, the fruits and
increase of tbe ficlds wvbich tbey tilled, ani
their cattle upen their thousand bis, wcrc
Ged's rrood, gifts te theni, they wvere re-
quired te acknowledge Ilis sovereiguty and
goodncss by tbe grateful, icyful devotion
of the fiti of ait te Hlm. Anid just as
thte Sabbatb law wvhich wvas obligatery fcom
tbe hcgiuningr, was incorporated among the

ten cemmandinents givea on Sinai ; just
as the ofiering of sacrifices, whicbi eau be
traced up te tbe very dan of the history
of our- race, and dlaims te be diviniely au-
tbiorizcd, is prescribed as part of the Meýlsaie
ritual ; se the lawv of titbe, rccognizcd as
binding by most ancient nations, conscien-
totusiy observed by thte gediy patriarchs,
and, thus almnost cimonstratcd teo bcof
becavenly enigin, is made part and parcel of
the rule by wbich tbe peculiar people vwerc
rciluireý te re-niate their conduct, ail
tbreugli that dispensatien under -%hlich
tbcy wvc plac-2d.

The destination and use of titis tithe arc
distinctly spciticd. 0f the tribes of israel
one hmlid ne inhc'ritance in the lalnd of pro
mise. Ail the chiIdrcn of Levi wvcrc cume-
crmred te sarred service ni cennection %vith
the %vorsbip ef God. But they must bc
provided for- everi theugli tbeqy ire forbidden
te ewn land, te sow fields, te plant vine-
yards, and te gather in thecir inecase.-
IlBehioid 1 bave given the chiildren of Levi
ai the tentb in Israel for an itilieriue,
for thecir service, wvbicli tbcy serve, c' en the
service of the tabernacle of tho tongregai-
tien "-Nnm. xviii. 21.
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